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PREFACE 


This  book  is  intended  to  give  an  account,  fmni 
standard  sources,  of  the  earliest  English  associa- 
tions, in  cranexion  with  trade  l)eyond  the  st^as, 
principally  of  the  Merchant  Adventurer  of  England, 
whose  importance  seems  to  me  to  have  been  strangely 
minimized  or  ignored  in  most  text-books  of  English 
or  British  history.  Much  of  the  book  is  concerned 
with  times  later  than  the  Middle  Ages,  my  object 
being  to  try  to  illustrate  the  continuity  of  English 
history  and  the  cardinal  fact  that  the  British  Empire 
is  the  result  of  growth.  A  large  number  of  notes 
and  references  have  been  included,  in  the  hope  of 
saving  some  time  and  trouble  to  students,  of  what 
I  have  found  to  be  a  most  difficult  and  laborious 
subject.  I  am  indebted  to  Miss  K.  M,  Eliot  for  help 
in  connexion  with  Henry  the  Fourth's  Charter. 


C.  P.  LUCAS. 


March,  1917. 
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CHAPTER  I 
PRELIMINARY 

At  all  times  Britain  must  have  had  some  over- 
seas trade,  some  dealings  with  the  mainland  which 
lies  so  near  its  shores.  Coming  and  going  of  men 
implies  interchange  of  commodities  of  one  kind  or 
another,  traffic  being  scanty  when  there  is  anarchy 
on  land  and  piracy  at  sea,  plentiful  when  there  is 
strong  rule  on  land  and  vigilant  guardianship  of  the 
water. 

British  tin  appears  to  have  been  exploited  and  Early 
exported  for  some  three  centuries  before  the  Christian  Sc!' 
era,  finding  its  way  across  the  Straits  of  Dover  and 
through  France  to  Marseilles.  Under  Roman  rule 
tin,  lead,  and  iron  were  worked  and  expoi-ted,  lead, 
mentioned  by  both  Caesar  and  Tacitus,  being,  it 
would  seem,  a  special  attraction.'  Among  other 
exports  in  Roman  times,  corn  was  sent  over  to 
Gaul  and  to  the  Rhine  country,  while  British  cloth 
is  mentioned  in  an  Edict  of  Diocletian.-^  London, 
according  to  Tacitus,  was  even  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Roman  occupation  of  the  island,  in  a.d.  61, 

'  See  Mommsen,  I'nimices  of  the  Roman  Empire,  trans.,  1886  ed, 
vol.  i,  p.  176. 

^  Haverfield,  The  Rvmani;«tio)\  of  Roman  Bninin,  Sril  ed.,  19ir, 
p.  77. 
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a  great  resort  for  merchants  and  trading  vessels,' 
Under  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Danish  kings  trade 
went  on.  The  hitter-day  story  of  our  Empire 
teaches  that  the  mission-field  is  also  the  resort  of 
the  trader,  and  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into 
England  must  have  meant  an  increase  of  com- 
mercial as  well  as  spiritual  comnnmication  between 
the  island  and  Western  Eurojie.  English  merchants 
were  busy  on  the  Continent  in  the  days  of  Charle- 
magne,2  and  there  was  a  complaint  that  at  that 
time  the  Anglo-Saxons  exported  garments  of  smaller 
size  than  formerly.'  While  King  Alfred's  and 
King  Edgar's  ships  kept  the  Narrow  Scfis,  traders 
could  cross  and  recross  the  Channel  in  safety ;  and 
under  Edgar's  minister,  Dunstan,  foreign  merchants 
multiplied  in  London.  When  the  Danish  king, 
Canute,  gave  peace  to  England  and  joined  her  to 
Scandinavia,  the  North  Sea  was,  for  the  time  being, 
under  one  strong  hand,  and  sea-borne  traffic  must 
have  been  abundant.  Honest  trade  there  was  in 
these  early  centuries,  and  there  was  also  a  neftirious 
slave  traffic.  According  to  the  old  story,  it  was 
the  spectacle  of  Anglo-Saxon  boys  for  sale  in  the 
slave-market  at  Rome  that  led  to  the  mission  of 

'  Annah,  xiv.  33. 

''  See  The  Lfcii/iie  helueen  Carohis  Afaf/iius  ami  Ojfa  Kim/  of  Mi' ir in 
luncerning  safe  traile  of  On  English  imrrhanf.-:  in  all  the  Emjteror'.i 
dominion,  which  Hakluyt  quotes  from  William  of  MiilineBlniry  (Hak- 
liiyt,  Maclehose,  1903  ed.,  vol.  i,  pp.  310-1 1 ).  The  references  given  to 
Hakluyt  in  succeeding  notes  are  all  from  this  edition. 

Lijipenberg,    Fnglnnil    umhr   the    Anglo-Saxo'    Kin;/.--  (Thorpe's 
ranslation,  1845,  vol.  ii.  p.  .364). 
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Augustine,  and  Bristol  was  notorious  for  sliipping 
slaves  to  Ireland. 

But  the  Norman  Conquest  gave  to  the  overseas 
trade  of  England  life  and  substance  beyond  all 
that  had  gone  before.  At  a  time  when  the  whole 
Wc-stern  world  was  beginning  to  move  from  dark- 
ness to  light,  it  linked  the  island  politically  and 
commercially  to  the  lands  to  which  it  is  geographi- 
cally adjacent,  and  swept  the  islanders  into  currents, 
like  the  Crusades,  which  carried  men  and  ships  to 
distant  seas.  On  Southern  Britain  the  conquerora 
imposed  in  nithless  fashion  the  conditions  necessary 
for  trade :  comparative  peace,  union,  and  continuity 
of  rule.  A  line  of  foreign  kings  brought  over  the 
Channel  a  following  of  foreign  merchants  and  work- 
men, minded  to  develop  )he  resources  of  England 
in  connexion  with  and  in  reference  to  their  old 
homes.  What  their  old  homes  in  France  and 
Flanders  were  most  glad  to  tpke,  and  what  England 
could  most  readily  provide,  was  wool.  In  the 
eleventh  century,  before  the  Conquest,  the  Flemish 
towns  had  become  notable  centres  of  cloth-making, 
and  wool  had  become  a  great  article  of  export  from 
England  to  tliose  towns.  After  the  Conquest  the 
export  grew,  and  for  centuries  wool  and  cloth 
represented  the  main  trading  wealth  of  England. 

In  the  reign  of  James  I,  when  the  English  were 
at  length  beginning  to  take  root  beyond  the  ocean, 
wool  and  cloth  were  still  pre-eminent  among  English 
exports.     Lord  Justice  Coke  enumerated  the  live 
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staple  merchandises  of  England,  wool,  woolfels, 
leather,  lead,  and  tin  ;  and  wool  and  cloth  he  rated 
as  'the  worthiest  and  .  Jiest  commodity  of  this 
kingdom ;  for  divide  our  native  commodities  ex- 
ported into  ten  parts,  and  that  which  comes  from 
the  sheep's  back  is  nine  parts  in  value  of  the  ten, 
and  setteth  groat  numbers  of  people  on  work',* 
A  pamphlet  of  the  year  1645,  an  ;king  the  monopoly 
of  the  British  cloth  trade,  which  had  been  acquired 
by  the  Merchant  Adventuiers,  speaks  of  '  wool  and 
the  draping  and  merchandising  thereof  as  'the 
Cape  commodity,  wherewith  nature,  the  handmaid 
of  God  Almighty,  hath  furnished  this  island';* 
and  in  a  latei-  pamphlet  of  1681  the  woollen  trade 
of  England  is  said  to  be  'like  the  water  to  the 
mill  that  driveth  round  the  wheel  of  all  other 
trades'.' 

In  the  coui-se  of  nature  a  young  country,  when  it 
begins  to  export,  exports  raw  produce,  importing  in 
exchange  manufactured  articles.  As  the  country 
becomes  mature,  as  population  grows  and  civiliza- 
tion spreads  within  its  borders,  manufactures  and 
industries  come  into  being  and  multiply,  more  and 

'  Coke  on  Littleton,  1809  ed.,  vol.  iv,  p.  41  note. 

'  A  discourse  consinting  of  motives  for  the  enlargement  and  freedom  of 
trade,  especially  that  of  cloth  and  other  woollen  manufactures,  engrossed 
at  present  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  laws 
of  this  kingdom,  hy  a  company  of  private  men  tvho  style  themselves  Mfr- 
■    -'It  Adventurers,   1645,  p.  5.    (British   Museum  Tracts  on  Wool, 

'  The  Trade  of  England  revived  and  the  abuses  thereof  rectified,  c\c., 
IGSl,  p.2.     (B.  M.  712.  g.  Ja) 
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more  of  tlic  raw  produce  is  used  at  home,  and  the 
export  of  manufactured  articles  takes  in  an  increasing 
degree  the  place  of  the  export  of  raw  produce.  Thus 
it  was  that  in  the  early  Middle  Ages  the  main 
English  export  was  wool,  while  at  a  later  date 
the  main  export  was  cloth,  and  the  development  of 
the  cloth  industry  is  commonly  taken  to  have  dated 
from  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  the  king  who  imported 
Flemish  clothmakers  to  teach  the  English  the  secrets 
of  their  art.  But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  one 
age  for  England  was  wholly  an  age  of  wool  and 
another  age  wholly  an  age  of  cloth,  or  that  the  first 
of  the  early  English  Mercantile  Associations  for 
overseas  trade,  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  dealt 
only  in  wool,  and  the  later  company,  the  Merchant 
Adventurers,  dealt  only  in  cloth."  From  time  im- Antiquity 
memorial  there  was  clothmaking  of  one  kind  and  doth, 
another  in  Britain,  as  shown  by  the  mention  of 
British  cloth  in  Diocletian's  time ;  and,  long  before 
Edward  III  laid  the  foundation  of  the  cloth  industry 


'  Tb  s  Gerard  Malynes,  the  great  champion  of  the  Staplers,  in  the 
early  .irt  of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  The  Maintenance  of  Fre* 
Tmde,  fee,  1622,  p.  50,  writes,  '  The  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  from 
all  the  Staple  ports,  as  Lmdon,  Westminster,  Bristol,  Southampton, 
Hull,  Boystonu  (?  Boston)  and  Newcastle  have  hitherto  exported 
either  cloth  or  wool  or  both,  which  now  they  may  not ' ;  and  in  Hie 
Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,  1623,  pp.  86-",  he  maintains  that  the 
Staplers  exported  cloth  before  the  Merchant  Adventurers  had  ever 
come  into  being.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Staplers 
dealt  with  all  staple  articles  of  merchandise  ;  wool  was  their  .speciality, 
but  only  because  wool  was  by  far  the  most  important  of  these  articles. 
Whether  cloth  was  a  staple  article  was  a  moot  point.  (^See  below, 
pp.  53-5.) 
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ua  a  standard  industry  for  Englisluneii,  sonic  English 
cloths  were  in  demand  in  foreign  markets.     It  is 
stated   that   there   were  woollen   maimfactures   in 
England  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  II  and  Richard  I, 
which  died  out  in  the  two  succeeding  reigns,  to  be 
revived  later  by  Edward  III.     It  is  certain  that  the 
weavers  were  the  oldest  or  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  London  guilds ;  that  the  London  weavers  were 
given   some   kind   of  charter  by  the  first   Henry, 
another  by  the  second;    that  there  were   ancient 
laws  or  by-laws  in  various  English  cities,  regulating 
the  weavers'  craft ;  that  Richard  I  issued  an  jissizo 
of  cloth  ;  and  that  an  article  of  Magna  Charta  fixed 
what  the  breadth  of  dyed  cloth  should  be.'     Nor 
was  foreign  tuition  in  clothmaking  wanting  before 
Edward  III  became  king.     The  Norman  Conquest 
was  not  merely  a  conquest :  it  wa.s  a  colonization. 
Matilda  of  Flanders  was  the  Conqueror's  consort  ; 
and,  with  a  Flemish  lady  on  the  throne  of  England, 
there  were  strong  inducements  for  Flemish  crafts- 
men to  cross  the  channel.     In  the  reign  of  Henry  I 
more  Flemings  came  in,  flooded  out  from  their  own 
country,  and  these  immigrants  may  well  have  been 
responsible   for  an  earlier  stage  in  skilled  cloth- 
making    in    England,    as    the    Flemings,    whom 

'  Miigna  Chiirta,  cap.  xxv  :  'and  one  breadth  of  dyud  cloth, 
russets  and  haberjects,  that  is  to  >^ay,  two  yards  within  the  lists' 
(Coke  on  Littleton,  1809  ed.,  vol.  iv, p. 41).  The  note  says,  ' True  it  is 
that  broad  cloths  were  made,  though  in  small  number,  at  the  time,  and 
long  before  this  statute,  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III 
the  same  came  to  so  great  perfection,  &.c.' 
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Edward    111    brought   over,   wero    rusiwnsiblc    for 
its  new  birth.' 

But,  without  impugning  the  antiquity  of  tho 
Englisli  cloth  industry,  it  is  beyond  question  that 
in  the  early  Middle  Ages  England  was  to  Franco 
and  Flanders  what  Australia  is  to  England  and 
Europe  at  the  present  day,  pre-eminently  a  wool 
producing  and  exporting  country,  and  that  with 
this  raw  product  of  wool  the  Merchants  of  the 
Staple  were  mainly  concerned.  They  were  the  Tho  three 
eldest  of  three  great  mediaeval  companies,  or  rather  Sauvul 
groups  of  merchants,  the  other  two  being  the  Mer-  '"'"■" 

.  =  panics. 

Chant  Adventurers  and  the  Eastland  merchants. 
Of  the  three  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s  were  in- 
comparably the  greatest  and  the  most  interesting 
historically;  but  all  the  three  deserve  attention: 
they  contained  within  them  the  seeds  of  the  coming 
time. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  subject  in  English 
history  more  obscure,  more  full  of  disputable  points, 
than  that  of  these  early  companies.  When  did  they 
begin  ?  When  did  they  end  ?  In  what  sense  were 
they  companies  at  all  ?      Where  were  their  head- 

'  For  the  substance  of  this  paragmph  see  Auderson,  An  Historical 
(iiid  Geoyniphiod  deduction  of  the  Origin  of  Commen-e  from  th,  earlit.t 
accounts  to  the  present  time  (1764) ;  Macpherson,  Annals  of  Commerce 
1^05  ;  Cunningham,  Gron'th  of  Euf/lish  ImUu-tnj  and  Commerce  vol  i' 
Karly  and  Middle  Ases,  6th  ed.  1910;  Salzmann,  En,jU,h  IMriel 
or  the  MnldleAf/es,  1913,  &u.  Archdeacon  Cunni.ighaiu.  p.  647,  says  that 
weavers  are  not  mention,.!  in  Domesday,  l,ut  Lappenberg  would  read 
the  panilici  (bakers),  who  ,ue  mentioned  in  Domesday  at  Stamford, 
pannifici  (clothnuikersi.  i(t  *7(^-.,  vol.  ii,  p.  :j6o. 
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(luartors  ?  Whom  did  they  include  and  whom  did 
they  exclude  ?  What  were  their  special  spheres  of 
activity  ?  The  dates  are  uncertain :  the  facts  are 
doubtful :  the  authorities  differ :  it  is  only  possible 
to  attempt  to  piece  together  some  general  outline. 

They  represent  the  first  efforts  in  English  history 
at  mercantile  co-operation  in  respect  of  overseas 
trade.  In  the  beginning  of  trading  enterprise,  ir 
the  early  Middle  Ages,  all  was  tentative  and  rudi- 
mentary. It  is  idle  to  look  for  and  hope  to  lighi 
upon  well-defined  landmarks,  well-ascertained  birth 
days,  on  which,  as  in  later  times,  this  or  that 
historic  company  came  into  the  world  under  tht 
provisions  of  unmistakable  charters  with  unmis 
takable  objects.  The  process  was  one  of  slov 
evolution.  There  were  traders  in  England,  som( 
aliens,  some  native  born;  the  proportion  of  tlu 
aliens  to  the  native  born  was  largest  in  the  earlies 
stages  ;  and  in  the  earliest  stages  the  alien  mer 
chants  in  the  main  handled  the  export  trade,'  for  the] 
were  traders  who  had  come  into  a  more  or  lesi 
barbarous  and  undeveloped  island  from  lands  slightb 
more  advanced  in  civilization.  As  time  went  on 
what  had  been  indefinite  gradually  took  form  an( 

'  •  Until  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  greater  part  of  th 
export  trade  from  England  was  in  foreign  hands'  {The  Place  of  th 
rcifin  of  Edward  II  in  English  History,  by  Professor  Tout,  1914,  p.  242 
C'f.  Anderson  {ut  sup.,  vol.  i.  p.  117),  'What  the  statutes  and  ordinance 
of  early  times  called  notable  merchants,  were  only  those  of  the  Stapl* 
who  at  first  were  all  foreigners,  as  appears  by  Magna  Charta,  a«  we 
as  by  the  Statute  of  the  Staple  27th  of  Edward  III  ann.  13-53,  whic 
prohibits  English  merchants  from  carrying  staple  commodities.' 
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shu'K'.     Particular  products  and  industriow  emerged  ; 
and  out  of  the  commonalty  of  merchantfs  some  of  the 
traders  formed  one  kind  of  connexion  and  others 
another;  some  dealt   with   one   kind   of  produce, 
others   with  another.     In   time  the  line  between 
aliens  and  native  born  began  to  be  more  clearly 
drawn,  and  the  native  born  beijrxn  to  take  into  their 
own  hands  a  larger  proportion   of  the  trade.     In 
time  the  need  grew  up  for  recognized  dep6t8  and 
markets,  at  first  for  trade  as  a  whole,  later  for  par- 
ticular kinds  of  trade;   trade  centres  in  England 
were  required,  and  trade  centres  in  the  lands  to 
which  English  produce  was  sent ;  and  rules  and 
regulations  in  connexion  with   the   trade  centres 
were  seen  to  be  for  the  obvious  convenience  of  the 
traders  and  for  the  obvious  advantage  of  the  govern- 
ments and  their  revenues.     In  time  English  mer- 
chants gained  a  footing  in  foreign  lands  and  estab- 
lished  themselves  at  the  trade  centres :  they  grouped 
themselves  together  at  one  centre  or  another,  regu- 
lated their  group  among  themselves,  or  tried  to  do 
so,  and  then  proceeded  to  have  their  governor  and 
their  regulations  recognized  by  their  king  at  home. 
This  seems  to   have  formed  the  earliest  kind  of 
charter  for  such  bodies  as  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
and   the  East  landers,  kings   and  merchants  alike 
discerning  in  a  growing  degree  the  use  of  and  the 
utjcessity  for  fixed  markets,  accredited  tradei-s,  and 
regulated  traffic. 
As  the  companies  grow  oldei-  and  stronger,  as 


ni)7 


18 


PRELIMINARY 


(Ui.xr. 


The  old 

oom- 

panies 


what  had  been  without  form  and  void  took  substance 
and  shape  and  clearly  defined  outline :   as  nations, 
governments,    merchants,   products,    all    gradually 
crystallized,   successively   revised   versions   of  the 
charters  showed  more  clearness  and  increjising  defi- 
nition.    The   merchants   covered   by   one    charter 
became  more  and  more  distinct  from  the  merchants 
covered  by  another;    the   provisions  for  law  and 
order,  which  had  been  the  sole  object  of  the  old 
charters— because    when    the    old    chartei-s  were 
granted,  public  law  and   order  was   in   the    most 
elementary  stage— gave  way  to  provisions  for  safe- 
guarding and  intensifying  a  trade  monopoly;    in 
other  words,  charters  in  a  more  modern  sense  came 
into  being.    But  in  the  beginning  it  was  not  so,  and 
it  is  futile  to  try  to  read  into  the  past  what  was  not 
and  could  not  be  in  existence. 

Furthermore,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  after 
the  general  body,  the  commonalty   of  merchants, 
had  become  subdivided  into  distinct  bodies.  Staplers, 
Merchant  Adventurers,  Eastlanders,  and  the  like, 
while  the  companies  were  wholly  distinct  from  one 
another,  on   the  other  hand  then,  as  now,  many 
members  of  one  company  were  also  members  of 
another :  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  Staplei-s  were 
Merchant   Adventurers   also,    and    the    Merchant 
Adventurers   and   Eastlanders   were   largely   com- 
posed of  the  same  pei-sonnel. 

So  far  as  those  old  companies  can  be  classed  as 
companies  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  they 
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were  rcgiilutod  not  joint-stock    companies.     They  wen- 
were  enlarged  editions  of  the  city  or  trade  guild,  in  com-'"'"'' 
that  their  members  who,  at  any  rate  in  the  "ase  of  P""''*- 
the   Merchant   Adventurers,   became   mcmbei-s  as 
a  rule  by  payment  of  a  fee  or  Hansc,  us  it  was  styled 
in  old  days,  enjoyed  the  safeguai-ds  to  their  trade 
which   their  corporation   provided,  but  traded  on 
their  own  account.     'The  Company  of  Merchants 
Adventurers ',  wrote  their  Secretary  Wheeler  at  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,     hath  no 
bank,  nor  common  stock,  nor  common  factor  to  buy 
or  sell  for  the  whole   company,   but  every   man 
tradeth  apart,  and  particularly  with  his  own  .stock, 
and  with  his  own  factor  or  servant.''     So  it  had 
been  from  the  beginning:  it  was  a  case  of  evolution 
again  :  the  guild,  which  had  proved  so  effective  for 
nuinicipal  trading,  was  expanded  to  meet  the  pur- 
poses of  overseas  trade.     Wheeler   wrot         ime- 
diately  after  the  coming  to  birth  of  the  Eat.    India 
Company,  and  in  the  story  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany the  development  of  joint-stock  companies  out 
of  regulated  companies  can  be  clearly  traced,  the 
subscriptions  by  East  India  merchants  to  particular 
voyages,  in  the  early  days  of  the  company,  marking 
the  stage  of  transition   from    regulation   to  joint- 
stock. - 

'  .1  Trealisi  of  Comnnrct',  A' .,  by  John  Wheeler,  Sfc.etury  to  th.' 
Merchants  Adventurers,  1601,  p.  148. 

'  The  Muscovy  Company,  however,  was  from  the  tirst  a  joint-stock 
comi)any.  and  the  Levant  Company  started  a.  a  joint-stock  eompanv 
becoming  afterwards  a  regulated  company. 
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The  Merchants  of  tin*  Staple  lianlly  come  under 
the  category  even  of  a  remilated  company.  In  their 
later  (hiys,  in  the  reign.s  of  Queen  Eliaihoth  and 
lonipany  Jaines  I,  they  figure  as  a  regulated  company,  'Tlio 
ordinary  Mayor  Constables  and  Fellow.ship  of  the  Merchants  of 
the  Staple  of  England ' ;  but  by  this  time  the  Staple 
in  its  old  sons(v  was  obsoloto.  It  was  not  so  much 
a  Ciise  of  a  company  as  of  a  system,  the  staple  system 
being  a  CJovernment  organ iziition,  the  machinery  of 
whidi  was  provided  by  the  merchants  concerned 
with  the  trade. 

A  great  authority  tolls  us  that  '  the  system  of  the 
staple  was,  it  would  seem,  a  combination  of  the 
principle  of  the  guild  and  of  the  royal  privilege 
of  establishing  fairs  and  markets'.'  Through  all 
the  different  shades  of  meaning  of  the  word  staple, 
so  the  etymologists  say,  there  runs  one  and  the  same 
sense  of  firmness  or  fixity.-    Something  firm,  some- 

'  Stul>1)n,  Con-it  it  iitiiiiiiil  llisiofif  of  KiKjlaifl,  1880  ed.,  vol.  ii, 
pii.  44"-**. 

'  Sec  Ski'iit,  Etiiniologiail  IHctltniary,  «. v  The  AVi/-  Engligh 
Dictionary  says  thiit  thi\  fjenonil  sense  at  the  root  of  the  word  is  that 
of  Bomething  supporting  '  ;  it  also  says  that  the  English  word  (in  this 
trade  sense)  is  not  fouml  earlier  than  1423,  though  '  estaple  '  and 
'stapula'  are  found  from  Edward  II's  reign  onwards. 
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thing  UMHurod,  H«>nu>  tixetl  puiiit,  a  thing,  a  phtcc, 
u  rulu,  a  standard,  wan  tlio  one  thing  nocdtul 
aniid  troubled,  in.sccun',  du  igerouH  conditions, 
Huch  jw  prevailed  in  the  changing  early  youth  of 
England.  Wool  grow  lo  )ni  a  leading  English  pn* 
duct :  it  came  to  stay :  it  hocaine  a  staple  artiele 
of  merchandise.  As  such,  it  was  all-important  for 
revenue  purpo-ses,  and  needy  kings  were  at  pains  to 
jissure  the  subsidies  which  could  l)e  derived  from 
this  source.  The  merchants  who  dealt  in  wool 
wished,  for  their  part,  to  safeguard  the  trade  and  to 
maintain  the  standard  of  the  wool.'  Kings  and 
subjects,  in  short,  combined  to  staple  the  industry, 
to  standardize  it,  to  regulate  it,  to  make  it  tirm. 
Hence  arose  the  sy.stem  of  establishing  particular 
centres,  at '"  Mch  alone  the  buying  and  selling  for 
ex|K)rt  shou  be  conducted,  and  the  word  staple 
was  used  more  especi:.lly  to  designate  these  central 
marts  or  markets.- 

The  system  was  intelligible  and  had  its  merits ; 
))ut  its  value  must  have  been  largely  nullified  by 
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'  See  what  is  »aiJ  in  the  IntruJuetioii  to  The  City  I'liixr. ,  Sihrllonx 
from  the  Cunisiioiiiltna;  ami  Memoniudu  of  the  Crli/  ftiniili/,  Miirhaiits 
of  the  Staple,  A.  I).  I475-14f^ii.  Kdited  for  tlit!  Royal  Historic  al  Society 
liy  Henry  KUiot  Malilun,  1900,  Introiluctioii,  pp.  x,  xi. 

'  Thus  Coke  says,  'The  word  ^tai)ie,  anciently  written  cstttplc. 
coiueth  of  Iho  French  wonl  estapc,  wliicli  sijfiiiticth  a  mart  or 
market'  (Coke  upon  Littleton,  1«0U  eil..  vol.  vii,  p.  238;.  ami  in 
Strypp's  enlargement  of  Stow's  Survfit  of  Lontlon  it  is  stated  tli;it 
'  the  word  means  the  place  where  the  market  of  «uch  or  hucIi  merchan- 
dise was  kept,  as  herein  in  Westminster  was  the  Woolstaph'  '  iStuw's 
Sitnei/,  1720  cd  ,  Ilk.  VI,  1..  •'.). 
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the  perpetual  changes  whicii  took  place.  The 
markets  were  changed :  the  rules  were  changed : 
exceptions  were  made  when  it  suited  the  kings* 
pockets.  The  merchants  can  never  have  known  the 
kings'  minds  from  one  3'ear  to  another,  and  the 
kings  do  not  appear  to  have  known  their  own. 
The  constant  vicissitudes  which  accompanied  the 
staple  system  form  a  strange  comment  upon  the 
fixity  which  the  system  was  intended  to  provide, 
and  which  the  term  staple  implies. 

The  Company  of  the  Staple  wuf  a  Melchizedek 
among  companies.  No  one  knows  when  it  began  or 
when  it  ended,  if  it  hjis  ended,  for  jis  late  as  1887 
its  ghost  had  not  been  finally  laid  to  rest.'  There  is 
a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  oldest 
of  the  mediaeval  companies  other  than  the  guilds. 

'  It  seenieth',  wrote  Stow  in  his  Survey  of  London 
in  the  year  1G03,  '  that  the  marchants  of  this  Staple 
bo  the  most  ancient  marchants  of  this  realm.'-    Their 


'  See  Ciirr,  Sdevt  Chmteis  of  Trading  Companies,  .t./>.  l'>30-1707, 
Seltlfii  Society,  1913,  Introduction,  p.  xxi  note  ;  and  Grosp.  TJte  OiUl 
M^.ihaiit,  1890,  vol.  i,  p.  145,  and  note. 

^  A  Sutreji  of  Londuii,  bj  .lohn  Stow,  reprinted  from  the  text  of 
1603,  with  introduction  and  notes  by  Charles  Lethbridge  Kingsfo  d, 
1908,  vol.  ii,  p.  104.  Strype  in  his  edition  of  Stow  (1720)  repeats  tl.is 
statement  of  Stow's  in  vol.  ii,  Bk.  VI,  p.  7:  but  in  vol.  ii,  Bk.  V, 
p.  259,  he  gives  vhich  is  not  in  the  original  Stow— a  notice  of  the 
Merchants  of  the  Staple  a.s  '  the  first  and  most  ancient  English  com- 
jiany  of  merchants,  trading  in  wools',  adding  that  they  were  incor- 
porated by  King  Edward  III.  .and  on  the  same  page  a  notice  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  as  'the  ancientcst  company  of  merchants  in 
Kngland ',  incorporated  ui  1296  by  King  Edward  I.  Following 
Strype,  Maitland,  in  his  history  of  London,  1756,  vol.  ii,  p,  T'Sfi,  say^^ 
that   till'  .Merchant   .\dvrntiui'rs  wi'ie  iiu  orponited  liy   Edward  I  in 
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antiquity  was  emphasized  in  later  times  as  against  Antiquity 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  who  supplanted  them,  Com  pa  ny 
and  who  also  claimed  an  ancient  parentage.  There stpie. 
is  a  statement  attributing  the  birth  of  the  Staplers  to 
the  year  1248.  '  Some  authors  date  the  rise  of  the 
first  commercial  society  of  English  merchants,  styled 
of  St.  Thomas  Becket,  from  this  year,  when  they 
are  said  to  have  had  privileges  granted  them  1.:  the 
Netherlands  by  John  Duke  of  Brabant,  whither  it 
seems  they  had  begun  to  resort  with  our  English 
wool,  lead,  and  tin,  and  to  trade  for  theii-  fine 
woollen  cloths,  etc.  From  which  society  did  the 
company  spring,  styled  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple 
of  England.''  The  date  1267  is  also  given  in  the 
same  book,  both  dates  being  within  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  It  was  the  Merchant  Adventurei's  who 
more  especially  fathered  themselves  on  Becket ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  that  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  i.e.  in  1351-2, 
that  king  '  appointed  the  Staple  of  wool  to  be  kept 
only  at  Canterbury,  for  the  honour  of  8t.  Thomas  '.- 

129G,  that  this  was  '  the  first  incorpoi-ation  of  morcliants  erected  in 
this  kingdi)m  ',  and  that  '  the  second  company  of  merchants  incor- 
porated in  Kngland  were  those  of  the  Staple ',  who  were  iucorpoi-ate<l 
Ijy  Edward  III.  All  other  authorities  seem  to  give  priority  to  the 
merchants  of  the  Staple. 

'  Anderson,  An  Historical  and  Chruiiologicul  dedtution  of  the  Oiiyin 
of  Commerce,  1764,  vol.  i,  p.  117,  and  see  p.  125. 

-  Stow  (Kingsford),  vol.  ii,  p.  103.  In  the  charter  given  by 
Kdward  IV  in  1462  to  the  English  merchants  in  the  Netherlands  to 
elect  a  governor,  which  will  be  found  in  Hakluyt  (Maclehose  ed., 
vol.  ii,  [>p.  147-58),  on  ^  fourth  of  the  fines  was  to  be  applied  to  •  the 
repairing  ;ind  maintenance  of  two  chapels  founded  to  the  honour  ot 
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It  can  well  be  believed  that  either  company  found  it 
convenient  in  later  times  to  connect  themselves  with 
a  saint  made  in  England,  so  as  to  hallow  their 
origin,  to  give  it  a  national  flavour,  and  by  implica- 
tion to  date  it  back  to  the  reign  of  Henry  II ; 
while  the  fact  that  both  Staplers  and  Merchant 
Adventurers  claimed  to  be  a  Becket  brotherhood 
indicates  that  in  the  beginnings  of  the  wool  trade 
Staplers  and  Merchant  Adventurei-s  were  one,  that 
neither  Staplers  nor  Merchant  Adventurers  had  as 
yet  a  separate  existence. 

All  modern  writers  on  the  subject  again  agree 
that  it  was  in  the  middle  or  the  latter  half  of  the 
thirt.  <,nth  century,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III  or 
Edward  I,  that  the  staple  system  in  some  sort 
began,  and  that  the  first  staple  market  was  not  in 
England  but  in  Brabant  or  Flanders,  at  Antwerp 
or  at  Bulges.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  Stow  writes  of  a  woolstaple  being  at  West- 
minster at  least  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I.' 

.St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury  by  our  said  subjects,  in  the  towns  of  Ifruges 
in  Flanders  and  of  Middleborough  in  Zeland  '.  Canterbury  again  was 
one  of  the  staple  towns  named  in  the  great  statute  of  1353.  The 
Mercers  had  special  connexion  with  the  Becket  tradition.  Stow 
spoaks  of  'the  Mercer-  chapel,  sometime  a  hospital  entitled  of 
St.  Thomas  of  Aeon,  or  Acars ',  founded  by  the  sister  of  Thomas 
Hecket  a-d  her  husband.  ( See  Kingsford,  i.  269.) 
'  Stow  (Kingsford),  vol.  ii,  p.  102,  -Touching  this  VVoolstable,  I  read 

that  in  the  reignofE the  first,  thestaple  being  at  Westminster,  the 

parishionerB  of  St.  Margaret  and  marchants  of  the  staple  builded  of 
new  the  said  church,  &c.'  Mrs.  J.  R.  Green  dates  the  beginning  of  the 
staple  system  from  the  first  half  of  the  thirteenth  century  {Toun  Life 
hi  th,  Fi/h.nth  Crntunj,  1894,  vol.  i,  p.  4.5).     Professor  Ashiev  says 
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There  wjis,  no  douot,  in  the  ordinary  English  fa«hion, 
Ji  slow  and  gradual  growth  of  a  system,  as  the  trade 
slowly  grew,  private  eifoii  going  on  in  front,  and 
Government  actio"  following  in  its  train.  From 
the  reign  of  Henry  III,  a  staple  or  central  market 
for  English  wool  had  come  into  being  in  the  Low 
Countries,  established  not  by  any  enactment  but  by 
convenience  of  the  trade.  In  Edward  I's  reign,  in  The  rei^n 
the  year  1296,  the  Duke  of  Brabant  gave  a  special  wS  L 
charter  of  privileges  to  English  merchants,  which 
was  renewed  in  1305,  and  in  1297  he  granted  the 
port  of   Antwerp  in  fee  to  his  father-in-law,  the 


that  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  English  merchants 
began  exporting  English  products,  and  the  staple  came  into  existence, 
due  to  royal  policy  and  initiative  ;  that  the  staple  was  usually  in 
Flanders,  and  tiien  almost  always  at  Bruges,  but  also  from  time  to 
time  in  Brabant  at  Antwerp  {An  Introduction  to  English  Economir 
Ifistnn,  and  'ITieoiij.  Part  I,  The  Middle  Ages,  2nd  ed.,  1892, 
pp.  111-12).  Archdeacon  Cunningham  says  that  the  Merchants  of 
the  Staple  claimed  to  date  as  a  sepai-ate  body  'roni  the  reign  of 
Henry  III,  that  Edward  I  '  named  certain  ports  am  "orced  the  wool 
trade  into  particular  channels  so  that  the  collection  of  the  customs 
might  be  facilitated '  (»<  sup.,  p.  311).  Grosg  {ut  .wp.,  vol.  i,  p.  140) 
states,  'The  merchant.:  of  the  staple  used  to  claim  that  their 
privileges  dated  from  the  time  of  Henry  HI,  but  existing  records  do 
not  refer  to  the  staple  before  the  time  of  Edward  I.  Previous  to  this 
reign  the  export  trade  was  mainly  in  the  hands  of  the  Ge.man  Hanse 
merchants.'  Stubbs  sayb  that  the  growth  of  the  system  dates  from 
Edward  I.  who  boughi  Antwerp  from  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  and 
established  there  a  foreign  centre  for  the  wool  trade  („t  sup.,  vol.  ii, 
pp.  447-8).  Mr.  Maiden  in  his  Introduction  to  The  C'ly  P„per,iut 
sup.,  p.  viii)  dates  the  system  from  Edward  I.  The  last  word  on  the 
subject  seems  to  have  been  said  by  Professor  Tout  in  The  Plmr  of  the 
reign  of  Ed,a„rl  II  in  English  Hi.stor;,,  pp.  P41-6fi  :  The  EMablishmt  ul 
of  the  Compulsonj  Staple.  This  admiri^ble  nnd  exhaustive  a<'count 
has  been  mainly  followed  in  the  text. 
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English  king,  to  be  an  entrepot  for  English  wool :  at 
Antwerp  the  English  merchants  formed  a  more  or 
less  organized  body,  presided  over  by  a  mayor.  In 
that  same  year,  1297,  Edward  I  passed  an  ordinance 
for  customs  purposes,  confining  the  export  of  wool 
and  leather  from  England  to  certain  specified  English 
ports.  Thus  in  his  reign  the  export  of  wool  from 
England  was  to  some  extent  regulated  by  Govern- 
ment, while  beyond  the  sea  the  English  merchants, 
with  their  king's  support,  formed  for  themselves 
a  staple  market  and  some  kind  of  corporation  in 
connexion  with  the  market. 

A  fui-ther  stage  was  reached  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  II.  On  the  20th  of  May  1313  the  king 
and  his  council  passed  an  ordinance  pro\  ng  that, 
inasmuch  as  both  king  and  merchants  h.i^i  sufiered 
from  promiscuous  selling  of  English  wool  in  Brabant, 
Artois,  and  Flanders,  the  wool  should  be  taken  *  to 
a  fixed  staple  to  be  ordained  and  assigned  within 
any  of  the  same  lands  by  t'^e  mayor  and  community 
of  the  said  merchant'  of  our  realm'.  The  mayor 
and  council  of  the  .erchants  were  authorized  to 
impose  fines  for  contravention  of  the  ordinance, 
which  in  England  were  to  be  enforced  by  the  otficers 
of  the  Government,  while,  if  the  ^uods  of  the  offend- 
ing merchants  should  be  at  a  staple  outside  the 
royal  jurisdiction,  the  mayor  and  council  v,'ere 
left  to  exact  reasonable  punishment  on  their  own 
authority,  •  as  they  have  hitherto  been  wont  to  do ' 
These  last  words  are  a  clear  indication  that  before 
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this  date  the  merchants  had  worked  on  staple  lines, 
but  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  custom  of  the  traders 
was  enforced  by  the  authority  of  the  Government.' 

A  sequel  to  the  ordinance  is  given  in  Hakluyt 
under  date  the  18th  of  June  1320,  and  it  is  in  the 
form  of  Instructions  to  the  Collectors  of  Customs  at 
the  Port  of  London  and  other  of  the  chief  English 
ports  of  the  time,  calling  attention  to  evasion  of  the 
ordinance  of  1813.  This  document  is  headed  '  An 
ordinance  of  the  Staple  to  bee  holden  at  one  certaine 
place  '.■ 

The  staple  market  for  English  wool  was  a  valuable 
asset  which  princes  and  cities  on  the  continent 
coveted.  In  May  1314  Philip,  King  of  France, 
applied  to  the  King  of  England  to  compel  English 


'  See  English  Eroiioniic  Ilisfunj,  Select  Dficunieiitu  I  liland,  Brown, 
anJTawney,  1914,  pp.  17880  and  note),  and  sec-  Tlie  Place  of  the  reiyn 
of  Edward  II  in  English  History,  by  Professor  Tout  (ui  ^up.,  pp.  247-9). 
Professor  Tout  speaks  of  the  ordinance  of  13l;J  as  'the  first  known 
ordinance  of  the  staple  '.  '  It  put  an  end  to  the  merely  preferential 
staple,  and  set  up  a  monopolistic  staple  in  its  place.'  Macpherson,  iu 
his  Annals  of  Commerce  (i.  478-9),  takes  this  year,  1313,  as  the  date 
of  the  first  definite  origin  of  the  Company  of  the  Staple  :  ho  say-; 
'  they  constituted  ;  uch  a  society  at  Antwerp  as  the  merchants  of  the 
(iildhall  (i.e.  the  Hanse  Merchants)  did  in  Ldndon '.  His  account  in 
these  pages  shows  that  he  well  understood  the  beginnings  of  the 
system.  The  evidence  for  the  statement  that  the  Duke  of  Brabant 
granted  Antwerp  in  fee  to  the  King  of  England  is  an  inspeiimus  of 
21  March  1313  in  Edward  Il's  reiijn,  which  proves  that  the  grant 
at  this  date  still  held  good  (Pat.  6  Edw.  II,  p.  2,  in.  16,  Rynier  Record 
Ed.,  vol.  ii,  pt.  I,  p.  206). 

'  Hakluyt  (tit  .•!«/>.),  vol.  i,  pp.  350-5.  Professor  Tout  (pi).  248  9 
and  note)  mentions  similar  Instructions  to  the  Collectors  of  Customs 
on  22  .\ugust  1313,  in  which  the  ports  named  are  not  in  all  case--  the 
same  as  those  given  in  Hakluyt. 
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inerchauta  to  bring  tlioir  wool  to  a  staple  at  St.  Omer 
in  Artois,   noting  that  they   had  previously   had 
a   staple  at  Antwerp.'     In  December  1315  there 
was  a   Government  notification   in   England  that 
a  conference  would  be  called  to  consider  the  King 
of  France's  wish  for  a  staple  between  Calais  and 
the  Seine.-     In  November  1318  summonses  were 
issued  to  English  citizens  and  merchants  to  a  con- 
ference to  be  held  in  London  to  discuss  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  wool  staple  in  Flanders,  special  mention 
being  made  of  John  Charlton,  '  mayor  of  the  mer- 
chants of  the  said  kingdom '. '     As  a  matter  of  fact, 
for  nine  or  ten  years  from  1314  onwards  the  staple, 
or  at  any  rate  the  chief  staple,  was  at  St.  Omer : 
it  then  gravitated  for  a  short  time  to  Bruges. 

So  far  the  staple,  whether  unofficial  or  official, 
had  always  been  on  tlie  Continent,  but  feehng  was 
I'jdthering  strength  in  England  in  favour  of  planting 
it  within  the  realm.  In  1319  the  king  called  a 
conference  of  merchants,  who,  or  some  of  whom, 
advised  him  to  estabUsh  two  places  in  England  for 
the  sale  and  purchase  of  wool,  one  on  either  side  of 
the  river  Trent,  '  and  that  the  law  and  usages  and 
franchises,  which  merchants  repairing  to  the  staple 
in  these  times  have  had  and  used,  they  should  use 

'  See  Rymer  under  date  28  May  1314  (die  martia  post  Pentho- 
coston),  iind  see  Burgon's  Life  and  Timex  of  Sir  Thomas  Grenhani, 
1839,  vol.  i,  1).  72  note.     For  a  detailed   narmtive  of  the  ohangos 
of  the  staple  at  this  period  see  Tout,  ut  ■.»;).,  i)p.  250,  &c. 
Rymer,  16  December  1.315. 

'  Rviiier,  22  November  I.'^IS. 
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and  enjoy  henceforth  at  the  places  where  they  shall 
bo '.     This  is  tlie  first  recorded  proposal  for  having 
staple  towns  in  England,'     Seven  years  later,  in 
May  1326,  still  in  Edward  lis  reign,  an  ordinance  The  or- 
was  made,  providing  'that  the  staple  of  the  mer-onm 
chants  and  the  merchandise  of  England,  Ireland, 
and  Wales,  namely  of  wools,  hides,  woolfels,  and 
tin,  be  holden  in  the  same  lands  and  nowhere  else, 
and  that  too  in  the  places  below  written'.     Tlien 
follow  eight  towns  for  England,  three  for  Ireland, 
three  for  Wales,    and   three   tin    staple  towns  in 
Cornwall  and  Devonshire.     At  these  centres  alien 
merchants  were  to  buy  their  wool,  hides,  and  tin, 
with  liberty,   after  they  had   paid  their  dues,   to 
carry  their  purchases  into   any   friendly   country ; 
while  the  merchants  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales,' 
who  desired  to  export,  were  to  deposit  their  wool, 
hides,  and  tin  at  the  staples  for  sale  for  fifteen  days| 
after  which  time  they  might  export  at  will.     The 
staple  towns,  in  short,  were  to  be  the  only  marts 
for  export :  here  alone  alien  merchants  might  buy, 
and  here  abne  native  merchants  might  sell  to  aliens. 
All  merchants,  native  or  alien,  were  to  be  subject  at 
the  staples  to  the  law  merchant,  and  the  wool  mer- 
chants were  to  be  given  a  Mayor  of  the  Staples. 
Clothmaking  was  encouraged  by  prohibiting,  in  the 
case  of  the  common  people,  the  use  of  foreign  cloth, 

'  Eftfilish  Ecnnnmic  Hhtoty,  Select  Documents,  ui  sup.,  pp.  ISQ-l  and 
see  the  E„yll.oh  Hixtorical  Reriew  of  January,  1914.  to  which  reference 
18  made  in  the  note. 
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and  by  the  promise  of  privileges  to  weavers  and 
dyers.' 

This  ordinance  of  1326  clearly  di.^tinguishes  be- 
tween alien  merchants  and  native  born,   between 
merchant  strangers  and  the  .subjects  of  the  king. 
In  1318  no  such  distinction  wjis  made :    the  same 
provisions  were  applied  to  all  merchants,  *  denizen 
and  alien  alike '.     The  ordinance  evidently  contem- 
plated  that  the  actual  exporting  .should  bo  mainly 
done  by  aliens,  while  the  home  market  should  be 
exclusively  left  to  the  native  born ;  and,  iis  will  bo 
seen,  a  quarter  of  a  century  later  the  statute  of  1353 
actually  made  it  a  felony  for  a  native  dealer   to 
export  wool.     Thus  by  the   end  of  the   reign   of 
Edward  II  all  the  elements  of  the  staple  .system, 
as  it  wa.s  developed  in  1353,  had  come  into  being, 
a  compulsory  fixed  marlet,  the  domiciling  of  the 
market  within  the  realm,  juid  discrimination  between 
alien  and  native  merchants ;  the  growing  power  of 
the  native  merchants  being  shown  by  bringing  the 
market  back  into  England,  by  limiting  or  beginning 
to  limit  the  sphere  of  the  aUen  merchants,  and  by 
placing  them,  together  with  the  English  merchants, 
under  the  control  of  a  mayor, 

Edward  III  began  his  reign  with  an  enactment  of 

'  Enijli^h  Economic  llMo,y,  j,,,.  181  4.  The  eigiit  staple  town^:  in 
England  were  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  York,  Lincoln,  Norwich,  London, 
Winchester,  Exeter,  and  Bristol.  All  these  towns  appear  in  the 
statute  of  1353,  Westminster  being  substituted  for  London,  and 
London  kept  as  the  port  of  Westminster.  Canterbury  and  Chichester 
were  added  to  the  list.    (See  below,  p.  33.) 
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80  April  1827,  forbidding   English  nierchantM  to 
leave  the  kingdom  until  they  belonged  to  a  staple  ; ' 
but  in  the  following  year,  1328,  he  entirely  reversed  Tho 
his   fathers  policy,  a  statute  being  p,issof?  which ^i-^JS 
provided '  that  the  stitples  beyond  the  sea  and  on  this  " 
side,  ordained  by  Kings  in  times  past,  and  the  pains 
thereupon   provided,   shall  cease'-'— the  words,   it 
will  bo  noted,  implying  that,  notwithstanding  the 
ordinance  of  Vm,  a  staple  mart  or  staple  marts 
continued  to  exist  beyond  the  Channel. 

This  statute  of  1328,  which  professed  to  abolish 
tlie  staple  system,  such  as  it  was,  altogether,  was 
apparently  short-lived,  for  between  1328  and  1353 
we  read  of  tho  staple  being  moved  from  place  to 
place  on  the  other  side  of  the  water ;'  while  in  1337 
the  exportation  of  wools  from  England  was  for  the 
moment  wholly  prohibited,  the  use  of  foreign  cloth 
in  England  was  prohibited,  and  the  importation  of 
foreign  cloth  into  England  was  prohibited,  foreign 

'  See  Rynier. 

-  2  Edw.  Ill,  cap.  U. 

,./  ?'   "J"^"^^  (R^^^'-J   Edition)   under  dates    10   February  1337 

2  November    338,   8    August   1341,   26   November  1347,   5   A..n 

3  8,  December  1348.  Anderson  ^„t  .,;,.,  vol.  i,  pp.',66,  1^2 
l.J,  184)  sayB  that  u.  1337  the  .t^iph,  was  moved  from  Flander. 
o  Brubant;   that  inl341  it  was  re-established  at  Bruges;  that  in 

l.i48  It  waa  fixed  at  Calais,  which  had  been  taken  in  the  preceding- 
year  ;  and  that  .n  1353  it  was  moved  from  Bruges  to  English  town^ 
by  the  8fcit ute  of  the  staple.  Rymer  is  .juite  explicit  .is  to  the  staple 
be.ng  estabhshed  at  Bruges  in  1341,  a  .  ^yor  and  constables  being 
appomtod  ,n  the  first  instance  by  the  king,  their  successors  to  be 
.■  ected  by  the  merchants.  It  s-oms  clear,  too,  that  it  was  establ.ghed 
at  Calais  in  1348. 
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clothmakore  being  at  the  same  time  aasured  of  pro- 
tection in  England  and  of  being  granted  '  francbises 
jw  many  and  such  as  may  suffice  them  '.'  The 
object  of  the  Government,  in  .short,  in  this  year  was 
to  stimulate  clothmaking  in  England  at  the  expense 
of  the  export  trade  in  wool.  There  was  no  con- 
sistent or  continuous  policy;  but,  whatever  was  or 
was  not  ordained  by  king  or  Parliament,  it  is 
obvious  that,  whenever  wool  was  bought  and  sold, 
there  must  have  boon  central  markets  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  those  who  wished  to  buy  or  sell ; 
and  even  when,  from  1863  onwards,  there  was  more 
semblance  of  a  .system,  the  establishment  of  certain 
towns  as  staple  towns  on  one  side  of  the  Channel 
must— in  spite  of  legal  provision  to  the  contrary- 
have  involved  supplementary  centres  on  the  other 
side,  ;is  feeders  of  or  receivei-s  from  the  official 
staple  mr.rts.-' 

The  great  Act  of  Parliament  known  as  the  Statute 
of  the  Staple,  or  the  Ordinance  of  the  Staples,  was 
pas.sed   in   the  year  1353. '     It  provided  that      e 

•  11  Edw.  Ill,  caps,  l-.l 

'  Thus  Anderson  (i.  184),  in  noting  that  in  1353  the  stai.le  won 
moved  from  Bruges  to  English  towns,  gay*.,  '  Yet  Calais  still  remained 
lu  a  staple'.  Archdeacon  Cunningham  («<  mp.,  pp.  622-4)  gives 
a  document  of  the  year  135!),  in  which  King  Edward  III  modified  the 
staple  rules  in  favour  of  English  merchants  at  Bruges,  thi«  royal 
recognition  of  these  raerrl.ants  being  followed  by  a  licence  to  them 
to  (;lect  a  governor.  This  seems  i)ractically  to  amount  to  (a)  the 
recognition  of  some  kind  of  staple  centre  r.t  Bruges,  in  spite  of  the 
staple  being  at  the  time  by  law  fixed  in  England,  a.m\{bl  an  early  stage 
in  the  rise  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers.    (See  below,  i,n.  59, 61  note-*  ) 

■  27  Edw.  Ill,  Stat.  ii.  ■ 
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staple  of  wools,   leather,  woolfels  and  load  '  should 
1)0  held  at  certain  places  within  the  realm  and  no- 
where else.      For    England,   Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
York,  Lincoln,  Norwich,  Westminster,  Canterbury, 
Chichestor,  Winchester,  f]xeter,  and  Bristol  wen' 
named  as  staple  towns ;    for  Wales,  Caermarthen  • 
for  Ireland,  Dublin,  Wateiford,  Cork,  and  Drouhed...' 
To  York,  Lincoln,  Norwich,  Westminster,   ':^anter- 
bury,  and  Winchester,  not  being  ports  themselves, 
the  following  ports  respectively  were  assigned  :  Hull. 
Boston  (then  called  St.  Botolphs  or  St.  Botolph's 
town).   Great  Yarmouth,    London,    Sandwich,   anil 
Southampton.     To  these  centres   the  wool  was  to 
be  l)rought  prior  to  export  :    here   the  sacks  were 
to   be  weighed   and    sealed   with   the   seal    of   the 
mayor  of  the  staph-  and  at  the  ports  the  customs 
duties  were  to  be  paid.     Alien,  as  well  as  dinizen, 
merchants  might  buy  the  staph,  products  at  will 
throughout  the  land,  provided  that    they  brought 
them  to  the  staples ;  but  aliens  alone  might  export. 
Ixiing  bound  by  an  oath  to  hold  no  second  staple 
>)eyond  the  seas.      It  was  made  a  felony  for  the 
king's    subjects    to    export,    or    to    take   any    part 
whatever,   direct  or  indirect,    in    the   sale   beyond 
the  seas. 

The   machinery    which    the    statute    created    lor 

'  It  will  he  noted  that  tin  doos  not  ,ipp.  ar  aniopK  tl>,.  staplo 
•nticles.  and  in  the  ordinancp  of  1:569  lead  drops  out  hIbo;  l,ut  later 
aj^a.n.  in  1378,  2  K,c.  Il.stat.  i,  cap.  :!.  tin  ,on,..in  M^ain.  and  l,v  ono 
ivading  of  the  statute  lead  also. 
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carryiiij;  itw    pioviHioim   into   ot\\>vt   ruiiHiHted  of  a 
mayor  ami  two  coiiHtahltw :  thi-  Hi-st  apixtititnicntM 
wero  to  Ix*  nuwlo  by  iUv  kiny.  but  the  hiicc('rs(,is 
wero   to   »M>   oIchUhI    by    '  tli<-   conunoiialty  of   ilto 
iiHTclmntM   of   tlio   Hjiid    placos ",    tho   coniinonalty 
inchuiiiim'  aliens  as  wt>ll   as    I{iitish  .Hiibjocts.      A 
coitjiiii  niitnbor  of  I'xiKjrioncod  nuMi  of  k(mmI  MtandiriK 
wvvv  to  bo  app{>iiittHl  as  '  corroetoj-s ',  boforo  whom 
buyon<  and  sellers  iniKJit,   '.f  tlioy  wislud,  rt'Kistti- 
their   bar^iiiiis.      Alien   n.      Imnts   wero   si)ecially 
protected  by  a  provision   that  they  should  eh«H)so 
two  of  their  number  to  be  assessors  to  the  maycti- 
and  constables  in  cases  in  which  aliens  were  con- 
cerned ;  '    and    a     board    of    six    arJ)itrators    was 
constituted  to  settle  disputes  aiisiuK  l>etween  l)uyor 
and  seller  as  to  quality  or  weight  of  wool,  two  of 
them    being   Gernums,   two    Lombards,   and    two 
English.      Very   full   and   extensive   powers   weie 
given  to  the  mayor  and  constal>les  of  the  staples. 
They  weio  entrusted  with  'jurisdiction  and  cogni- 
sance within  the  towub  v/i.     j  the  staples  shall  be, 

'  Cap.  '.'4,  th.'  wor.l8  run:  'That  the  nifrchants  stninKC.s  sh..ll 
choose  two  lueichanta  stnmgeiH,  whereof  the  one  towards  the  South 
and  the  other  towards  the  North,  -hall  be  assigned  to  sit  with  the 
mayor  and  constables  of  the  staples,  where  [some)  of  those  persons 
chosen  shall  eome.  to  hear  the  plaints  touching  merchants  alicn^ 
that  shall  be  moved  before  the  mayor  and  constables,  at  all  times  (hat 
iu;y  of  the  said  pei-sons  chosen  will  be  there,  and  to  see  that  plain 
right  be  done  to  the  said  merchants  aliene.'  Apparently  there  wa^ 
one  assessor  for  th.  North  of  Engian.l.  and  one  for  the  South  who 
came  to  fbe  gtupb,  towns  t„  sit  only  whe,,  tb,.,e  were  in,port;,nl  m-e, 
aflecting  alien  merchant-. 


>f '  .h 


'.VT^ 


/■«.. 


!"» , 


m  »  I 


II  TilK  MKUCIIANTS  oK    niK  sTAI'I.K  .r, 

of  ikk)|>1g,  am!  of  all  injiiiuor  of  thiii^M  tojidiiuy  tho 
Htiipio'.'     Tlio  law  appjicil  on  all  ixunts  nIatiiiK  to 
the  staple   was  to  ho   the   law   meichaiit,  not   the 
common   law  <  :   tho  lan<l  ov  tho  customs   of  tho 
(owns.     Tho  judm's  of  tin*  realm  and  their  officers 
were  excluded  from  the  sphen*  of  the  mayor  ()f  (he 
staple,'  to  whom  the  mayor  <»f  the  town  in  which 
the  staple  was  planted  was,  with  his  subordinates, 
re<iuirod   to  ^'ive  every  help,     SiHJcial  houses  and 
streets  were  to  he  ap|)ointed  for  storing  th(>  staple 
uoods,  and  there  was  even  to  Im-  a  s])eeial  prison 
for  th(.so  convicted  in  the  court  of  the;  mayor  of  the 
sUiple.' 

The  Statute  of  the  Staple  is  spoken  of  in  modern 
books  as  a  consolidating  ordinance  ;  and.  so  far  as 
there  was  any  staple  system,  it  must  l)e  interpreted 
from  this  statute.  Apart  from  the  machinery,  which 
wiis  not  so  much  created  for  tho  first  time  as 
developed  out  of  prcHJxisting  rudiments,  tho  two 
main  features  of  the  law  were,  on  tho  one  hand, 

'  Cup.  s. 

'Tl„.  judicial  powers  Kiven  to  th.  uuiyor..  con>laM,.-.  an,l  ju-tic,  . 
ot  tlm  Btuple  Uy  th,.  statute  were  very  extensive,  in.hnlinjj  crim.nal 
.lur.«d.ot.on.  liy  a  later  statute  of  1:<6:.',  ,W  K.iw.  FII  an  7  tluir 
power,  were  confined  to  civil  cases.  contractB,  &,:,  and  crinnnal 
,..n8d.ctK.n  was  taken  aw.u  from  then..  •  Process  of  felonie.,  and  ail 
other  pleas,  a«  well  within  the  nt^iple  a.  without,  .hall  I.e  at  the 
Common  Law,  a.  they  were  before  the  Statute  of  the  Staple,  notwith- 
>tanding  the  said  statute.'  .■nwjiu 

stLi*"'  "'-^''T^  "^  **"•  ">■«'-"  established  hy  the  .Statute  of  the 
^taple..eeMarphe.■.son,^„«a/.,.,,/•Co,.w/v,.  1»^00.  vol  i  nn  ^,46  50  • 
<iro.,  77.  r;,7.  .y.,.r,a,.,  ,.00,  vol.  i,  pp.  ,4.^4  ;  Z.'^V/  .  '' 
K'  >uj>.,  Inlioduetion,  p.  ix,  '^     ' 
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that  aliens  alone  should  export ;  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  staple  markets  should  be  held  within  the 
icalm   and   on   this   side   the   Channel,  at  certain 
places  alone,   which  were  designated  in  the  law. 
But    these    two   outstanding   provisions   only  held 
good  for  a  very  short  while.      In  four  years'  time, 
in  1:557,'  British  subjects  were  allowed  for  a  while 
to  export  wool :  again  they  were  allowed  in  18fi0-l.^ 
In   l.S()3  4     the  penalty  of  death  provided  by  the 
•Statute  of  the  Staple  for   denizens   guilty  of  the 
Clime  f)l"  exporting  was  abolished,   but   the  other 
penalties  were  left  in  force;  and  in  13()9*  denizens 
who  exported  were  made  liable  to  forfeiture  of  the 
goods  and  three  years'  imprisomnent.     ^n    1890,' 
in  Richard  II's  reign,  deni.',ens  were  forbiilden  to 
export :  but,  when  we  come  down  to  the  reign  (4" 
Kdward  IV,  we  find  a  law  of  the  year  14(58 '■  for- 
bidding aliens  to  export,  the  object  being  to  keej) 
the  bulk  of  the  wool  in  England  '  to  the  intent  that 
sufficient  plenty  of  the  said  wools  may  continually 
abidi'    md   remain  within  the  said   realm,  as  may 
C'>nipetently  and  rcasonal)ly  serve  for  the  occupation 
of  clothmakcrs".     By  this  dite,  though  the  statute 
upheld  the  wool  staple  at  Calais,  and  allowed  wool 
IVnm  the  northei-n  counties  to  be  shipped  at  New- 


'  :ll    K.lw.    Ilf.   Stat,   i,  Clips.  S  0.     Tliis   ,\rt   in    pmt   icvivcl  Ih. 
piiivi-iuns  "fthe  firiliniUR'c  ol'  132(i. 
-  ■•■-'.  K.lw.  lir.  c^i,    21. 

:!8  E(iw.  III.  .-tilt.  i,(,ij.s.  •_'  luiil  6. 
'   t:;  IMw.  III.  <iip.  I.  ^14  Ri,,    11   ,a     ;, 

•■'  :l  IMw,  IV,  ,;,,,.  1. 
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ciistlu-upon-Tyno  for  other  markets  than  Ciluis, 
EngHsh  cloth  was  gaining-  the  ascendancy  over 
English  wool  and  demanding  tlu-  wool  for  home 
manufacture. 

lOven  i;'o!-e  frequent  and  more  kaleidoscopic;  were 
the  c'.iuges  ;:■  tlie  olaces  where  the  stai)Ie  markets 
migh  by  statute  ov  ordinal. ce  or  royal  pleasure  he 
held.  'Ic!'  years  passed  from  the  date  when  tlu; 
great  statute  was  enacted,  and  then,  in  1368,  the 
staple  was  moved  to  Calais.  '  The  same  year ', 
writes  Stow,  'the  staple  of  wool  (notwithstanding 
the  King's  oath  and  other  great  estates)  was  oi'u-  ned 
to  be  kept  at  Callis,  and  six  and  twenty  mar  '"-Mits, 
the  best  and  n'ealthiest  of  all  England,  to  be  farmers 
there,  both  of  the  town  and  staple,  for  three  years. 
...  He  ordained  there  also  two  mayors,  one  for 
the  t(,.  n  and  one  for  the  staple.' ' 

Six  years  later,  in  1301),  under  stress  of  war  with 
France  and  in  order  to  avoid  danger  to  transport  in 
the  Channel,  a  law  was  piissed  providing  that  tln> 
staple  at  Calais  should,  to  quote  the  ipiaint  phrase. 

'  Stow  (Kingstbril,  iil  kiij:).\o\.  ii.  \>.  10:!.  It  is  t  Icar,  .ipait  IViuu 
Stow's  statement,  tliat  tlie  move  was  iiuulo  to  Calais  in  I'-'Ahi,  for  tlie 
preamble  to  the  statute  of  43  Edw.  Ill  (1369^  runs,  •  Wlicicas  of  late 
it  was  advised  for  the  profit  of  the  realm,  and  ease  of  merchants  of 
Kngland,  that  the  staple  of  wools,  woolfels  and  leather  should  he 
holden  iit  Calais,  and  theie  it  hath  been  since  thi>  first  day  of  March, 
the  seven  aud  thirtieth  year  of  our  Lord  the  King,'  &r.  (l;;(;;ii.  Vet 
hy  38  Kdw.  Ill,  stat.  i,  cai..  7  ( 1363-4l,  '  It  is  assented  that  the  staph' 
shall  be  in  England',  and  the  Statute  of  the  Staple  was  ccnfirmeil. 
The  statute  2  Hen.  VI,  cap.  4  (14231  recites,  '  \Vherea~  the  noble 
King  Edward  III  did  ordain  his  staple  to  be  at  Calais',  and  llie 
marginal  note  refiMs  to  3(>  Edw.  Ill,  i.e.  VM>-2. 
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'be  wholly  put  out ".'     The  stupli;  was  accoidiiiKly 
moved  back  across  the  water.     The  same  towns  in 
Ireland  and  Wales  were  named  for  stsiple  centres 
.IS  had  been  named  in  the  (Statute  of  the  Staple, 
and  the  centres  in  England  were  for  the  most  part 
the  same,  the  Phiglish  staple  towns  under  the  new 
law  being  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Kiugston-upon-HuU, 
Boston,    Yarmouth.    Queonborough,    Westminster, 
Chichester,  Winchester,  Exeter,  and  Bristol.     They 
were  ten  in  number,  as  before :  but  Queenborough 
was  substituted   for   Canterbury  with   its   port  of 
Sandwich,  while  Hull,  Boston,  and  Yarmouth,  which 
in  tlie  former  statute  had  figured  only  as  the  ports 
of  Yoik,   Lincoln,  and  Norwich,  now   supplanted 
those  three  cities.     Two  ports  only  were  left,  as 
serving  adjacent  staple  markets,  London  for  West- 
minster, and  Southampton  for  Winchester.      The 
(changes  must  obviously  have  l)een  unpopular  in  the 
dis])laced  centres.     Stows  account  is  that  'in  the 
44   of   l.iward   the   third    Quinborough,  Kingston 
upon  Hull,  and  Boston  were  made  staples  of  wool, 
which  matter  so  offended  some,  th.it  in  the  50  of 
his  reign,  in  a  {.arliament  at  London,  it  was  com- 
plained that  the   stiiple  of  wool  was  so  removed 
from  Callis  to  diverse  towns  in  England,  contrary 
to  the  statute  appointing  that  citizens  and  marchants 
should  keep  it  there '.^     The  coniphiints  seem  to 
have  ))orne  fruit,  for  in  this  50th  year  of  the  reign, 

'  4.'?  Kdw.  Ill,  call.  1. 

•   Kiii.i,'sf(,iil.  at  >„y,..  Mil.  ii,  ],|,,  lo;{  4, 
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not  by  law  but  by  royal  grant  dated  tlie  2'ird  July, 
l'J70,  the  staple  went  back  to  Calais.  Two  years 
iti'r,  in  1878,  its  continuani-e  at  Calais  was  assured 
by  a  statute  of  Richard  II,'  Ten  years  later  again, 
however,  in  L'i88,-  we  find  a  statute  ordaining  that 
the  staple  should  be  removed  from  Middelburg  to 
Calais,  from  which  it  appears  that  in  the  irterval 
the  market  had  gone  out  of  the  rca\m  altogether 
into  Zceland.  After  another  two  ye.u-s,  in  1-J9(), '  we 
have  a  sti-tute  removing  the  staple  into  England, 
to  be  held  at  the  places  named  in  the  Statute  of 
the  Staple ;  and  yet  again,  while  ^lichard  II  was 
still  king,  in  1897  8,^  a  law  was  piussed  providing 
that  no  licences  should  l)e  allowed  for  exporting 
staple  merchandises  except  to  Calais,  b-om  which 
it  would  seem  that  by  this  date  the  staple  had 
found  its  way  back  to  Calais.  From  this  time 
onward  Calais  seems  to  have  been  more  or  less  its 
permanent  home ;  ordinances  ana  statutes  of  the 
three  Henrys  (IV,  V,  and  VI)  and  of  Edward  IV 
confh-meil   it  there;''    and  it  was  the  staple  towii 


Tlu> 

staple  at 
Caliiis. 


'  2  Uic.  II,  stat.  i.  cap.  1.  Cf.  Rymer  uiidor  Uiites  '>■'>  July  l:i7ti, 
16  Docemher  i;iT6,  iind  28  July  1377. 

-  12  Hie.  II,  tap.  10.  In  Rymer,  under  date  :')  .September  1;J8'^. 
will  lie  found  nientinn  o*'  the  jfovernur  of  the  staple  at  Middelburg. 
The  iharter  f,'iven  by  liuoen  Klizabeth  to  the  staplers  in  iriOl,  whicli 
is  noticed  below,  p.  4H,  speaks  of  the  staple  havin>,'  been  ri'iiioved 
from  Middelburg  to  Calais. 

'  14  Ric.  II,  cap.  1. 

'  21  Ric.  II,  cap.  17. 

'•  See  2  Hen.  VI.  cap.  4  |142l5i.  which  recites  previous  acts  and 
ordinances;  ;!  K.lw.  IV,.aii.  1  ( 14(>:!),and  4  Edw.  1 V,  cap-.  2,  3(1404  .')|. 


1 


!  I 


U 


t.iiifij  (if 
Ciilain. 


4^>  THE  MERCHANTS  OF  THE  ST..PLE      nixv. 

inn-  ca'/lnue,  until  it  parsed  back  into  h'rench 
hands,  in  tho  reign  of  Queen  ay,  in  the  year 
1558. 

Calais  liad  been  taken  by  Edward  III  in  1847, 
six  years  before   the   date  of  the    Statute  of  the 
-Staple.      It   was  a  most  valuable  prize,  giving  to 
the  English  a  port  from  which   English   shipping 
had  been  sorely  pirated,  and  with  it  control  of  the 
Straits  of  Do^er.     Its  neighboiuhood  to  and  kinship 
with  the  Flemish   towns,  the  main  customei-s  for 
English  wool,   marked  it  out  jus  the  place  of  all 
othe.-s  where  the  wool  staple  could  be  most  con- 
veniently held,  without  moving  the  staple  outside 
the  realm,     m  ( V7,v  Paper,  give  the  correspondence 
of  a  family  of  merchants  of  the  staple  in  the  late 
yeai-s  of  the  fifteenth  century.'    They  had  a  London 
homo  and  place  of  business  in    Mark    Lane-the 
Mart  Lane,   in    St.  Olave's   parish,  and  there  was 
ii    resident    partner    in    Oalais.      The    wool    came 
nuunly  from  tho  Cotswolds,  Cotswold  wool   being 
of  high   repute;^    it   was  weighed   at   Leadenhall; 

'^ee  -n,.  Cehj  Papers  u,t  .np.u     Stow  (Kinjr^lord,  i.  132  ;  see  ul.o 
.  -89    .,,,aks  of   monuments  in  St.  (.lave".  Churcl,.  Ha.t  Street, 

benefactoi^  of  th.s  church'.     The  inonun.ents  are  not  in  existence 

now.     In  y;..  7.,,.s.„„  un.rs,  which   ,n.  of  much  the  sun.e  date  as  n, 

U/y  />„/„,.,  ,v>ll  be  ,ou,ul  a  letter  from  Sir  ,fohn  I'aston  of  30  June 

4.0   .n  wh.ch  he  comments  on  the  difficulty  of  Kettin,,  „,oney  out  of 

he  hand,,  o     Merchants  of  the  Staple  (VV..  /V.Y..  L.tt....  edited  l,v 

.'ames  Gairdner,  1875,  vol.  iii,  p.  166i.  ■ 

'Thus  Ryn.er  give,  an  entry  i„  U38of  sixty  sacks  of  Cotswold  wool 

'Hin-  allowed   to   he  exported  for   the   Kinj.  ,.f   i'„rtui/nl    and  if   i 
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and  tho  tslups  which  ciuricd  it  lu  Calais  hailed  lium 
all  the  Eastern  and  South-eastern  ports  from  Boston 
to  tho  Mcdvvay.  Presumably  the  Cely  family  were 
typical  of  English  wool-merchants  generally,  ship- 
ping to  this  staple  centre ;  and  yet  the  monopoly 
whicli  was  given  to  Calais  as  a  market  for  the 
staple  wares  of  England  was  aftei-  all  but  a  limited 
monopoly,  and  was  indifferent./  maintained.  Roya^ 
licences  seem  to  have  l>een  given  from  the  time  of 
Kichard  II  onward  to  the  citizens  of  Newcastle- 
uixjn-Tyne  to  export  staple  produce  from  the  northern 
counties  elsewhere  than  to  Calais  :  there  is  a  statute 
of  Henry  VI,  in  the  year  U2*.),  temporarily  taking 
away  these  licences ;  and  in  Edward  IV's  reign,  if 
not  before,  the  Newcastle  privileges  were  established 
by  law.'     Again  t'alais  >vas  the  staple  for  Flanders 

'  Se(>  Andeisoii,  i.  2S8.  A  statut."  of  U2;i  (2  H,ii.  VI,  ca\>.  i)  cm- 
linueil  iiiul  lenewt'd  previous  ordiiiaiices  and  utatutcs  inescribing  tliat 
■staple  incrtliiiiidi.ses  should  be  sent  to  Calais  only,  but  made  an  t'xci'p- 
tion  in  favour  oftlie  wool,  fells  and  leather  of  the  four  northern  counties, 
Northumberland,  Westmoreland,  Cumberland,  and  the  bishopric  of 
Durham,  without  specifying  Ncwcastk  as  their  shipping,'  port.  A 
statute  of  1429  (8  Hen.  VI  cap.  21)  repealed  all  licences  t"  the  men 
of  Newcastle  and  Berwick  to  exi)ort  staple  meieliandises  elsewhere 
than  to  Calais.  A  statute  of  1463  (3  Kdw.  IV,  cap.  1)  provided  that 
wool  and  woolfels  should  be  carried  to  Calais  only,  but  excepted  the 
wools  of  the  four  northern  counties  and  the  coantieB  of  Alderton 
(Northallerton)  and  Richmond,  providing  that  this  northern  wool 
should  be  shipped  at  Newcastle  only.  A  statute  of  1464-5  (4  Edw.  IV, 
caps.  2,  3)  provided  that  wool  should  be  shipped  at  certain  specitie.l 
English  ports  only  and  carried  to  Calais  only,  but  again  excepted  the 
four  northern  counties,  Richniondshire  and  Northaldertonshire,  whose 
wool  was  to  be  shipped  at  Newcastle  '  to  pass  at  their  liberty,  this  act 
notwithstanding '.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  for  the  North  of  England 
N.'wi'astli'  was  put  in  the  place  of  Calais,  an>l  that  wool  shipped  ;it 
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and  Northorn  Europe  only.  Staple  gixxls  loi-  the 
Mediterranean,  for  the  markets  of  Genoa  or  Venice, 
were  not  sent  to  Calais  at  all,  hut  were  shipped 
direct  from  England,  mainly,  if  not  wholly,  from 
the  port  of  Southampton.  In  1878,  in  Kiehard  Us 
reign,'  while  it  was  provided  by  law,  as  we  have 
s*'en,  that  the  staple  should  be  held  at  Calais,  it 
was  at  the  same  time  provided  by  law  that  the 
merchants  of  the  West,  as  they  were  termed,  the 
*  merchants  of  Genoa,  Venice,  Catalonia,  Arragon, 
and  of  other  realms,  lands,  and  countries  towards 
the  West ',  might  buy  for  their  own  markets  staple 
merchandises  of  England  at  '  Hampton  or  elsewhere 
within  the  realm',  instead  of  going  to  Calais  tor 
them,  and  later  ordinances  and  statutes  contained 
similar  provisions. 

As  has  already  been  suggested,  it  can  hardly  l)e 
supposed  that  the  removal  of  the  staple  to  Calais 
involved  the  complete  extinction  of  the  staples  in 
the  English  cities."  The  cities  concerned  were  too 
many  and  too  strong   to  have  acquiesced  in  total 

Newcastle  nei'il  not  be  sunt  to  Cahiis.  Mr.  Malilcn  seems  tci  l.e 
mistaken  in  writing  tiiat  the  stajile  prodaots  Ironi  tiiesc  northern 
districts  '  were  to  go  to  Newcastle  and  tlienee  to  Calais  only  '  {Tin 
Cilii  I'ai>iis.  Introduction,  pp.  viii,  ix). 

'  -2  Ric.  II,  stat.  i,  cap.  3.  S.'e  also  2  Hen.  V,  stat.  ii,  cap.C  (1414i  : 
•2  Hen.  VI,  caj).  4  (142:!l,  &e.     Sei>  Anderson,  i.  257  ;  Macplierson, 

i.  Uh't  s. 

'  A  statute  of  1427  (6  Hen.  VI,  cap.  (ii  provi<led  that  every  mer- 
chant, denizen  and  alien,  should  be  allowed  to  ship  goods  at  Mel'jombe 
in  Dorset,  for  Calais.  This  seems  to  imply  that  only  certain  English 
ports  might  ship  goods  to  the  stap'  >  at  Calais.  In  this  law  denizens 
and  aliens  are  on  the  same  footing. 
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abolition  of  the  profit  which  accrued  to  a  recognized 
wool  market.  Bitter  enough  feeling  was  causi-d 
when  one  English  town  supplanted  another  in  this 
respect,  as  when  the  staple  was  moved  from  York 
to  Hull  and  from  Lincoln  to  Boston  ;  and  it  is 
impossible  to  believe  that  all  the  staples  in  Kngland 
were  at  once  and  summai'ily  clo.s"d  down  in  i'avour 
of  Calais.  Probably  the  Calais  market  became  more 
exclusively  the  one  market  for  Flemish  buyers  of 
English  wool,  as  the  wool  became  used  more  and 
more  in  England,  as  the  expert  of  wool  gi-ew  less 
and  less,  and  therefore  as  the  advantage  of  being 
a  staple  town  gradually  died  away  ;  but  in  the 
fourteenth  century  and  the  first  half  of  the  fifteenth 
century  to  be  a  staple  town  meant  much. 

"Jlie   erecting  of  the  staple  for  wool  at   West- Th..  w.st- 

,       •  ill,  •  ,  tninsti'i- 

minster  ,  we  are  told,  '  occasioned  so  great  a  resort  wu(,i 
to  that  royal  village,  that  it  thereby  grew  up  to ''*"''''■ 
a  pretty  good  town.' '  The  site  of  the  Westminster 
wool  .uipie  apparently  was  near  where  Bridge  Street 
now  runs;  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor  of  the 
stai)le  extended  from  Temple  Bar  tt)  Tothill  Fields  ;- 
and  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  wool  which 
ptissed  through  the  W*  ,cniinster  market  and  was 
shipped  at  the  Port  of  London,  the  mayor  of  the 
Westminster  staple  was  paid  .flOO  per  atmum,  and 


'  Aiulerson.  i.  ISt. 

■  By '2X  Edw.  Ill,  caj).  1".  {IVA),  •  [t  is  acooni.'d  ami  pstatiHsh.Hl 
tliiif  the  sliii)lp  nf  Wpstniinsti'i  sluill  In. gin  lii-j  Ik. unci  ut  TiMiiiilo  Bar 
and  oxtrnd  t(i  Tutidiill  . 
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each  of  tho  two  constubles  10  nuuks  per  aunian.' 

'  liy  the  ordinance  of  the  fees  of  the  mayors  and  eonstablea  of  tin- 
staiile,  either  1353  or  1354,  27  or  28  Edw.  HI,  'The  mayor  of  tlie 
staple  of  VVentiuinster  shall  take  C  li  (1100)  and  every  of  the  con- 
stables there  ten  marks'.  Ten  marks  represented  i,'13  tw.  </. ;  but 
another  reading  of  the  statute  is,  'and  every  of  the  conatab.es  there 
twenty  I'ounds'.  The  preamble  of  the  ordinance  runs,  'And  now 
conieth  an  much  wools,  or  well  nigh  as  much,  to  the  port  of  London, 
as  do  in  all  the  otiiei  staples  through  the  realm ' :  the  mayor  of  the 
Westminster  staple  was  accordingly  paid  more  highly  than  any  other 
mayor  of  a  staple.  For  an  account  of  the  Woolstaple  at  Westminster 
see  Strype,  ut  sup.,  vol.  li,  Hk.  V'l,  pp.  6,  7.  The  writer  says  of  the 
court  of  the  mayor  of  the  staple  at  Westminster,  'This  court,  though 
it  were  f.ir  more  ancient,  was  strengthened  and  warranted  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  27  Kdw.  111".  A  notification  of  the  election  of  the  mayor 
and  two  constables  of  the  Westminster  staple  in  1358  is  given  in 
F.nglinh  Kcoiiomic  Hixtoiy,  Select  Doiiimenis,  ut  stiji.,  p.  184.  Anderson 
(i.  '206)  says,  on  Ryiucr's  authority,  that  in  1375  the  staple  was 
removed  from  Westminster ;  he  suggests,  to  Staple  Inn.  Elsewhere 
(p.  1*25)  he  says,  'The  Inn  of  Chancery  near  Holborn  Bars  is  so 
denominated  from  their  warehouses  anciently  there  situated'.  Staple 
Inn,  however,  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  special  connexion  with 
the  Company  of  the  Staple  or  the  Westmintter  staple.  It  was  simply 
a  stapled  hall,  or  wholesale  warehouse,  until  it  became  an  Inn  ot 
Chancery  (see  Kingsford's  ed.  of  Stow,  ii.  363).  On  the  other  hand, 
in  a  petition  to  Edward  VI,  in  or  about  1561,  the  staplei-s  refer  to 
•  the  place  called  the  Staple  Inn  '  as  having  been  their  property,  but 
it  is  not  clear  whether  this  was  at  Calais  or  in  London  (S.  1'.  Doiii. 
Ed.  VI,  vol.  xiii.  No.  80).  By  King  Edward  I  V's  charter  to  the  citizens 
of  London  of  1463,  'The  tonnage,  and  weighing,  and  measuring,  lay- 
ing up,  and  placing,  and  housing  of  whatsoever  wools,  by  whomso- 
ever, from  whatsoever  parts,  brought  or  to  oe  brought  to  the  city 
aforesaid,  which  have  beforetime  been  accustomed  to  be  brought  to 
the  staple  at  Westminster,  shall  froai  hence  be,  and  be  miule  in  the 
l)lace  called  Leadenhall,  within  our  city  aforesaid,  and  in  no  other 
l)lace  within  three  miles  of  the  said  city '.  This  seems  to  mean  that 
the  stfiple  was  moved  from  Westminster  to  Leadenhall  in  the  city  of 
London  at  that  date  (see  Maitland's  llistoiij  uf  Londou,  175C  (vol.  i, 
)).  204).  The  court  of  the  mayor  of  the  staple,  however,  still  existed 
at  Westminster  in  Coke's  time.  See  Coke  upon  Littleton,  1809  ed., 
vol.  vii,  )ip.  '237-H,  ( aji.  ilvi,  on  The  Court  of  t«<e  Mayor  of  tln' 
Sta'ile. 
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King  Ilonry  VI  was  said  to  have  had  six  wool 
houses  at  Westminster,  which  ho  granted  to  the 
dignitaries  of  St.  Stephen's  Church;  and  possibly 
the  decline  of  the  staple  may  be  traced  in  the 
licence,  given  in  Rymer  under  the  date  10  June 
1520,  to  the  dean  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Stephen's 
Westminster  to  demolish  and  re-edify  the  ruinous 
tenements  in  the  Wool  Staple.  Other  towns 
and  ports  thrived,  like  Westminster,  on  their 
staple  privileges,  but  what  theii-  status  wjis  after 
the  staple  had  been  moved  to  Calais  is  «iuite 
uncertain. 

The  staplers  figure  in  a  Proclamation  foi'  a  free 
mart  at  Calais,  which  was  issued  by  Henry  VII  in 
January  1505,  and  to  which  further  reference  will 
be  made.'  The  Proclamation  more  especially  con- 
cerned the  Merchant  Adventuiers,  who  were  for 
the  time  translated  from  the  Low  Countries  to 
Calais,  and  who  had  become  a  strong,  and  were 
becoming  a  well-defined,  company.  It  bore  witness 
to  the  rivalry  between  the  older  and  the  yoimger 
organization,  for  it  contained  provisions  to  regulate 
the  mutual  relations.  Gerard  Malynes  asserts  that 
in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  King  Henry  VI,  m  1457-8, 
that  king  gave  the  staplers  a  charter,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  Henry  IV's  charter  to  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  was  '  not  meant  to  trouble  or  disquiet 
the  Merchants  of  the  Staple  in  bodies  or  goods  in 

'  See  below,  p.  70.     Tlie  Proclamation  will  be  t'ound  in  tlie  vohinio 
S.P.  Dom.  Chin-hn  II,  1661,  vol.  xxvii. 
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tlu)  Low  Countiii's'.'     Similarly,  Henry   Vll  wan 
at  pains  to  ki'op  tlu'  peace  l>etween  tlieni  when  they 
were  broiigiit  into  close  (iuartei-s  with  each  other  at 
Calais.     The  Proclainatiou  provided  tuat  the  Hale 
of  (he  McMchant  Adventiirors'  wares  at  the  Calais 
mart   was   not   to  be  hindered   by  the   mayor  and 
fellowship  of   the   staple.     Cases  'concerning   the 
feat  of  Merchants  Adventurers'  were  to  be   tried 
befoio  the  governor  or  governors  and  fellowship  of 
the   Adventurers:    cases    'concerning    the    feat   of 
Merchants  of  the  Staple '  before  the  mayor  of  the 
staple.     'Every  Merchant  of  the  Staple  using  or 
exercising  the  .said  feat  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
buying  and  bartering  any  of  the  said  merclmndi.ses 
belonging  unto  the  same  feat   [was]  not  only  [to] 
r»bserve  and  keep  the  statutes  and  ordinances  ni.'ule 
or  to  be  made  and  ordained  from  time  to  time  by 
the  said  Merchants  Adventurers,  but  also  be  con- 
tributors unto  them  for  the  .same  like   as   othei-s 
Merchants  Adventurers  do  or  hereafter  ought  to  do.' 
A  corresponding  provision  safeguarded  the  staplers 
in  turn,  if  Merclumt  Adventurers  entered  into  their 
line  of  bu.sine.ss.     It  is  clear  that  by  this  date  the 
staplers  were  developing    into   a   company    in   the 
ordinary  .sense.     The  elaborate  .system  which  had 
been  embodied  in  the  Statute  of  the  Staple  had 
gradually  become  obsolete :  the  staple  had  been  for 
a  long  time  domiciled  at  this  one  port  of  Calais; 
and  the  merchants,  who  had  been  part  and  parcel 

The  Criitrf  n/lh^  CiirJ,  uf(onii,„rte  (lit  nup.).  p.  94. 
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(>r  a   (Jnvciniiu'iit   luat'liiiu'ry,  (k'sij^m-d  for  all  ilw 

staple  iiiduHtrios  of  Kiij,'laii(l,  but  CHiH'cially  i'ov  wool, 

were  now  little  iiioro  than  Kii^'lish  njeirhaiits  who 

dealt  in  wool,  who  had  an  orj^anization  modelled  on 

old  linoH  for  that  paitieidar  trade,  and  whoso  actnal 

market  wats  at  Calais. 

In    or    about    the    year    ir).">l/    wc     find    them  ri,o 

petitioning  Kinjjf  Kdward  Vl  on  the  state  of  their  j'''|.';',l'' ' 

trade.     It  had  decayed  owinj;  to  the  imixtrtation  of  «•l"•Vl^^ 
,  .    ,  ,  I'M;;!!. 

.Spanish  wool,  the  constantly  growing  demand  for 
English  wool  for  home  maimfactures  with  a  conse- 
quent decrease  in  the  export,  and  the  fact  that  alien 
merchants  were  not  compelled  to  buy  and  ship  their 
wool  at  Calais.  The  petitioners  asketl  that  the  jirivi- 
leges  which  had  been  granted  to  the  staplers  by 
charter  by  the  king's  ancestors,  aiul  cunfirmed  In 
himself,  should  bo  rene\ved,  and  they  ottered  a  [)ay- 
ment  of  t;l,0()(>  spread  over  three  years  as  the  price 
of  renewal. 

The  loss  of  Calais  followed  in  1558  ;  and  in  1500-Tlic  l..>s 
they  laid  their  case  before  (^ueen  Eliziibeth  and  her  ii„,i  th!'  ' 
advisei-s,   pleading  the   gravity   of  the   misfortune  !'''''*".'" 
which  had  befallen  them,  the  lo^s  of  property,  the  Kiizai.rtii 

,,  in  I'lt'i". 

tact  that  the  laws  wliich  governed  the  trade,  and 
which  had  been  framed  for  the  Calais  mart,  had 
become  of  none  effect  through  the  loss  of  the  town. 


'  s.  r.  J),j„i.  Etiir.  Vl,  vi)l.  xiii.  No.  NJ;  Cnl.  S  P.  l>„iii.,  154T  sO, 
|i.  87.     Sec  above,  p.  14  luitc. 

■S.I'.  1)0111.  h'/i:..  vol.  XV.  N(..  .■.0:  C>il.  Si'.  I)„„i.^  l.'.47-80, 
11'.  IW-'J. 
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ami  tlu'  consoqiunt  ananliy  which  prevailt'd  in  th«> 
W(M»1  iiuhiHtrv.  Tho  romody  vvhicli  thoy  miggcNt^'d 
W)us  tho  It'KiiI  iiicoiiMiiation  of  one  united  fellowship 
iiiidor  the  government  of  an  elected  mayor  and  tw<» 
conMtahles  the  old  machinery,  the  mayctr  to  hold 
office  for  a  year  or  less,  the  constables  for  three 
months  or  less,  njayor  and  C(»nstahles  to  have 
anthority  over  the  whole  l)ody  of  staplers,  and  that 
hody  to  bo  styled  '  the  Mayor  Constables  and  Fellow- 
ship of  Merchantii  of  tho  Staple  of  England '.  Tlu- 
fellowship  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  hold  their 
meetings  in  London  or  elsewhere ;  and,  with  a 
view  to  prospective  marts  in  Flanders  and  Hrabant, 
they  asked  'to  be  exempted  from  the  government 
rule  or  punishment  of  the  governor  of  the  Merchant 
Adventuroi-s  Trafficking  into  the  Low  Countries'. 

The  Queen  acceded  to  the  petition  and  granted 
them  a  charter  on  the  ."iOth  of  May,  15t)l.'  By 
this  charter  they  weie  given  [xTpetual  succession 
and  made  a  body  corporate  under  the  title  which 
had  been  suggested,  'the  Mayor  Constables  and 
Fellowship  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple  of 
I^ngland'.  The  fellowship  were  to  enjoy  th.e  privi- 
leges which  they  had  enjoyed  at  Calais  :  the  mayor 
and  tho  two  constables  were  to  be  the  machinery 
of  government :    the  meetings  were  to  be  held  at 

'  Tattnit  Roll-,  .i  Kliz.  Can-  {Select  Charln:-  of  Trmliivi  CntH/Hiiiif'. 
15o0  1707,  Splden  Society.  I'.ti:?,  ji.  xxi  notei  suys  that  this  chart.  . 
was  '  apparently  given  to  avoid  rongoquonrfs  of  non  iKor  dnrinK 
a  recent  period  of  disturbed  trade  '  ;  hut  it  neems  rather  to  have  hem 
granted  in  order  to  I'mhody  the  staplers  as  an  up-to-date  eoinpany. 
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will  ill  hoiuldii  ,,!•  clsowlu-:  aixi  (In  if  wiiv  to  hr 
thrto  Htaplo  nmits  in  the  Low  Count  lies  at  HriiKCM 
for  Fiaridei-s,  Mi.MoIhiiiu  for  Z«<laiul,  and  Hcrgtn 
o|)  Z(M»in  for  Hialmnt,  or  at  any  of  tluni,  as  tlii« 
nmjoiity  .should  determine,  from  which  tlicy  were 
not  to  be  coinjKilsorily  moved  oxcept  after  nine 
nionth.s"  notice:  they  were  licensed  to  sell  wool 
urown  in  EuKland  and  to  export  it  from  all  the 
usual  Kiij,diHh  port.s. 

Soino  kind  of  supplementary  charter  seems  to  have  ti„. 
Ix'on  uiven  in  If.M-t:'  and  the  main  Kiant  wjls  .'.f ^fJi- 
renewed  and  ('onfirined  hy  King  James  I  in  a  new 
charter  which  he  gave  to  the  staplers  on  the  'JOth  of 
March  I<)18.-  Three  years  previously,  in  Kll"), 
when  incorporating  the  new  company  of  'the 
King's  Merchants  Adventurers  of  the  New  Trade 
of  London ',  King  James  had  been  caieful  to  safe- 
guard the  .staplers'  rights.  It  will  be  seen  later 
that  this  now  company,  designed  to  supplant  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  proved  a  com- 
plete failure,  and  that  the  Men  hant  Adventurers 
regained  all  of  and  more  than  their  former  privi- 
leges in  a  new  charter  of  .January  161H.  Li  this 
new  charter  again  due  provision  was  made  to 
I)rot«ct  the  staplers,  but  it  may  be  taken  that  they 

.'  S'"  <-■"'•  ''I'-  '" '-'^l  I"),  p.  20J.  unil..,  .liil,.  IH  S..i.t..mbLT 

l'if<4.     Miilyiics  8p,<.iks  of  tw.,  cliiirtcrH  lifinj,'  given  to  tlic  staplers  In- 
•Jiicnn  Elizaboth,  :!nl  And  Jiith  Kli^.  (77,-  d^'n-of  il,^  Cirri,  nf  0>m- 
mtirt.  1623,  p.  92). 
-  Patent.  R. .lis.  ir.  ,Iac.  I,  ft.  \l.  N,..  t. 
^  Sec  below.  |ip.  It'    100. 
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ill  turn  were   given  a  charter  for  themselves   as 
a  set-off  to  the  grant  to  tiie  Merchant  Adventurers. 

Thi  charter  of  King  James  in  some  sort  seemed 
to  revive  the  old  order  which  Edward  III  had 
called  into  existence,  by  prescribing  that  the  staple 
of  wools  and  skins  should,  after  the  requisite  nine 
months'  notice  had  expired,  be  removed  from  the 
towns  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  that  thenceforward 
the  staple  of  wools  and  woolfels  should  bo  held 
within  the  realm  and  nowhere  else.  A  large  number 
of  cities  and  towns  were  specified.  London  (the 
city  of  London  and  suburbs),  Canterbury,  Exeter, 
Norwich,  Lincoln,  Winchester  savoured  of  the  old 
time,  and  other  towns,  representing  their  respective 
counties,  were  named,  such  as  Woodstock  for 
Oxfc.dshire,  Cirencester  for  Gloucestershire,  Kendal 
for  Westmoreland.'  In  all  these  places  and  else- 
where within  the  realm  the  fellowship  were  given 
full  power,  without  hindrance  from  the  king's 
officei*s,  to  deal  with  all  kinds  of  wool.  For  the 
rest  the  king,  professing  his  wish  to  restore  the 
former  prosperity  of  the  staplei*s  and  to  revive 
the  wool  trade,  granted  them  no  less  privileges  than 
before.  The  mayor,  constables,  and  fellowship, 
meeting  '  in  the  place  called  Leddenhall '  in  London, 

'  The  other  towns  were  Worcester.  Shrewsbury  and  Oswestry  for 
Salop,  Noithamptoi.  and  Brackley  for  Northamptonshire,  Reading  for 
Berks.,  Sherborne  for  Dorset,  Devizes  for  Willc,  Taunton  (called 
Taunton  Dean)  for  Sonvrsetshire,  Ratsdale  (Rochdale)  for  Lancashire, 
Richmond,  WiiketieM,  nnd  H;\!iliix  for  Voikshive,  Coj»ge?hall  fivi 
Kssex. 
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or  elsewhere,  were  to  decide  the  rule  and  govern- 
ment of  all  the  staplers  in  all  the  counties,  who 
were  to  be  subordinate  to  their  control.  A  proviso, 
however,  was  inserted,  that  the  grant  was  not  to 
be  in  restraint  of  the  trade  of  the  clothworkei-s  or 
spinners  of  England. 

In  spite  of  references  to  privileges  having  boon 
confirmed  by  charter  by  previous  kings,  there  does 
not   seem   to   have   been  any   charter  before   the 
charter  of  Elizabeth  which  can  be  said  to  have 
incorporatoH  the  staplers  as  u  company.     On  these 
two  charters  of  Elizabeth  and  James  they  relied 
in  after  years,  as  they  sank  into  decay.     They  had 
gradually  grown   to  be  u  company:    rivalry  with 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  crystallized  them  into 
a  company;   and    when    they   were   ousted   from 
Calais,  it  wa.s  only  by  taking  definite  form   and 
shape  as  a  company  that  they  could  continue  in 
existence  at  all.     Queen  Elizabeth  did  for  them 
what  she  did  for  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s,  as  we 
shall  see  later.     She  gave  them  a  legal  standing, 
made  them  a  corporate  body ;  and,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s,  from  having  been 
the  merchants  of  the  staple  at  Calais,  they  took  on 
a  more  national  guise  and  the  title  of  Merchants 
of  the  Staple  of  England.     Evidently  the  seat  of 
government  was  to  be  in  London— all  the  more  so 
when  King  James  put  an  end  to  the  wool  staples 
in  the  Low  Countries. 
Veiy    interesting,   charactoristically    English    in 
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lulhereiu'o  to  old  forms  and  methods,  is  the  fact 
th.it  the  mayor  and  constables  survived  as  the 
machinery  of  government,  and  that  English  towns 
wore  named  as  stiiple  markets,  as  though  to  call 
back  into  life  the  system  of  the  Middle  Ages. 
What  was  actually  in  being  was  a  society  of  wool 
merchants,  representing  what  remained  of  an  export 
trade  which  had  once  surpassed  all  others  ;  and 
these  chartei-s,  granted  to  the  wool  merchants 
themselves,  coupled  with  the  c'auscs  in  charters 
granted  to  other  companies,  which  protected  the 
rights  of  the  staplers,  kept  the  latter  alive  after 
their  time  of  active  usefulness  had  passed. 
The  It  may  almost  be  said  that  they  were  indirectly 

bawicii    ^^V^  '^^^"^^  ^y  ^^^^  "'^•'^^  organization  to  which  they 
^^'= ,        owed  their  downfall.     The  enemies  of  the  Merchant 

staplers 

and  tiie  Advonturers  were  the  frieuds  of  the  staplers,  and 
Aiiven-  were  at  pains  to  emphasize  the  staplers'  claims 
and  to  try  to  galvanize  the  staplers  back  into  life, 
as  against  the  powerful  company  whose  monopoly 
was  so  well  organized  and  so  aggressive.  The 
champions  of  the  staplers  were  of  the  chiss  of  men 
who  prefer  the  old  to  the  new  ;  they  regarded  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  as  usurpers,  they  believed 
that  there  might  still  be  a  future  for  the  export 
trade  in  wool.  In  162-2  and  1628  Gerard  Malynes, 
commercial  theorist  or  political  economist  of  the 
day,  great  on  the  subject  of  exchanges,  took  up 
the  cudgels  on  their  behalf,  and  belaboured  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  and  theii-  advocate,  Edward 
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Missenden,  contendint'  that  tho  staplers  had  in 
past  times  Jkjcii  exporters  of  doth  as  well  as  of 
wool,  and  that  through  the  Adventurers'  machina- 
tions their  activities  had  been  restricted  to  tht;  wool 
trade.  The  controversy  raged  as  to  whether,  when 
staplei-s  exp<jrted  cloth,  they  had  done  so  in  their  own 
right  or  in  virtue  of  being  Merchant  Adventurers 
also,  and  Malynes  contended  that  in  the  reigns  of 
Richard  II,  Henry  VI,  Edward  IV,  and  Henry  VII 
'above  an  hundred  mere  staplers  not  free  of  the 
Merchants  Adventurers'"  had  shipped  woollen 
cloths  to  foreign  parts  in  addition  to  similar  shi])- 
pings  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII  and  Elizabeth. 
As  in  the  beginning  staplers  and  Meichant  Ad- 
venturers had  been  one  anc'  the  same  body  of 
merchants,  so  in  later  times  the  fact  that  individual 
merchants  belonged  to  both  companies-  made  it 
difficult  to  determine  wheie  the  line  should  bt> 
drawn  between  them. 

There  is  an  historical  interest  attaching  to  the 
controvei-sy.  It  is  a  useful  reminder  that  the 
merchants  of  the  staple  were  in  their  origin  not 
merchants  for  wool  alone  but  for  all  of  what  weic 
held  to  be  the  staple  merchandises  of  Englaml. 
It  was  only  because  wool  proved  to  ))e  by  far  the 

'  The  Ci  titer  of  the  Ciirh'  uf  Contnini,,  1G"J3,  |p.  'J4.  j^ec  iiliovi', 
p.  I'i  note. 

^  Tlio  Merchant  Adventurers  did  iiut  relish  having  st^qders  ;i< 
members  of  their  Lody,  to  judge  by  tlie  fact  that  in  or  about  IoMO 
Wiry  put  forward  reasons  again-^t  the  admis>ion  of  any  nirnliatit  of 
the  staph'  into  tiirir  fellowship.     See  Cn!.  S.  1'.  ]hiin..  IMT  sO,  n.  r,\i<. 
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most  important  of  these  merchandises  tliat  the 
staple  became  in  eifect  the  wool  staple,  and  the 
merchants  of  the  staple  the  wool  merchants. 
The  old  statutes  and  ordinances  connected  with  the 
staple,  an  has  been  seen,  specified  not  only  wool 
and  woolfels,  but  leather,  lead,  and  tin  'and  all 
other  merchandises  pertaining  to  the  staple  ' ;  •  and 
then  there  arose  the  question  whether  cloth  was 
a  staple  merchandise,  and  whether  the  staplers 
were  justified  in  exporting  it.  About  the  year 
1683-   they   seem,   at   the   suit   of   the   Merchant 


■: 


'  2  Hen.  VI,  cap.  4,  '  the  whole  repair  of  wool:*,  woolfels,  leather, 
lead  [whole  tin  and]  shotten  tin,  and  all  other  merchandises  pertain- 
ing to  the  staple'. 

»  See  Cul.  S.P.  Dom.,  1581-90,  pp.  7s.  114,  6.37.  On  p.  G37  is  un 
entry  of  application  made  to  the  Council  by  the  staplers  in  or  about 
1589,  and  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers'  answer,  '  points  to  prove  that 
cloths  are  .lo staple  merchandise  '.  In  this  connexion  it  is  interesting 
to  note  tha  preamble  of  the  Act  quoted  in  the  previous  note,  2  Hen.  VI, 
cap.  4  (l-t23).  '  Whereas  the  noble  King  Edward  the  Third  did  ordain 
his  staple  to  be  at  Calais,  and  that  the  whole  repairs  of  wools,  wo^lfelsi, 
leather,  lead,  tin,  butter,  cheese,  and  other  merchandise,  except 
woollen  cloths,  and  red  herring,  passing  out  of  the  realm  of  England 
and  his  lands  of  Wales  and  Ireland,  and  his  town  of  Berwick  on 
Tweed,  should  be  at  the  said  town  of  Calais".  While  butter  and 
cheese  are  added  to  the  list  of  standard  staple  merchandises,  woollen 
cloths  are  expressly  excepted.  A  reference  to  21  Ric.  II,  cap.  17 
(1397-8),  will  show  that  in  that  Act  wools,  woolfels,  leather,  lead,  tin, 
cheese,  butter,  and  honey  are  given  as  the  articles  which  were  then 
sent,  or  ought  to  be  sent,  to  the  staple  at  Calais,  and  out  of  them 
wools,  leather,  woolfels,  tin,  and  lead  are  specified  as  'the  great 
merchandises',  with  regard  to  which  the  staple  law  was  to  be  strictly 
enforced.  In  Henry  Vll's  Proclamation  for  a  Free  Mart  at  Calais  (see 
above,  p.  45,  and  below,  p.  70)  are  the  words,  '  tin,  leather,  butter, 
cheese,  tallow,  and  lead  called  staple  ware '.  Stow,  in  claiming  that 
the  merchants  of  the  staple  were  the  oldest  merchants  of  England  (as 
above,  p.  22).  adds,  '  It  soi'meth  .  .  .  that  .all  commodities  of  the  realm 
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Adventuiei-h,  to  have  been  definitely  jnohibited 
from  doing  so ;  and  it  is  clear  that  the  proliibition 
was  strongly  enforced  when  Malynes  wrote  his 
indignant  protests  and  after  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers had  gained  the  whip-hand  over  King  James  I. 

But  the  quarrel  was  only  the  flickering  of  tlie 
embei-s  when  the  fire  had  nearly  gone  out.  The 
staplers  lived  on  indefinitely,  but  they  lived  in 
a  comatose  condition  ;  for  all  practical  purposes, 
after  King  James  I's  reign  at  the  latest,  they  pass 
out  of  history.  1  Their  story  is  the  story  of  the 
beginning  of  English  exports  on  any  considerable 
sciile,  and  of  a  system  which  was  devised  for  the 
purpose.  The  main  interest  of  the  system  lies  in 
the  fact  that  the  Government  worked  through 
private  merchants,  and  used  them  as  machinery  for 
State  purposes. 

Here  is  an  early  illustration  of  co-operation 
l)etween  State  authority  and  private  enterprise, 
which  has  been  the  greatest  of  all  factors  in  the 
making  of  the  British  Empire.  No  other  people 
than  the  English  have  developed  so  strongly,  so 


iiro  staple  iiieichandises  by  law  and  cliarter,  us  wools,  loatlior. 
wojIMs,  load,  tin,  cloth,  &c.'  (Kingsford,  vol.  ii,  p.  10 1 1.  The  standanl 
list  wuH  no  doiitit  wool,  woolt'els,  leather,  lead,  tin  ;  and  other  articles 
were  ailded  at  will  from  time  to  time. 

'  Anderson,  writing  in  1764,  says  (i.  125),  'At  this  day  they  are 
only  a  mere  name,  without  any  virtual  existence;  nevertheles.s  (hey 
keep  up  the  form  and  show  of  a  corporation  by  continuin<{  annually 
to  elect  the  officers  of  their  company  as  directed  by  their  ancient 
charters,"  &c.  Macpherson  hiis  adopted  a  revised  version  of  this 
passage  in  the  .asi.-  of  the  Eastlanders,  below,  p.  170. 
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illogically,  and  so  .successfully  an  undoi-standing 
between  private  initiative  and  State  control,  and 
we  see  the  beginning  of  it  in  the  staple  system. 
This  system,  in  a  most  clumsy,  shifting,  uncertain 
way,  none  the  less  did  its  work ;  and,  when  its 
time  was  past,  out  of  the  system  there  emerged 
a  company  which  appealed  to  the  past  as  though 
it  had  always  existed  on  company  lines,  and  pro- 
longed its  existence  partly  by  the  feeling  which 
was  excited  of  tenderness  for  the  past,  and  partly 
because  the  company  was  a  useful  rallying  point 
against  the  monopoly  of  another  company.  But 
it  was  no  more  than  the  shell  of  a  company,  without 
the  substance.  What  membership  fees,  if  any,  the 
staplers  paid ;  what  privileges  the  fees  secured ; 
what  rules  governed  the  fellowship;  whether  the 
mayor  and  constables  in  London  exercised  any  real 
authority  over  any  one  else,  is  all  to  seek.  What- 
ever the  company  was  or  did,  it  faded  to  nothing, 
overshadowed  and  obliterated  l)y  a  rival  and  far 
more  masterful  association. 


CHAFfER   III 

THE  MERCHANT  ADVENTURERS  OF  ENfJLANJ) 

In  a  pamphlet  of  or  about  the  year  1<>70,'  entitled  The 
♦  The  juivantages  of  the  Kingdom  of  England,  both  IhI^^m,','' 
abroad  and  at  home,  by  managing  and  issuing  the  ^Yv"n- 
drapery  and  woollen  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  t"r'''»- 
under  the  ancient  government  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Merchant  Adventurera  of  England',  we  read  that 
'  In  King  Edward  I's  time,  there  did  spring  up  out 
of  the  Guild  of  Mercei-s,  London,  a  sort  of  English 
merchants,  who  first  began  to  attempt  the  bringing 
in  the  making  of  cloth  into  this  land,  and  about 
anno  1296-  they  obtained  privilegts  of  John   II, 
Duke  of  Brabant,  and  stapled  themselves  in  Ant- 
werp, joining  in  society  with  them  all  other  English 
merchants  resorting  to  those  parts '.    The  privileges 
given  by  the  Duke  of  Brabant  in  1290  wore,  as  has 

•  B.  M.  712.  g.  V'. 

'  See  the  note  to  j).  22  above,  in  which  Strype  and  Maithind  are 
<luoted  .18  asserting  that  the  Merchant  Adventurers  were  incorporated 
by  Edward  I  in  1296.  Similarly,  Burgon  {Life  and  Times  of  Sir  'Diumiis 
Oitsham,  1839)  says  (vol.  i,  p.  187)  that  they  were  incorporated  by 
Edward  I  as  early  as  1296,  'when  they  established  a  foctory  at 
.\ntwerp  and  employed  themselves  in  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
cloths  ' ;  though  a  few  lines  before  he  says,  '  From  the  society  known 
by  the  name  of  Merchants  uf  the  Staple  arose  in  1358  another,  callrd 
the  comjiany  uf  the  Merchant  Advcnturerh '. 
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l>oon  scon,  given  to  English  niorchantH  gononilly, 
heforo  they  were  divided  into  ntaplei-s  und  Merchant 
Adventurers.      We  have  seen    too   that,   like   tiie 
staplei-s,    the    Merchant   Adventurers    chiinied    an 
ancient  origin,  styling  themselves  the  Brotherhood 
of  St.  Thomas  Becket.     This  sainted  anticjuity  was 
east  in  their  teeth  in  later  yeai-s  by  outsiders,  who 
resented  their  monopoly  and  their  exactions.     This 
is  shown  by  the  preamble  to  the  Act  of  1496,  with 
its  references  to  the  tines  '  demanded  by  colour  of 
a  fraternity  of  St.  Thomas  of  Canteibury'  and  to 
'  feigned  holiness '.     The  Adventurers  grew  out  of, 
or  at  any  rate  were  very  closely  connected  with,  the 
Guild  of  Mercers,  for  down  to  152G  the  minutes  of 
the  two  companies  were  kept  in  the  .same  book, 
and  prior  to  the  great  Fire  of  London  in  1660,  the 
Mercers'  piemises   were   the   head-quarters  of  the 
London  Merchant  Adventuroi-s.'     In  short,  out  of 
tlie  municipal  guild,  and  on  the  lines  of  the  muni- 
cipal guild,  grew  the  company  for  trading  Ijeyond 
the  .seas. 


•  The  source  of  this  information  appears  to  Lu  the  Mercers"  Reconls. 
See  the  Li/e  ami  Typorjiaph;,  of  William  C<ijrt„n,  1S61,  by  Willi.ani 
lllades,  pp.  13  16,  and  the  authorities  given  on  p.  i:].  The  Merchant 
Adventurers  had  an  office  under  the  Mercers'  Hall  down  to  the  date 
of  the  Fire  of  London.  Mr.  Ulades  shows  that  in  early  days  the 
Mercers  were  predominant  among  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  and 
this  is  proved  by  the  wording  of  the  preamble  of  the  Act  of  1496,  wliich 
speaks  of  'the  fellowship  of  the  Mercers  and  other  merchants  and 
Adventurers  dwelling  and  being  free  within  the  City  of  London  ' 
(see  below,  1).  68;.  See  also  Dr.  Dendy's  ExtmcUj  vm  the  JUronls  of 
the  Me,rl„n,t  A'lreiilnrns  of  X.wcasth-iqum-Tyn.;  Snrtees  Society 
vul.  i,  l<9.-<,  IVfaco,  \i.  xx.\iv. 
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Tho  account  which  their  .socretiiry,  John  Whcolor,  Whetler's 
writing  in  IGOl,  gave  of  their  origin,  is  that  thoy  TfX'iS 
obtainetl  privileges  from  the  Duke  of  Brabant  in  •""'^f'" 
1248,  being  then  tho  bi-otherhood  of  St.  Thonia.s 
Becket  of  Canterbury;   that  in  1308,  after  Calais 
had   been   taken   by   the   Engliwh,    Louis,   Earl   of 
Flanders,    gave    large    privileges   to   English   nur- 
(thants,  and   that   (he   company,  which   had   been 
recognized  by  tho  English  king,  Edward  III,  settled 
themselves   at   Bruges,   whence    they   removed   to 
Middelburg,   and    from    Middelburg,    about    1444, 
to  Antwerp;  that  in  1446  Philip  the  Good,  Duke 
of  Bui-gundy,  'gave  privileges'  at  Antwerp  'to  tho 
Company  under  the  name  of  the  English  nation,  by 
which  name  the  said  company  ever  since  hath  been 
most  commonly   known   in   the   Low  Countries',' 
and  those  privileges  were  confirmed  in   the   same 
year  by  the  city  authorities.    It  can  only  be  repeated 
that  the  fact  that  both  the  staplers  and  the  Mer- 
chant Adventurers  claimed  the  same  origin,  that 
l)oth  were   reputed   to   have  begun   their  trading 
operations  outside  the  realm,  in  Brabant  or  Flanders, 

'  A  TreatLte  of  Coinnieive,  ^c,  by  John  Wlieelei-,  acLretary  to  the 
Merchants  Advfiitureis,  1601,  printed  at  Midilclbuiir  by  the  printer  to 
the  States  of  Zealand,  pp.  8.  9,  15, 17,  anothei-  edition  l)eiiig  printed  in 
London  at  tlie  same  time.  The  statement  that  the  company  settled  at 
Bruges  in  or  after  1358,  having  been  recognized  by  Edward  III, 
seems  to  be  borne  out  by  the  document  of  1359  referred  to  above, 
p.  32  note.  Rymer  mentions  in  the  years  13.59,  13G0,  1301  John 
Walewayn,  who  was  much  employed  by  Edward  III,  and  who  is 
styled  'governor  of  tho  mercli;ints  at  linigos  '  and  '  governor  of  tlie 
merchants  in  Flanders  '. 
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and  that  the  Maine  dates  are  given  in  either  t-ane, 
simply  means  that  originally  there  was  only  one 
set  of  merchants,  who  subsequently  parted  into 
two  bands.  The  8tai)lei-s  became  the  homo  mer- 
ihants,  mainly  concerned  with  the  exi)ort  of  the 
raw  product,  wool.  The  Merchant  Advent urem  l>e- 
came  the  English  merchants  domiciled  or  sojourning 
across  the  seas,  in  foreign  parts  though  near  home : 
they  were  concerned  with  importing  into  the  cities 
and  lands  wherein  they  planted  themselves,  not 
wool  grown  in  England,  but  cloth  made  in  England 
from  English  wool. 

The  staplers,  however,  had  undoubted  claim  to 
seniority  as  tigainst  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s. 
The  staplers  could  point  to  the  reigns  of  Edward  11 
and  Edward  III  for  laws  or  royal  edicts,  bearing 
undeniable  evidence  to  their  separate  and  concrete 
exi.stence.  The  Merchant  Adventurers,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  ordinary  accounts  are  accepted,  must  be 
held  to  have  dated  officially  only  from  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  '  In  the  year  1399,'  says  Wheeler,  '  the 
art  of  making  of  cloth  being  grown  to  good  perfec- 
tion within  this  realm.  King  Henry  IV  first  prohibited 
the  invection  of  foreign  made  cloth,  and  gave  unti) 
the  said  company  a  very  beneficial  and  ample 
charter  of  privileges,  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  same  purpose  and  intent,  as  his  pre- 
decessor King  Edward  the  Third  had  done  before 
him.'  •  The  charter  contained,  we  are  told,  a  provision 

'  Wlicoler,  p.  9. 
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'  tliut  any  iium  imyinj;  llu»  ImuiK-o  of  an  old  noble 
might  fro«'ly  consort  and  trade  with  thoni','  and  it 
was,  we  are  told  tigain  more  accurately,  'a  chartoi- 
to  govern  this  trade  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and 
he  (the  king)  grounded  the  same  upon  detect  of 
good  government '.-  In  other  words,  the  king  gavr 
[Kjrmission  to  the  merchants,  who  constituted  or 
wore  the  forerunnei-s  of  the  company,  to  choose  a 
governor  with  duly  authorized  powers. '     The  grant, 

•  Sfc  .1  />(.H(OM/w  •on^i^fiing  oj  motitr^  for  th,-  Enlitiyrment  <iiiil 
Fi-rtdnm  nf  Tnidr,  ut  sup.,  1645,  p.  21.  Quoted  hIho  liy  Anderfwn,  i. 
233,  who  make!)  iin  old  nolde  equal  to  'about  18/-  of  inodiTn  nionoy  '. 

'  From  the  pamphlet  of  1670,  ijuoted  above  on  p.  57. 

■'■  The  question  of  tho  fiint  grant  to  the  Merchant  Adv.-nturei-s  in,  or 
WHS,  somewhat  obscure.  As  wtated  in  the  toxt,  Wheeler  gays  explicitly 
that  Henry  IV  gave  a  very  '  ample  charter  ',  which  wag  lonfirmed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  there  is  no  record  of  anyiuch  Act  at  this  date. 
The  grant,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  ntatement  of  Wheeler  and 
other  writers,  is  given  in  Rymer  under  date  5  February  1406/7.  and 
is  a  royal  licence  to  the  English  merchants  in  Holland,  Zeeland, 
lirabant,  and  Flandei-s  to  elect  governors  and  make  laws  and  regula- 
tions for  themselves.  This  grant  or  licence  was  magniHed  by  those 
who  came  after,  as  Macpherson  points  out  in  the  following  note 
(AiiiialM  of  Cominfi-ct,  1805,  vol.  i,  p.  617,  note) :  'This  is  the  charter 
by  which  the  company  of  Merchant  Adventurers  claimed  the  exercit^e 
of  exclusive  trade.  But  there  is  here  no  intention  of  any  excluBive 
privilege  nor  any  hint  of  a  corporate  body,  or  a  collective  name, 
whether  of  fft.  Thomas  Becket  or  Adventurers.  Wheeler,  Misselden. 
Malynes.  and  other  keen  disputants  on  both  sides  of  those  now 
dormant  contests,  seem  all  U)  have  a.-'serted  boldly  without  giving 
themselves  much  trouble  in  searching  for  records  to  substantiate  their 
pretensions.'     Anderson  is  confusing,  for  he  notices  grants  under  both 

1406  and  1407  (vol.  i.  pp.  233-4).     But,  if  this  grant  of  5  February 

1407  is  the  ba.sis  for  Wheeler's  statenant.  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the 
lieginning  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  should  not  be  put  further 
bark,  as  e.g.  to  the  licence  of  Edward  HI  to  the  merchants  at  Bruges 
to  elect  governors  of  135<»,  which  has  been  noticed  above,  pp.  32.  .59. 
Archdeacon  Cunningham  siiys(p.  fi23|  that  the  ^roup  <.f  merchants  at 
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which  Wiis  iippurently  thf  l)iwis  for  the  stutemeuts 
which  have  boon  quoto<l.  was  dated  5  Fobruarj- 
1407  or  1406  old  ntyIo.  I'lirtlier  rotcrcnco  will  bo 
inado  to  it :  it  related  entirely  to  the  l>etter  govern- 
mont  of  tho  Eiigli.sh  merchantH  in  the  Low  CountrioM, 
and  only  indirectly  constitutetl  a  company,  no  n  on- 
tion  licing  made  of  any  memberHhip  fee  or  of  any 
connnon  name.  The  fact  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  provide  by  royal  edict  for  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order  among  English  merchants  on  the  Conti- 
nent proves  that,  by  the  beginning  of  the  lifteenth 
cenUiry,  the  wool  and  cloth  trade  had  attracted  a 
lai-go  number  of  Englishmen  into  residence  outside 
tho  realm.' 

The  successors  of  Henry  IV  contirmed  or  exton<led 
this  grant,  notably  Edward  IV,  whose  voluminous 
new  charter  of  the  IHth  of  April  1462  v  11  be  found 
in  llakluyt.-      It  gave  to  the  English  merchants 


'  i 


Brujjes  in  l;>.V.t  '  ociupicl  a  |iosition  closely  resenihlin}^  tliat  of  llio 
Morchunt  AdventuriTs  fifty  yiure  later',  but  there  does  not  aeem  any 
particular  reason  todistinguiNli  thrin  from  thi'  Merchant  Adventurers, 
and  pog.aibly  Wheeler  miiy  be  referrinj.,  to  this  13.59  j^iant  when  he 
sayg  (pp.  8  and  9)  that  Kdward  III  confirmed  the  privileges  given  in 
1248  by  John,  Duke  of  B'aliant  '  for  the  !<ubgtantial  government  of 
the  i-aid  ,'ompany  in  their  iiiuli'',  though  Uruge-^  of  course  was  not  in 
Brabant  but  in  Flanders. 

For  this  and  later  charters  given  to  the  Meichant  Adventurers  see 
the  charter  of  Charles  II,  which  refers  to  or  recites  them  all,  except 
the  charter  of  Edward  IV.  S.P.  Dom.  Vhariis  II,  1661,  January, 
vol.  xxvii.  There  is  some  confusioTi  in  the  recital  of  tho  old  charters, 
but  there  were  at  least  two  grant-  by  Henry  V.  in  1413  and  1420,  and 
one  by  Henry  VI  on  'JO  June  1428. 

''  The  rharter  is  h"aib'<l   'A   large  Charter  granted  by  K  Kdward 
the  4  in  the  Second  year  of  his  reign,  to  the  uierihunls  of  Kngland 
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Hcttlt'd  ill  riaiulei-H,  Iluinault,  Ilollaiid  /uelaiid, 
p<jnuis!siMn  to  elect  u  governor  with  sufficioiit  li»'U- 
tenants  and  deputien  and  '  jufsticers '  not  exceeding 
twelve  ;  Imt  still  the  title  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
had  not  come  into  use.  Before  this  date,  in  14-M), 
while  Henry  \'I  was  on  the  throne,  th'-  EiiKlish 
merchants  had,  as  we  have  learnt  from  V'heeler, 
secured  a  ^rant  of  new  privileges  irom  the 
then  ruler  of  the  Low  Countries,  Philip  the 
IJood,  Duke  of  Burgundy,'  a  ^lant  which  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Intercui-sus  Magnus 
of  1 lUC. 

The  Lilirl  of  F.iiijUsh  rolirif,^  written  ihout  14'{7, 
in  Henry  Vl's  reign,  tells  of  the  busy  commerce  of 
the  Low  Countries  and  of  English  trade  with  the 
Low  Countries  in  the  middle  years  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  Incidentally  it  illustrates  the  constant  use 
of  the  term  '  staple ' : 

'  For  Flanders  is  staple,  as  men  tell  me, 
To  all  nations  of  Christianity.' 

rcBiilciit  fsiH'fiiiUy  in  the  Nutheilatiil,  tor  tlii'ir  choosing  of  ,i  master 
iiiid;,'overnor  iinioni;  the  nisei  ves,  which  fjoveiinnont  was  first  apjiointcil 
unto  one  William  Uliray,  with  exiiross  mention  what  authority  he 
should  have'  (Hakluyt,  :it  su/i.,  vol.  ii.  jiii.  147  TiS).  It  is  a  wholly 
new  ehariei-  making  no  ret'i'vence  to  (iroviouH  H'-'nttf-  I'ossilily  lor 
this  reason  it  wa.s  omitted  in  tin'  recitals  contained  in  the  charter  of 
Charles  11. 

'  It  was  a  eommireial  treaty  lor  twelve  years  signed  at  Calais 
1  August  1446  (see  Kymer).  tlrcat  stress  wa.s  laid  upon  it  in  Aiiiilis 
I'll'irfil  tu  till'  t'onnril  hi/  Ihi  Mtr  iits  Adidiliiiern  upon  ncaisiun 
III'  III''  Iri'iitij  iiifli  till'  Piifcli  (till  '  .p  heinp  Liivcn  as  the  fith  ot 
.^ll^'llst^  ■{  Noveiulii  r  Itio:}  (KynnM). 

■  Hakluyt,  iit  .-iiji.,  vol.  ii,  {i\>   114  47. 
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And  Spain  sent  her  pi-oducts 

'  Unto  Bruges,  as  to  her  staple  fayie.' 

The  main  English  export  was  still  evidently  wool 
rather  than  cloth : 

*  But  Flemings,  if  ye  be  not  wroth, 
The  great  substance  of  your  cloth  at  the  full 
Ye  wot  ye  make  it  of  our  English  wool.' 

Both  Spain  and  Flandere  largely  depended,  ac- 
cording to  the  writer,  upon  English  commodities, 
wool  and  tin.  English  cloth  is  chiefly  mentioned 
in  connexion  with  Brabant: 

'And  we  to  martis  in  Brabant  charged  been 
With  English  cloth  full  good  and  fair  to  seen.' 

Brug.s.  Bruges  was  about  this  date  the  city  which  out- 
shone all  others,  and  Bruges  was  the  first  head- 
(luartei-s  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  after  they 
had  begun  to  form  a  distinct  body  of  traders.  In 
after  years  they  referred  to  it  as  *  the  town  of 
Bridges  their  most  ancient  residence  in  Flanders'.' 
Wheeler's  account  is  that  the  citizens  of  Bruges 
turned  against  the  Adventurers,  who  were  forced 
to  leave  the  city  for  Middelburg;  that  in  or  about 
1444  '  Antwerp,  being  but  a  poor  and  simple  town, 
standing  in  Brabant,  made  great  suit  to  the  com- 
pany'; that  the  Adventurei-s  then  went  to  Antwerp 
and  made  their  chief  centre  there  and  at  Bergen  op 

'  Fiuiii  .1  iiililiiiii  III'  III''  Minliiiiit  Ailnnliirern  riinifniini/  the 
ifinonnij  their  lomiMnni  pom  Hnttenlam  to  Fliinil'is  ipcpivcd  liy  <he 
L'oiinril  of  Slate,  4  NuNi'mliir  16">2  (RynK'i). 
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Zoom ; '  tliJit  tlio  Antwerp  coniitxiou  wats  ten.^K). 
rarily  severed  by  removal  to  Calais  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII ;  that  from  Calais  they  went  back  to 
Middelburg,  and  thence  again  to  Antwerp,  remaining 
at  Antwerp  until  the  final  rupture  between  England 
and  Spain.-  It  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  the 
exact  steps  of  the  Adventurers,  especially  in  these 
early  years,  but  it  would  seem  that  they  must  have 
retained  some  kind  of  footing  at  Bruges  later  than 
the  date  given  by  Wheeler,  for  Bruges  was  the 
residence  of  a  great  Englishman,  who  was  undoubt- 
edly governor  of  the  company — no  less  a  man  than 
William  Caxton.  Apprenticed  to  a  mercer  in  1438,  William 
and  at  a  later  dato  a  full  member  of  the  Mercers' 
Guild,  ho  went  to  iii-uges  in  or  about  1441.  In 
14-  3,  after  the  grant  of  Edward  IV's  chai-ter,  he 
acted  as  govern  or  of  the  Merchant  Adventurei"8,  and 
a  little  later  was  definitely  appointed  governor, 
bemg  referred  to  in  August  1464  as  the  'governor 
beyond  the  sea'.*  He  spent  thirty  years  and  more 
in  all  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  it  was  at  Bruges  that 


'  With  regard  to  Bergen  op  Zoom,  Wheeler  says  on  p.  138, '  Because 
the  Hanset  unmeaiurably  frequented  the  city  of  Antwerp  with  Eng- 
lish commoditie,  the  Merchants  Adventurers  were  forced  to  draw 
themselve*  wholly  to  the  said  city,  and  leave  Bergen  op  Zoom,  where 
they  used  to  keep  two  marts  in  the  year '. 

•  Wheeler  {ut  sup.),  pp.  15-17. 

'  IC  August  1464  is  the  date  given  in  Blades'g  Li/f  ami  Typogtxtphy 
nf  William  Carton,  vol.  i,]).  14.  The  Dlitioiiary  of  National  Biogi-aphy 
},'ive8  Hi  August  1465.  While  Caxton  was  governor,  there  was  one  of 
the  periodical  ruptures  o- trading  relations  between  England  and  the 
Low  Countries,  which  was  after  a  while  duly  adjusted. 
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he  governed  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  dwelling  in 
the  '  English  house',  the  Domm  Anghrum.  He  docs 
not  seem  to  have  had  any  connexion  with  Antwerp, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  fact  of  his  governor- 
ship with  Wlieelor's  account  of  the  removal  of  the 
Adventurers  to  Antwerp  in  the  year  1444.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  Antwerp  had  become  the 
head-quai-ters  of  the  fellowship  in  the  later  years  of 
the  century.' 

It  was  not  till  the  days  of  the  Tudor  sovereigns 
that  the  company  attained  its  majority,  so  to  speak, 
and  the  name  of  Merchant  Adventurera  came  into 
official  use.  By  this  time  they  had  grown  to 
maturity  and  strength,  and  had  become  a  power  in 
the  State.  The  reign  of  Henry  VII  stands  out  pro- 
minently in  their  story,  and  very  prominent  figures 
were  they  in  that  reign — the  reign  which  began 
of  Hen?y  \\yQ  modern  history  of  England,  and  in  which  John 
Cabot  piloted  Englishmen  for  the  first  time  across 
the  North  Atlantic  Ocean. 

In  its  first  year,  on  the  4th  of  February  1486,  we 
have  a  petition  to  the  king  from  the  '  inliabitants. 
Merchant  Adventurers,  citizens  of  the  city  of 
London,  into  the  parts  of  Holland,  Zeeland,  Brabant, 
and  Flandei-s '.  The  petitioners  called  attention  to 
the  expenses  which  they  had  incurred  in  paying 
soldiers  to  guard  their  trade,  and  they  also  asked 

'  Archdeacon  Cunningham  says  that  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
moved  thoir  factory  from  Bruges  to  Antwerp  in  1494  {Givwth  of  Eng- 
lish Induiitiy  anil  Co.iimeive  in  Modem  Times,  Pt.  I.  1907.  p.  224),  but 
this  must  surely  be  a  misprint. 
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for  a  rebate  of  dues  which  had  been  paid  on  imports 
from  the  Low  Countries  into  the  river  Thames  and 
the  port  of  London,  during  the  interval  between  the 
first  day  of  the  reign  and  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
inasmuch  as  such  dues  had  not  been  legally  autho- 
rized. Tliey  petitioned  as  Londoners,  it  will  be 
noted,  as  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London,  not  yet 
of  England,  as  men  who  imported  and  exported  by 
the  great  waterway  of  the  Thames.  The  petition 
was  granted,  a  good  omen  of  coming  relations  with 
the  Crown.' 

A  few  years  passed,  and  there  was  trouble  with  The  rup- 
the  Flemings.     This  was  due  to  the  countenance  tiirFicm- 
given  to  Perkin  Warbeck  by  the  rulci-s  of  Flanders ;  '"'^'' 
for  the  Dowager  Duchess  of  Burgimdy,  the  Lady 
Margaret,  was  of  Yorkist  blood  and  sympathy.     In 
1498  King  Henry  moved  the  head-quarters  of  the 
company   from  Antwerp,   where   they  were  then 
planted,  to  Calais,  and  drove  the  Flemings  *  as  well 
their  persons  as  their  wares '  -  out  of  England.    The 
Flemings  retaliated,  and  at  this  critical  time  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  proved  their  resourcefulness 
and  their  strength.     '  The  Merchant  Adventurei-s ', 
writes   Bacon,  'being  a  stix)ng  company  (at  that 
time)  and  well  underset  with  rich  men  and  good 
order,  did  hold  out  bravely;  taking  off  the  com- 

'  For  this  petition  see  Campbell,  Material » for  a  History  of  the  Jieigii 
of  Henry  VII,  1873,  vol.  i,  p.  273,  and  PollarJ,  ITiv  Reiflu  of  Henry  VII 
from  Contemporary  Sources,  1913-14,  vol.  ii,  p.  '27. 

•  Bacon's  Histoi-y  of  the  Reiyn  of  Kitty  Henry  VII,  Kllig  and  Sped- 
ding,  1870  ed.,  vol.  vi,  p.  147. 
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nioditioH  of  the  Kingdom,  though  they  hiy  deiid 
upon  their  hands  for  want  of  vont.' '  He  tells  us 
also  the  sequel.  Friendly  relations  with  the 
Flemings  were  restored  by  the  commercial  treaty 
of  24th  February  1496,  the  Intercurstis  Magnus,'^ 
and  'the  English  merchants  came  again  to  their 
m,  nsion  at  Antwerp,  where  they  were  received 
with  procession  and  great  joy '.'  In  that  same  year, 
to  quote  Bacon  again,  '  there  passed  a  law,  at  the 
suit  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England, 
iigainst  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London,  for 
monopolizing  and  exacting  upon  the  trade ;  which, 
it  seemeth,  they  did  a  little  to  save  themselves, 
;  fter  the  hard  time  they  had  sustained  by  want  of 
trade.  But  those  innovations  were  taken  away  by 
Parliament.' ' 

The  preamble  to  the  law  of  149<i  '  recited  a  peti- 
tion on  the  part  of  'The  Merchant  Adventurei-s 
inhabiting  and  dwelling  in  divei-s  parts  of  this  realm 
of  England  out  of  the  city  of  London ',  protesting 
in  bitter  terms  against  the  exactions  which  they 
alleged  they  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  '  the 
Fellowship  of  the  Mercei-s  and  other  Merchants  and 
Adventurers  dwelling  and  being  free  within  the 
City  of  London '.     It   was   one   of  the   periodical 


'  lidcon's  Histoiy  of  the  /A  i'^h  of  Kiinj  Ileiii-y  VII  tut  sup.),  pp.  172, 
173,  176.  As  stated  above,  p.  6-"),  Wheeler  maki'8  them  go  back  to 
Middolhurp  and  theme  to  Antwerp. 

'  Thi'  iHtercuisu"  .)/<((/""<  in  printed  from  l<ymer  in  Pollard  (ut  Kup). 
v,d.  ii,  pp.  285-309. 

'  12  Hen.  VII,  cap.  6. 
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revolts  of  provinciiil  traders  and  producers  against 
the  domination  of  London.  Evidently  at  this 
date  Londonei-!  held  the  field  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, and  the  Merchant  Adventurers  in  the  Low 
Countries,  so  fir  jis  they  were  an  organized  body, 
were  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London.  The  peti- 
tioners urged  that  elsewhere  they  were  free  to  trade 
without  let  or  hindrance,  to  Spain,  t(»  Portugal, 
to  the  Eastland  countries  and  various  other  lands  : 
time  was  when  they  had  been  free  also  to  trade  to 
Flanders,  Holland,  Zeeland,  and  Brabant,  '  in  which 
places  the  universal  marts  be  commonly  kept  and 
holden  four  times  in  the  year " ;  l^ut  the  Merchants 
of  London  had  formed  a  confederacy  to  exclude  all 
Englishmen  from  these  mai-ts,  unless  they  paid 
a  fine  to  the  fellowship.  This  fine  at  fii-st  '  w;us  but 
the  value  of  half  an  old  noble  sterling ' :  afterwards 
it  Wiis  increased  to  lOl)  shillings  Flemish  ;  and  at 
the  date  of  the  petition  it  stood  at  t;20  sterling.^ 
The  petition  effected  its  object,  in  so  far  that  the 
law  provided  that  no  fine  should  be  exacted  beyond 
the  limit  of  ten  marks  sterling  (£6  13.s.  4^/.) ;  but 
Parliament,  by  fixing  a  maximum,  thereby  legalized 

'  Froude  {History  of  EHiihutd,  under  date  Manli  1553,  chap,  xxi, 
1860  e<l.,  vol.  V,  p.  469)  speaks  of  the  fine  as  having  Iteen  raised  to 
£40,  and  this  figure  is  also  given  in  other  books  ;  but  the  law  specifies 
(clearly  £20  lu  the  niaximuni  which  had  been  reacln-d.  Fruiide  speaks 
of  the  monopolists  a»  '  The  Fellowshiii  of  th-'  London  Merchants  '.and 
the  plaintiffs  as  'The  Merchant  Adventurers  or  unattached  traders', 
the  truth  being  that  both  parties  were  Merchant  Adventurei-s,  but  the 
monopolists — the  Londoners — were  the  lineal  ancestors  of  the  great 
company  in  the  direct  line. 
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the  right  to  levy  a  line,  and  to  that  extent  materi- 
ally strengthened  the  position  of  the  Merchant 
Adventurers. 

There  was  another  interval  of  a  few  years  after 
the  IntercursHs  3[agnus  and  the  passing  of  this  law, 
and  then  relations  between  England  and  Flanders 
were  strained  again.  In  consequence  of  alleged 
exactions  in  the  Archdukes'  countries,  as  the  Low 
Countries  were  termed,  King  Henry,  on  the  15th  of 
tio*l^'ofT' "^^""^^y  ^'^^^'  issued  a  proclamation  for  a  free  mart 
*■«*«««".'■*  at  Calais,  to  be  held  every  quarter  for  forty  days. 
The  mart  was  to  be  open  to  alien  merchants  as 
freely  as  to  English,  but  all  the  trade  between 
England  and  the  Low  Countries  was  to  be  handled 
at  Calais  alone,  the  proclamation  being  aimed  against 
the  Flemish  marts.  It  was  provided  that  the  Mer- 
chant Adventurers  should  be  corporate  at  Calais,  as 
they  had  been  in  the  Archdukes'  countries,  enjoying 
the  same  privileges  as  they  had  enjoyed  at  Antwerp. 
The  governor  of  the  fellowship  was  to  have  the 
same  authority  its  in  the  Low  Countries,  and,  jw  we 
hav(>  seen,'  careful  provision  was  made  to  prevent 
friction  between  the  Adventurers  and  the  8taplei-s, 
seeing  that  Calais  was  the  Staplers'  home  and 
citadel.-  The  Proclamation  was  followed  on  the 
28th  of  September  1505  ))y  a  new  charter  to  the 
Merchant  Adventurei-s. 

'  See  above,  pp.  45-6. 

•  Tliis  proclamation  will  be  found  in  the  volume  containing  the 
v.irioiis  charters  oltlie  eonipaiiy.  .S'.  P.  Dom.  Chiirki  II,  IfiOl,  .lanuary, 
Vol,  xxvii. 
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This   charter   uf  Henry   VI 1    wiis   addreHsud    to  The 

^  ,    ■  mi        X  charter  ot 

the  Merchant  Adventnrers  at  Calais.      llie  ternu505. 
Merchant  Adventurers  now  comes  into  formal  use, 
but  still  they  are  not  styled  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers of  England.     Calais  being  their  head-quarters 
at  the  time,  at  Calais  they  were  authorized  to  hold 
their  meetings ;  but  a  clause  was  inserted  whereby 
their  privileges  would  be  safeguarded  if  they  moved 
into  countries  in  amity  with  England.     As  in  the 
grant  of  Henry  IV,  so  in  this  later  charter,  emphasis 
is   laid   on   the   evils   arising   from  want  of  good 
government,  and  the  charter  is  concerned  not  with 
monopoly  of  trade   but  with   providing   for  good 
government  by  framing  a  constitution.     The  Ad- 
venturers were  given  authority  to  meet  at  Calais 
and  elect  a  governor,  and  '  four  and  twenty  of  the 
most  sad   discreet  and   honest  persons   of  divers 
fellow.ships  of  the  said  Merchants  Adventurers'  to 
be  his  assistants,  thirteen  to  form  a  quorum.     To 
the  governor  and  his  deputies,  with  the  twenty-four 
assistants,  was  entrusted  the  power  of  making  laws 
for  the  fellowship  ;  whereas  under  the  earlier  grant 
of  U07  the  laws  were  to  be  made  by  the  governor 
'by  the  common  consent'  of  all   the  merchants. 
The  laws  were  not  to  be  contrary  to  the  king's 
prerogative  or  to  the  diminution  of  the  connnon- 
weal  of  the  realm— a  provision  which  reappears  in 
later  chartei-s,  but  was  absent  from  the  charter  of 
1407.    The  nieml)ei-ship  fee  Wiis  limited  to  ten  marks 
sterling,  as  laid  down  Ijy  the  law  of  1496 ;  whiU» 
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the  woi-ding  '  divers  fellowHljips  of  the  said  Mer- 
chants Adventurei-s '  may  be  taken  as  evidence  that 
the  company  was  intended  thenceforward  tc  include 
other  groups  of  Adventurers  besides  Londoncra,  and 
possibly  as  indicating  that  at  this  date  the  Merchant 
Adventurers'  fellowship  was  constituted  rather  as  a 
federation  of  groups  of  merchants  at  different  city 
centres  than  as  a  single  fellowship.' 
Letters  But  the  one  great  object  of  the  charter  was  better 
24  Janu-  government,  and  this  is  the  theme  of  further  Letters 
ar>- 1506.  Patent,  issued  less  than  five  months  later,  on  the 
24th  of  January  1606.*  The  governor  at  the  time, 
John  Sheldon,  is  referred  to  by  name,  and  the 
company  is  spoken  of  as  'our  well-beloved  sub- 
jects, the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  this  our  realm, 
haunting  our  town  of  Calais  and  the  Archdukes' 
countries',  from  which  it  would  seem  that  the 
fellowship  was  already  gravitating  back  to  Flandei-s. 
The  company  i.s  stated  to  have  fallen  of  late  years 
into  great  decay  'for  lack  and  default  of  politic 
rules  and  guiding  among  themselves',  and  especially 
through  the  negligence  and  disobedience  of  the 
members  'in  not  coming  to  their  Assemblies  and 
Congregations  limited  and  appointed  for  the  order 
and  direction  of  their  Commonweal'.  The  whole 
cbject  of  the  Jocument  is  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  governor  and  his  deputies  in  calling  meeting.s 

'  This  charter  is  reprinted  in  Appendix  I  to  Tlif  Etiiiy  Charttred 
Companies,  1296-1858,  Cawston  and  Keano,  1S96,  pp.  249-54. 
'  These  Letters  Patent  are  given  in  the  1661  volume  (nt  sup.). 
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of  the  fellowship  ami  puuishiiiK  meinboi-s  for  non- 
attendance. 

In  this  same  January  in  which  these  Lettei-s  Patent 
were  granted,  the  ruler  of  the  Low  Countries,  the 
Archduke  Philip,  now,  in  virtue  of  his  wife  Joanna, 
King  of  Castile,    was,    very    opportunely   for   the 
English  king  and  for  the  Merchant  Adventurers, 
wrecked  with  his  consort  upon  the  shores  of  England. 
The  business-like  King  Henry  turned  the  enforced 
visit  to  good  account,  and  procured  from  the  Arch- 
duke a  new  agreement  so  much  more  favourable 
to  England,  that  the  Flemings  termed  it  the  InUr-  The 
cursHS  malus.^     This  agreement,  dated  the  30th  of  fMcxi/* 
April  1506,  was  not  ratified  owing  to  Philip's  death,  "he  lit" 
more  untimely  to  England  than  the  storm  which  pjt'^„t  „,■ 


Notwithstanding,  |*^""' 


made  him  an  unwilling  guest 
another  agreement,  by  which  the  English  merchants 
still  profited  though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  if 
the  Interrursus  malus  had  come  into  force,  was 
provisionally  concluded  on  the  5th  of  June  1507  ;' 
and  on  the  14th  of  June  in  that  year  fresh  Letters 
Patent  were  issued  empowering  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  to  trade  freely  into  Holland,  Zeoland, 
Brabant,  and  Flanders  in  accordance  with  the 
provision  in  the  1505  charter,  which  had  contem- 
plated the  renewal  of  friendly  relations  with  these 
countries.  To  these  Letters  Patent  reference  is 
made  in  the  Elizabethan  charter  of  1564.  Less 
than  two  years  after  they  were  granted,  in  A]>ril 

'  Sec  I'olliinl  (uf  Hnji.),  vol.  ii,  pp.  322  4. 
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1501),  Henry  VII  died,  and  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers lont  a  king  who  hud  the  nierchantH*  instinct, 
and  appreciated  l)etter  than  most  rulers  of  Engl  nd 
before  or  since  the  commercial  interests  of  his 
people. 
The  reign  Honry  VIII  renewed  the  Adventurers'  charter, 
VliL  Th.-  hui  his  reign,  so  notable  in  most  respects  in  English 
hami.  history,  left  little  mark  upon  the  record  of  the 
fellowship.  One  name,  however,  comes  into  mention 
during  its  years,  of  which  much  is  heard  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Adventurers  a  little  later — the 
name  of  Gresham.  We  read  that  in  the  year  1538 
the  governor  of  the  company  at  Antwerp  wjxs 
William  Gresham.*  The  Qreshams  were  mercers 
and  Merchant  Adventurei-s,  and  this  was  the  uncle 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  referred  to  as  'young 
Thomas  Gresham*  in  1543,'  in  which  year  he  was 
admitted  as  a  member  of  the  Mercers'  Company. 
In  April  1520— the  year  of  the  Field  of  the  Cloth 
of  Gold — a  new  commercial  convention  had  been 
concluded  with  regard  to  the  trade  between  England 
and  the  Low  Countries,  in  which  it  was  provided 
that  no  liigher  dues  should  be  levied  ujx)!!  English 
imports  than  were  specitied  in  the  treaty  with 
Philip  the  Good  in   1446,-  but  the   account   sent 

'  See  Stiitr  I'aima  King  lleunj  VllI,  vol.  vii  (18491,  p.  491.  iiiid 
vol.  XX,  p.  418 ;  the  pHperi  being  dated  I'loin  Antwi'i-p,  August  15)5;{. 
iind  from  Brussels,  June  1543. 

^  For  tliin  treaty  of  11  April  l'>20,  scf  Articles  ojlnul  to  the  Coumil 
liij  thr  Mrirhants  Advent  HI  rni  upon  ocnisli>n  o/ the  Iriiitij  nith  the  Diilcli, 
■i  NovcmlxT  IB.*);?  I  Hymen,  iil  m//a 
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homu  to  Thomas  C'n  inwell  iu  15y.i  of  the  .state  of 
the  murkot  at  Aiitwei]»  at  that  date  did  not  point 
to  any  great  expansion  of  the  English  cloth  trad*-. 
'The  merchants  of  England',  writes  the  corre- 
spondent, 'have  l»ut  easy  sale  of  their  clothes, 
and  not  so  good  as  I  had  thou^'ht:  it  is  neither 
much  to  b«   praised,  nor  discommended.' ' 

Edward  VI  again  renewed  the  Adventurers' The  rtigi. 
charter,  and  it  is  in  his  reign  that  Sir  Thomas  vi.' *iV 
Gresham  comes  to  the  front  in  their  story.  AtoJXm. 
the  end  of  1651  or  Ijeginning  of  1552,  he  became 
Royal  Agent  or  King's  Merchant  at  Antwerp,  the 
confidential  financial  adviser  of  the  sovereign, 
bringing  to  his  duties  thorough  knowledge  of  busi- 
ness  and  a  convenient  absenci  of  scruple.  The 
Adventurei-s  were  n(»\v  made  to  finance  the  Crown 
by  means  of  forced  loaus,  shouldering  tie  debts 
which  weighted  Edward  VI  and  the  early  yeai-s 
of  Elizabeth.-  But  while  Gresham  was  resolved 
that  his  fellow  merchants  should  contribute  to  the 
royal  necessities,  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  under- 
mine the  Adventurers'  Fellowship.  On  the  contrary, 
m  an  Adventurer  himself,  and  especially  as  a 
Londoner,  he  wished  to  reconstitute  it  on  what 
he  considered  to  be  a  sounder  basis.  To  his  mind 
the  law  of  1490  had  been  a  great  mistake.  The 
lowering  of  the  admission  fer  had  l)roui,dit  into  the 


'  See  note  1,  p.  74. 

"  For  the«e  foroi'd  loans  s,  ,■  litirKonV  Life  (iinl  '/'.w,,  v/Si>-  Tlwinn^ 
Ore.'iham  (1839).  vol.  i.  \,.  9H,  aiul  A|>|i.  Vlll,  mid  |,p.  2:.7,  &t. 
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cumpany  u  uuinbor  of  iiux|H;rioncod  mon,  with 
tho  rt'sult  that  Enghwh  traders  and  their  waren 
liad  lost  caste,  and  the  coui-se  of  exchange  had  set 
against  England.  '  In  the  few  years  since  this  act 
was  made  for  the  new  Hanso,  the  merchants  and  our 
commodities  hath  fallen  in  decay,  and  like  to  fall 
dail ,  more  and  more,  t^xcept  the  matter  be  pr.v/ented 
in  time,"  So  he  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land on  the  16th  of  April  1558,  urging  'that  there 
shall  be  no  more  nu.i'.o  free  of  this  company  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  the  new  Hanse  from 
this  day  forward".  An  attempt  wjis  made  by 
Northuml>erland  to  legislate  on  these  lines,  but 
it  came  to  nothing.  It  would  seem  that  tJresham 
wanted  to  convert  the  fellowship  again  into  a  more 
or  loss  exclusive  fellowship  of  London  merchants  ; 
in  this  he  was  unsuccessful ;  but  in  a  few  years' 
time  his  viows  prevailed  in  two  impoitant  respects  : 
the  admiasion  fee  to  the  fellowship  Wixs  raised,  and 
the  retailor  wjw  excluded  from  its  ranks.  Ho  con- 
tonde<l  '  that  there  may  ))e  no  retailor  occupy  the 
feat  of  Merchant  Adventurers  .  .  ,  and  likewise  the 
Merchant  Adventurer  to  occupy  his  feat  only,  and 
to  touch  no  retail'.  This  became  a  cardinal  prin- 
ciple of  the  fellowship,  and  it  was  embodied  in  the 
Hamburg  Agreement  of  1618.' 

'  For  Orethaiu'*  litter  to  the  Duke  of  NorthuiiilH'rland  sec  Cut.  S.P. 
Fortiifn,  1547- 5-'!,  \>.  264.  Extracts  from  it  are  print.'il  in  Kroiulc'H 
Hintoiy  of  England,  chiijt.  xxix  (!8fi0  eJ,,  vol.  v.  pp.  4fi9-73  ami 
notes),  an.l  in  Hurgon'H  lAj'e  ami  7'  mi.i  of  Sir  nomas  (hr-ham  (l'<39), 
vol.  i,  [ip.  97  and  4C3-4,  App.  VII. 
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Phiiii)  and  Mary,  lik«'  their  pn  ducoHwu-,  i«.'iiewc<l 
the  AdventurorH'  cliartor.  And  then  we  come  o 
the  reJKn  <»f  Queen  Elizulxsth,  which,  with  that  of 
Henry  VII,  .stands  out  in  strongest  relief  in  the 
story.  In  the  first  year  of  the  rei^n,  16584>,  an 
important  Act  was  passed' — '  an  Act  for  tlio  shipping 
in  English  bottoms'  -which  r('i»eaU^d  the  N^-vigation 
Laws  of  Hichan'  1'  -d  Henry  VII,  but  provided 
that  English  '>i.   ,<     s  wh<«     ;od  foreign  vossols  in 


Till)  reiyn 
of  Qu«cn 
Klizii- 
Ix'th.  Th.- 
Ai't  '  for 
th0  '•hip 
pitifT  in 
Knglixh 
hottuini  '. 
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'ill    customs   duties  to 
'  i    .  .N.  option  Wiis  made 
'      in  only  called  Mer- 
it  :    its  of  the  Staple  ', 
md  siife  conveyance 
i    os  int<<  the  parts  of 
.    J^rabant  or  any  of 
wore  available,  these 


time  of  [>eac'- 

which  alien-  ■ 

in  favour    ■<    >ij 

ciiants  A'.vci  ti' 

with  the  '>'' 

of  the  ware>       •       i 

Flanders  Hollai 

them'.     If  no  Kuj^"' 

m<'rchanta  were  allowed  to  employ  foreign  vessels 

without  paying  the  aliens'  dues,  'at  their  several 

fleets  or  shippings  of  cloth  and  v/ool.  aud  either  of 

tlu^m,  from  and  out  of  the  river  of  Thames  only 

Ix'ing  made  twice  iir  one  year  at  the  most '.     Hen; 

is  evidence  of  the  imiwrtance  of  the  wool  and  cloth 

trade  with  the  Low  Countries  and  of  the  merchants 

who  handled  it,  evidence  too  that  the  great  outlet 

for  the  trade  from  England  was  the  Port  of  London. 

and  that  in  London  th"  Merchant  Adventurers  were 

stronger  than  in  any  other  English  city.     The  two 

sailings   a  year  will    be    noted,   whereas   in    King 

'  I  Elv...  cm..  13. 
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Ilonry  Vll's  roign  the  free  mart  at  Calais  was  lield 
every  qimrtcr,'  and  quarterly  martn  nccni  to  have 
been  the  usual  practice. 
The  A  few  years  later,  on  the  18tn  of  July  1564, 

chiirtir  of  m-  i 

1564.  Queen  Elizjil)eth  gave  the  Adventurers  a  now  char- 
ter,- which,  as  supplemented  by  a  later  charter  from 
the  same  (juikju  in  1680,  may  be  taken  to  have 
fuially  defined  tlieir  status  and  their  constitution, 
(frcsham  had  forced  the  Adventurers  to  find  money 
for  the  queen  at  the  beginning  of  her  reign :  in 
turn  he  inspired  the  new  grant  which  they  now 
received.  His  name  appears  in  the  charter  in  the 
list  of  the  first  l)eneficiaries,  and  another  name 
is  that  of  Thomas  Jiowe  or  Koe,  Lord  Mayor  <»f 
London  in  1568,  and  grandfather  of  Sir  Thomas 
K<H»,  who  a  little  later  served  England  so  well  in 
India  and  at  Constantinople.  The  immeiliate  cause 
of  thecliarter  of  15<>4  wius  the  foreign  complications 
which  are  recorded  below.  As  is  recited  in  it, 
the  fellowship's  ojierations  in  the  Low  Countries 
had  been  for  the  time  sus[)cnded,  and  they  had 
been  driven  farther  afield  than  Holland,  Zeeland, 
Brabant,  and  Flanders,  the  area  covered  by  their 
previous   charter:    they  had    found    their  way   to 


■a 


'  liwrj^'on  (I. ill  mill  Tiiiiii  m'  >i,-  TUomin'  (innliiiiii  (tit  snji.),  vol.  i, 
|>.  1«>)  Ha.v>  tliiit  in  111.'  Iifitjiiining  i>f  KliziiliethV  n-ij^n  the  Merchant 
A.lvtTitiirpis  HPiit  luth*  twice  a  yiMr  at  C^rii  mii«  ,in<l  WhiUuiitidc. 
into  the  Low  Couiitri.d,  about  l()(),iM)o  pinn  of  ilotli  annually,  ralued 
iit   tTOO.OiHt  <.r  tH)n.0OO. 

'  TliiH  (hart.T  ii  i<')uinl<>(l  iii  ApiM'nWix  II  to  Tdc  h'urlit  Chnileml 
C  mjiainis,  CawHton  ami  Keanc  {nl  sup.),  (iji.  264  77. 
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^  >  t  Frioslnnd,  Ilambur},',  and  ovon  to  Liibeck ; 
nn<  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  fonner  grants 
applied.  Accordingly  the  new  charter  met  the 
case  by  extending  their  sphere  of  trade  to  East 
Friesland,  West  Friesland,  and  Hamburg,  though 
not  to  Liibeck,  and  at  the  same  time  it  determined 
the  position  of  the  company  in  far  fuller  measure 
than  any  previous  grant.  The  members  wore  now 
for  the  fn-st  time  constitute<l  a  legal  coi-poration 
with  peri>etual  succession  and  a  common  seal,  under 
the  title  of  '  The  Governor  Assistants  and  Fellow- 
ship of  the  Merchants  Adventurers  of  England ' ; 
the  national  character  of  the  company  being  pro- 
claimed by  the  jvddition  of  the  last  words  to  the 
existing  title  of  Merchant  Adventurei-s,  and  being 
enforced  by  a  provision  that  any  member  who 
married  a  foreign  wife  or  ac<piired  real  property 
in  a  forei'^n  country  should  i])So  Jacto  lose  his 
meml)ership.'  There  is  a  referer.te  in  the  charter 
to  monibership  by  patrimony  and  apprenticeship, 
otherwise  full  authority  was  given  to  the  (Jovernor 
Assistants  and  Fellowship  to  admit  to  the  company 
' all  and  every  such  peison  and  i)ei-sons  as  they  b}' 
their  discretions  shall  think  mo'.'t  and  convenient 
and  in  such  manner  and  form  and  with  such  con- 
ditions and  distinctions  and  divei-sity  in  Freedom 
as  by  them  shall  l)e   tli<»ught  fi-om    tinie  to  time 


'  'rhi>  Mt'rrliiinfs  of  tin'  SliM-ljaid  had  a  Hiinil.ii  |iriivi>iiin,  that  any 
rvni"  of  tlii'iu   v.hn  marriiMi  ,iii  F^iitflmli   wife  i"lioiilil   lose  liin  hanae  or 


moinlji'r^hi|i. 
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most  expedient  and  necessary '.     These  wide  term 

may  well   have  been  drafted   by  Gresham:    the 

gave   discretion   to   raise   the   membership  fee,  t( 

exclude   the   retailer,  to  lay  down  any  imles  an( 

conditions  that  commended  themselves  at  any  givei 

time  to  the  members  of  the  fellowship  and  theii 

governing  body.     Special  interest  attaches  to  th( 

words  'diversity    in    freedom',   as    evidence    thai 

different  degrees  of  membership  had  come  or  wen 

coming  into  being  with   corresponding  grades   oi 

I)rivilcges.      The   power  of  electing   the  governoi 

and  assistants,  whose  number  remained  as  undei 

the  charter  of  1505,  was  vested  in  the  momberh 

of  the   fellowship   residing   beyond    the   sea,    and 

beyond   the   sea  it   wjis   necessarily  contemplated 

>hould  be  the  scat  of  government,  though  full  power 

W{is  given  to    he  governor  and  his  deputies  to  call 

'  courts  and  congregations  of  all  the  said  Fellowship ', 

iis  well  at '  the  place  or  places  of  old  time  accustomed 

within  the  city  of  London  and  elsewhere  within 

this  our  realms ',  as  beyond  the  sea.     The  governor 

and  assistants  were  to  make  the  laws,  which  were 

to  be  consonant  with  the  laws  of  England,  to  have 

lull   jurisdiction    in    all    private    causes,    and    full 

authority  over   English  interlopers  'intermeddling 

exercising  and  using  the  feat  or  tnul    of  the  saiil 

Merchant  Adventurers '. 

When  this  charter  was  granted,  the  Muscovy  or 
Ku.ssia  eoinpany  had  come  into  being,  the  Levant 
company  was  soon  to  lie  born,  a  new  era  of  char- 
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tcred  (rompanios  Imd  dawned,  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Merchant  Adventurers  was  incorporated  on  more 
modern  lines.  The  general  drift  of  the  charter 
wjis  to  constitute  one  national  company,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  all  wholesale  English  merchants  dealing 
with  the  cloth  trade  to  the  (countries  bordering  on 
the  North  Sea.  to  merge  London  in  England,  to 
make  a  single  fellowship,  whose  government  should 
\)0,  even  more  than  in  the  past,  domiciled  beyond 
the  sea.  outside  the  reach  of  local  jealousy  and 
metropolitan  or  provincial  patriotism,  a  self-govern- 
ing body  of  distinctively  English  citizens,  standard- 
ized, regulated,  worthily  representing  and  upholding 
England  and  England's  great  industry  in  the  com- 
mercial centres  of  the  neighbouring  continent. 

The  charter  of  lofU  extended  the  sphere  of  theiheEait- 
Merchant  Adventurers  to  Friesland  and  to  Ham-^lrtpr 
burg.     By  the  Eastland  Charter  of  1579,  to  which  "^i^^^- 
reference  will  be  made  presently,'  they  were  given 
concurrent  rights  with  the  Eastland  merchants  of 
trading   in   Germany   between   the    VAhc   and   the 
Oder,  and  also,  with  exceptions,  in  Denmark.     On 
the  28th  of  April    l-Wi  the  Adventurei-s  received 
yet  another  charter  from  (^ueen  Elizjibeth,-  and  in  Thp 
it   Oermany   is   specifically   named.      They   might  S.""*^ 
trade,  into,  from  and  with  the  country  of  Germany  ; 
th.y  might  hold   their  meetings  'in  the  countries 
<>i    (iermany   .uid    the    provinces  cities  and   towns 

'  Sc'  lielow,  i.p,  lis,  162  4. 

■  Thf  riiiirt.T  will  Im    ( ;,iina  in  Die  Ififil  volunic,  i,t  ..„,,. 
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thereof '.     The  charter  of  1586  was  directed  jigainst 
interloi)crs  into  the  Merchant  Adventurers'  trade— 
the    standing    difficulty    of    chartered    companies. 
Fonnor  grants  were  confinned  :  fuller  powers  were 
^iven  to  deal  with  interloping  traders  or  with  con- 
tumacious members  of  the  company ;  and  English 
.subjects,  not  free  of  the  fellowship,  were  definitely 
forbidden  to  trade  with  the   lands   to  which   the 
Merchant  Adventurers  by  their  chai-tcrs  were  au- 
thorized to  trade.     One  provision  in  the  charter  is 
of  special  interest.     The  tenns  ran  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  said  Fellowship  of  Merchant  Adventurei-s  of 
England  or  some  part  of  then:  were  often  resident 
at  tlifferent  places  both  within  the  realm  and  beyond 
the  seas,  'and  to  the  intent  that  good  government 
and   rule  may  l)e   had   over  every  meml)er  of  the 
.same  fellowship  and  that  the  laws  and  ordinances 
to  l)e  made  as  aforesaid   may  be  duly  executed  in 
all  places  whereso«'ver  any  pait  of  the  same  fellow- 
shij)   shall   be   resient   aiul   al tiding,'    the   members 
of  the  fellowship  resident  beyond  the  seas  might 
choose    for   every    place,    whether   in    England    or 
beyond  the  seas,  where  ;my  part  <>f  the  fellowship 
was  to  bo  found,  one  Deputy  and  so  many  associates, 
to   put  into  executii)n   the   laws  of  the   fellowship 
and  to  .settle  disputes.     The  appointment  and  the 
removal  of  these  ItK'al  ofiicers  was  entirely  vested 
in  the  tV'llowship  beyond  the  seas,  and  the  provision 
itself,  with  tlie  terminology  '  part  of  the  same  fellow- 
is  conclusive  evidence  that,  as  constituted  in 
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tho  loigii  of  Elizabeth,  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of 
England  wei-e  one  body,  not  a  federation,  and  that 
all  the  local  control,  in  England  or  out  of  it,  were 
entirely  .subordinate  to  the  governing  body  beyond 
the  8oa.  As  the  ycara  go  on,  so  the  charters  of 
these  companies,  in  their  ejirliest  stages  concerned 
exclusively  with  rule  and  regulation,  have  a  more 
direct  bearing  upon  trade  monopoly  ;  and,  on  tho 
other  hand,  with  tho  mention  of  monopoly  are 
coupled  exceptions  framed  in  modern  guise.  Thus, 
while  this  charter  of  1580  contains  a  definite  pro- 
hibition against  interlo|)ers,  there  is  also  a  proviso 
that  tho  buying  of  horses,  harness,  powder  or 
other  war  munitions,  hooks,  corn,  butter  and  cheoric, 
flesh  and  fish,  should  bo  free  to  all  English  subjects. 
Notably  the  free  imptirt  of  corn  into  England  was 
an  object  of  solicitude,  as  we  shall  see  in  connexion 
with  the  Eastland  trade.' 

When  this  charter  of  1586  was  granted,  England 
wjvs  fighting  Spain,  and  in  two  years'  time  came  the 
crowning  victory  over  tho  Spanish  Armada.  Before 
tho  Spanish  troubles  began,  t!ie  Adventurers  were 
at  tho  zenith  of  their  prosperity.  Known  as  '  the 
English  nation  beyond  the  sea ',  thoy  well  merited 
the  title  by  the  volume  of  their  trade  and  the 
strength  of  their  organization.  As  previously  at 
Hruges,  and  as  later  at  Hamburg,  thow  was  at 
Antwerp  an  '  English  house  ',  an  historic  hou.se  made 


The  pros- 
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over  to  them  by  the  city,  to  be  their  central  home 
and  meeting  phicc.'  In  the  city  of  Antwerp  it  was 
estimated  that  some  20,000  people  were  in  the  main 
fed  and  supported  by  their  trade,  some  30,000  more 
in  the  rest  of  the  Netherlands.  It  was  said  that 
Charles  V,  wishing  to  introduce  the  Inquisition  into 
Antwerp,  desisted  from  his  purpose  on  learning  that, 
if  it  were  carried  out,  the  Englishmen  would  leave 
both  the  city  and  the  Low  Countries  altogether. 
At  a  later  date,  about  the  end  of  the  century,  the 
total  export  of  English  cloth  was  valued  at  a  million 
.sterling,"  and  the  amount  and  value  must  have  been 
at  least  jus  great  before  the  trade  w«is  hampered  by 
political  complications. 

With  the  accession  of  Philip  II  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Low  Coimtries,  and  with  the  regency  of 
Margaret  of  Parma,  English  and  Protestant  mer- 
chants in  the  cities  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  had 
troublous  times  ahead.  In  1563  the  Duchess  of 
Parma  placed  an  embargo  ui)on  the  importation 
of  English  doth,  ostensibly  because  the  plague  was 


'  Wht'clci  tells  us  (ji.  17i  tlmt  in  1446  tli.'  town  of  Antwerp  con- 
liiiiioil  till'  privilfges  j^ivrn  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  in  that  year 
Uy  I'liilip  tlie  (iood,  '  fjiviiiR  to  them  liesiilcs  a  lar^'C  houRe.  which  is 
iKiw  liilled  the  old  Burse,  and  iifterwards  by  exchange,  iinother  more 
f,'Oodly,  Bjiacious,  and  sumptuous  house,  called  the  Court  of  Lier,  which 
the  (iiin|>.iii.venjipyed  till  the  said  town  wan  yielded  up  to  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  ill  the  your  l.')"'*"! ".  Sec  Hurgoii  mr  mi;). i,  vol.  i,  p.  72.  He  says 
that  the  house  w.i-  the  H^tel  Vim  Lyere.  having  lieen  the  residence 
nf  a  I'urgomastei  cf  that  name,  and  was  given  to  the  Adventurers  on 
11  October  1558  (the  first  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reifrn). 

•  Si'e  Whei'ler,  pp  'JO,  '.'4,  2.'.. 
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rife  that  year  in  Eiighiiid,'  ami  in  tho  following' 
year  the  Adventurers  sent  theii-  ships  to  Einden 
in  East  Frieshuul,'  and  apparently  made  it  their 
head-quarters  for  the  time  lieing.  They  seem,  while 
retaining  their  mart  at  Emden,  to  have  conu'  back 
to  Antwerp,  where  new  and  more  formidable  troubles 
))eset  them.  The  Duke  of  Alva  had  sueeeedod  the 
Duchess  of  Parma  as  King  Philip's  Governoi*- 
General  in  the  Netherlands.  In  December  1008 
Queen  Elizabeth  intercepted  at  Plymouth  a  cargo 
of  Spanish  gold  on  its  way  to  Flandei's.  Alva 
retorted  by  seizing  the  goods  and  arrestiny  the 
persons  of  the  English  merchants  at  Antwerp  and 
elsewhere  within  his  reach,  and  the  Queen  in  turn 
arrested  >Spanish  subjects  in  P]ngland. ' 


The  Ail- 
vtfnturtTi 

lUUVft   to 

Kiiulen. 


'  VVliecler  (pp.  51-2)  >ays  that  the  proliibition  was  ostonsibly 
Ill-cause  ol'the  plague  in  Kn);laiid,  but  really  as  a  lepriMl  I'ur  tiTtiiiii 
pi'uhibitionM  of  Fli-uiiab  guilds  in  Engiaml.  Cf.  Uurgoii,  vol.  ii, 
pp.  45-6. 

'  See  Stow's  .|fi)m/.>i,  1631  eil.,  p.  656  :  'Our  cloth  lloet  was  ni-iit  to 
P'uibden  in  Kast  F'rii'selanil  about  Ea.4ter  next  i'ollowiiig  in  Ann: 
1564." 

'  It  is  again  exceedingly  difficult  to  follow  the  exart  movenicnt.-f  ol' 
the  Adventurers  at  this  time  and  to  asci-rtain  the  exact  dates  and 
details.  In  Rymer,  under  the  year  16.">2  il72'i  ed.,  pp.  625  H),  will  lie 
found  A  chroHoliiifirnl  dedticlinii  riiiu-erniiiij  the  J:'ni/li.ih  <lulli,  out  of  tin- 
tmaties  between  the  House  of  Hiiii/uiidi/  (iml  the  Ciuirn  uf  h'luiliiiul. 
This  document  states  that  by  Proelaniation  of  8  Ki-bruary  156:! 
various  exjxirts  to  and  imports  from  Knglaiid  were  prohibited  in  the 
Spanish  Netherlands;  by  Proclamation  ..f  22  .May  I.'i64  all  triulf 
with  the  English  and  all  trade  into  England  and  Emden  was  pin- 
hibited  :  on  30  October  15ti5  an  Act  vim  published  interpreting  the 
Proclamation  of  1564  and  specifying  English  kersey^  ,  on  20  .lulv 
1565  all  woollen  i  loth  and  dnipi-ries  made  in  Eiigl.ind  were  liani-lieil 
out  of  the  Low  Countries  :  on  15   hily  l.'.f.Ci  pro\  i-ional  free  trade  on 
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Wheii  tlie  Adventurt'i-s  were  faced  in  1563  with 
prohibition  at  Antwerp,  they  seem  to  have  hesitated 
ft)r  some  time  as  to  whether  they  should  send  their 
ships  to  Emdon  or  to  Hamburg.  Neither  place  com- 
mended itself  to  a  man  who  thoroughly  knew  both 
the  cloth  trade  and  the  Merchant  Adventurers. 
This  was  Richard  Clough,  of  Denbigh,  who  finds 
a  place  in  Fuller's  Wotihies,  and  who  was  Gresham's 
factor  at  Antwerp  and  a  voluminous  correspondent. 
Of  Emden  he  wrote  about  the  beginning  of  1664  : 
'  The  people  of  the  town  arc  rude  both  in  word  and 
deed,  not  meet  to  entertain  merclmnts,' '  Notwith- 
standing, Emden  appears  to  have  met  the  case  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  people  of  Emden  appreci- 
ated the  presence  of  the  English  merchants  among 


both  sides  was  ie.c8tal.liglie.l ;  on  29  May  1574  there  was  a  publication 
by  the  ^reat  coinmiinder  of  Castile  that  the  EnKlish  nation  should  puss 
the  Schelde  to  Antwerj),  the  general  prohibition  notwithstandinfr.  Ujr 
this  date  Alva  had  been  recalled  and  the  Dutch  insurgenU  held  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  Burgon,  ii.  45,  &c.,  makes  the  date  of  the 
Duchess  of  Parnm's  prohibition  28  November  1563;  and  states  that 
negotiations  took  place,  and  that  in  November  1564  it  was  agreed  that 
pending  them  there  should  be  free  intercourse  ;  that,  though  Bruges 
and  Antwerp  were  anxious  for  the  Merchant  Adventurer*  to  return, 
the  negotiations  broke  down  in  June  1566,  though  free  intercourse 
was  provisionally  maintained.  At  the  end  of  156><  came  the  rupture 
with  Alva,  and  intercourse  was  renewed  in  March  1572.  In  the 
Hiatoiy  uf  the  iVoii<hij)ful  Coinpuiiy  of  the  Dfapeis  of  Lotulon,  1914-15, 
by  the  Tev.  A.  H.  Johnson,  vol.  ii,  p.  457,  App.  XXX  a,  will  be  found 
references  \.«  the  Dejjuty  and  Company  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
at  Hamburg  in  1570;  to  the  Uovernor  of  Merchant  Adventurers  in 
Antwerp  in  1574  :  to  the  Governor  and  Assistants  of  the  Merchant 
Ailventiirei-s  ;it  lU-ugcs  in  1576. 

'  See  liurgon,  ii.  59.     For  Cloujfli  sim"  Uiirgon,  i.  2:!'>  41,  &c.,  and 
Dili.  Silt.  Uio>i.,  s.v. 
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them,  OH  did  all  the  cities  whei-eiu  the  Merchunt 
Adventurers  sojourned. 

The  mention  of  Hamburg  in  the  charter  of  1504  Tho 
of  itself  proves  that  at  this  time  tlie  company  hud  ofTh"'""* 
either  already  secured  a  fo<.ting  in  this  Hansentic  "^*"''""'* 
city  or  were  on  the  point  of  securing  it.     On  the  nexicn. 
19th  of  July   15()7  the  English  mer -hunts  made 
a  ten  years*  contract  with  the  senate  of  Hamburg 
for  permission  to  trade  and  reside  in  the  city :  some 
trial  ships  were  sent  there  in  1668,  and  ut  the  end 
of  May  1569  the  cloth  fleet  urrived  in  the  Elbe, 
bringing  with    it    Richurd   Clough,   who   hud   up- 
piu"ently  been  uppointed  deputy  for  the  ct^mpany 
ut  Hamburg :  he  died  there  in  the  following;  your. 
The  Adventurers  now  went  into  residence  ut  Hum- 
burg,  where,  as  at  Antwerp,  they  were  given  ut  the 
public  expense  an  *  English  House ' ;  but  their  fii-st 
stay  in  the  city  was  brief :  the  contruct  wus  ubroguted 
or  came  to  an  end  in  1578.' 


'  See  Wheeler,  pp.  138-9.  See  also  >1  Discouiiie  coiirrniiini  Fivuhun 
o/Tixide,  by  Henry  I'arker,  1648,  p.  24.  This  pamphlet  is  very  valuable. 
a»  it  i»)  written  from  llanibiirK.  See  also  Jlumhiityh  Cvmplaintu, 
\l.  of  C.  Paper  ISl,  20  April  1835,  p.  !t.  .\rcli(leacon  Cunningham 
Crhe  (livitth  of  Kngliiih  Tnnh  linlustiy  and  Commerce  in  Mudn-n  Tiiiifi, 
I't.  I,  1907,  pp.  226-7)  says,  following  Khrenburg,  that  the  Senate  of 
Huiiiliiirg  first  invited  the  Merchant  Adventurers  to  the  city  in  lotil. 
A  gowl  account  of  the  beginning  of  the  Merchant  .Xdventuiers'  con- 
nexion with  Hamburg  is  givi-n  by  Uurgon,  vol.  ii,  pp.  816  31.  The 
year  1.578,  in  which  the  contract  came  to  an  end,  was  the  year  in 
which  Queen  Elizabeth  cancelled  the  special  privileges  of  the  Han>e 
Merchants  in  London,  and  Macphcrson  (ii/  sup.),  vol.  ii,  ]i  l(il,  «ayg 
that  she  took  this  step  because  the  Hansards  shut  out  tln'  Knglish 
merchants  from  Hamburg.  According  to  the  l[ii,i,hiir;ili  Compliinils. 
nine  Hook,  p.  !),   'The  .Senate  ot   Ilainbiiigli,  in  the  veai    1. '.67,  an, I 


88  THE  MERCHANT  ADVENTURERS        chap. 

(vonunorciul  iiitercourw  with  tho  I^w  CountrioH 
had  meanwhile  been  intonuittontly  renewed ;  but 
in  1585  England  wuh  at  upen  war  with  Spain,  and 
in  that  year  Antwerp,  '  tlie  late  packhoune  of 
Europe','  to  whose  greatness.  HurpaHHing  that  of  all 
other  tra<k>  contren  of  the  time,  the  Merchant  Ad- 
venturers liad  notably  contributed,'*  capitulated  to 
the  Prince  of  Parma  and  his  army.  Excluded 
from  Brabant  and  Flanders,  and  no  longer  wel- 
TheAd-  comed  at  Hamburg,  the  Adventurers  gravitated 
at  sude.  back  to  Emdon, '  whence  they  moved  to  Stade 
on  the  Elbe,  lower  down  the  river  than  Hamburg. 
Here   they   traded   for  some   ten    years,   bringing 


nttprwariit  liy  tho  contmot  of  161M,  ffnintt'd  to  the  EnKlisb  luercluinlH, 
to  enalile  them  to  assemble  for  the  re^^ulatiun  ul  their  atfuiri,  exteii- 
Hive  preiuiRei  ii  the  centre  of  the  town,  iifterwanln culled  "  The  Kiiff- 
lUh  House".'  The  contract  of  1618,  which  i«  ><iven  on  \t\).  17-24  of 
the  Blue  Hook,  ntates  in  article  18,  '  And  for  the  lake  of  establinbin^f 
a.  good  order  of  things,  we  have  given  to  the  m'uI  company  a  certain 
pluie  and  a  privileged  houM,  which  we  will  keep  in  repair,  to  uie 
and  enjoy  with  citizen'H  right*,  and  where  they  may  freely,  lecurely, 
and  without  hindrance  iiMembIc  ai  oilen  n*  they  plcuxe,  &c.'.  (.'I. 
Uurgon,  vol.  ii,  p.  331,  and  Dr.  Lingelbach,  '  The  Mnrhmii  Ailnu- 
iHtei-x  III  Hiimhuty'  Aiiunciin  lligtuiiiiil  Ueriru-,  vol.  ix,  l'.)0;t-4. 
Dr.  Lingelbach  guyn  that  the  Hamburg  Senate  bought  'the  Kn^'lisli 
House'  and  handed  it  over  to  the  Adventurers  in  ITiTO. 

'  Wheeler,  p.  19. 

'  •  In  the  8|jace  of  60  or  70  years,  whereas  it  had,  before  it  was  our 
mart,  not  above  4  able  merchants  and  six  ships,  it  became  the  glorious 
magazine  of  all  Kurope,'  Parker,  A  Dincoiitur  amoinimj  I'lredmn  uf 
Ti(ide(ut  sup.),  p.  12. 

'  '  From  Hamburg  we  removed  to  Kmbden,'  Parker  (p.  24).  '  From 
Kmbden  we  betook  ourselves  to  .*itude,  and  there  we  continued  till 
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'>).     They   seem    to   have   gone   to   Stade    in   l-">87.     Th< 


Knglish  government  appear*  not  to  have  given  them  adequatt!  supimit 
in  their  tnule  .it  Kiiulen.     See  liurgon,  \ol.  ii.  pp.  HD'i   IH. 
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riches  and  uliuonnul  pruMi)urity  to  u  Hiuall  (Jermuii 
town  within  ea8y  (U»tunce  of  Humburg,  even  an  the 
tlastlandcrH  planted  thcmMelvoH  ut  Elbing  neur  unto 
Duntzic.  iJut  at  Stjide  they  found  n<i  sure  lOHtinK- 
placo.' 

Ah  the  Merchant  Adventurers  were  on  the  Con- 
tinent, .so  were  the  Hun^<e  merchants  in  Enghuid, 
and  had  been  for  centuries,  a  powerful,  privileged, 
self-governing  colony  of  alien  merchants.  Known 
jw  the  Easterlings,  or  the  merchants  of  Almayne, 
down  to  the  time  of  Edward  VI  they  maint^iinoil 
their  status  under  the  aegis  of  successive  king.s  of 
England,  who  had  their  i/nhl  pro  ijuo  in  money  lent ; 
and  by  the  Treaty  of  I'trecht,  in  1474,  Edwaid  IV 
liad  confirmed  to  them  in  perjK'tuity  the  Steelyard, 
which  adjoined  their  official  building,  the  (iuihlUuUii 
Teufoiiicontm,  in  Dowgato  Ward  by  the  side  of  the 
Thames.  Hansards  and  Merchant  Adventurers  alike 
contemled  for  sjK'cial  rights  in  other  lands  than 
their  own :  the  one  and  the  other  bitterly  attacked 
their  rivals  for  following  the  same  tiourses  whi(rh 
they  pursuetl  themselves.  When  Henry  VII  broke 
olf  relations  with  the  Flemings,  and  for  the  tinu- 
the  Merchant   Adventurers  were   deprived  of  the 

'  Dr.  Lingelljach  )'  The  Merchunt  Advent  urns  nt  Hamhuty,' 
Amei-iciiii  llmlorical  Ktvieiv,  vol.  ix,  1903-4,  p.  '269  note)  says  that, 
while  the  Adventuri-i-g  wi-re  at  Stade,  thi-  ihief  iimrt  and  icsidfiicc  nf 
the  fellowshi])  w.ib  itill  in  the  Nelherlandti,  having  bueu  estubli^thed 
at  Middelliui'g  in  l.'iN?,  i,e.  after  the  rtgroenietit  with  the  States 
(ienerul  ol  M  .lanuary  15'^*  ;  luit  it  is  ditiicult  to  harniunixe  \\\'\*  with 
the  Adventurers'  own  statement  that  their  settled  mart  in  tin-  Neth'M- 
land-  dateil  from  l."ii)<>,  relVrred  to  Ixdnw.  p.  !••_'. 
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Flomibh  markets,  tho  Hansards,  privileged  neutrals 
as  they  were,  profited  thereby,  and  tliis  was  gall 
and  bitterness  to  the  Mei-chant  Adventurers.  The 
outcome  in  1493  was  a  serious  riot  in  London,  and 
an  attempt  to  storm  the  Steelyard.'  The  riot  was 
quelled,  the  German  merchants  were  not  ousted, 
and  under  Henry  VHI,  who,  it  was  said,  wanted 
their  money  for  his  foreign  wars,  their  privileges 
were  confirmed.  But  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
grew  stronger  as  the  years  went  on,  and  towards 
the  end  of  Edward  VI's  reign,  in  1  52,-  they 
prevailed  upon  the  king's  council  to  cancel  the 
special  rights  which  the  Germans  had  so  long 
enjoyed,  one  reason  given  being  that  the  Hansards, 
not  content  with  dealing  with  their  own  lands  and 
cities,  carried  English  merchandise  to  the  Low 
Countries — the  special  preserve  of  the  Merchant 
Adventurers.  There  is  a  statement,  which  must 
have  been  exaggerated,  that  'It  was  proved  that 
the  Stillyard  men  in  the  year  1651  shipped  44000 
cloths,  aid  all  the  English  merchants  together  did 
not   export  above   1100'.'      Queen  Mary  in   1554 


'  See  Holinshed's  Chrunuks,  1808  eJ.,  vol.  iii,  p.  508.  For  the 
Hansards  in  London  see  Strype's  edition  of  Stow's  SKire;/,  vol.  i, 
Bk.  II,  pp.  202-.J. 

^  Strype  (ut  sup.,  Bk.  II,  p.  205)  makes  the  date  1551,  and 
Edward  VI's  decision  the  last  word  on  the  subject.  '  In  the  year 
1551  the  fifth  of  Edward  VI,  through  complaints  of  the  Knglish  mer- 
chants, the  liberty  of  the  Steelyard  merclju,nts  was  siezou  into  the 
king's  hands,  and  so  it  restcth.' 

■*  From  Rapin's  Jliston/  o/  Km/hnul,  2nd  ed.,  173:?,  vol.  ii,  Bk.  XVI. 
pp.  24-5. 


Ill 


OF  ENGLAND 


91 


restored  the  old  privileges  for  three  years,  but 
subsequently  cancelled  them  again  ;  and  Elizabeth, 
after  characteristic  waiting  on  events,  in  1578  took 
the  same  course.  The  Merchant  Adventurers  had 
won  the  victory.  But  they  suffered  for  it.  In 
revenge  the  Hansards  prevailed  upon  the  Ger- 
man Emperor  Rudolf  to  issue  a  decree  on  the 
1st  of  August  1597,  wliich  prohibited  the  English 
merchants  from  trafficking  in  Germany,  on  the 
ground,  so  Camden  telLs  us,  that  'they  practised 
their  trade  and  sold  their  wares  there  by  the  laws 
of  England,  and  not  those  of  the  Empire'.'  Queen 
Elizabeth  retorted  by  expelling  the  Hansards  in  the 
following  year  from  her  dominions  and  handing 
over  the  Steelyard  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London.^ 

There  was  now  no  refuge  for  the  Merchant 
Adventurers,  save  in  the  Seven  United  Provinces. 
They  had  been  made  free  to  trade  there  by  a  grant 
of  the  States  General  of  the  9th  of  January  1587, 
supplemented  by  another  notification  of  the  14th  of 
July  1598.=    In  a  petition  addressed  to  Cromwell 
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Germany. 
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•  Camden's  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  See  A  Comiilelv  Hi!<tonj  of 
England,  1706,  vol.  ii,  p.  600.  The  Emperor's  decree,  as  given  in 
Wheeler,  alleged  that  'the  foresaide  Adventurers'  colleges  were  here- 
tofore forbidden  and  banished  out  of  Dantsick  iu  Frussia  '  (Wheeler, 
p.  117).  Probably  this  is  a  confusion  between  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers and  the  Eastlanders. 

"  An  Imperial  edict  against  the  Merchant  Adventurers  had  been 
launched  in  1582,  but  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  Emden  authorities 
it  was  not  put  into  force  (Parker,  A  Dm-oiiive  concerning  Freedom  of 
Trade,  p.  25). 

'  .See   Articles  offered  to  the   Council  hij  the  iterehatit   Adreiiliuers 
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in  1056  they  asserted  that  they  had  had  a  settled 
mart  in  the  Netherlands  since  1596.'  They  were 
invited  to  Groningen,  but  at  first  made  their  head- 
quarters at  Middelburg  in  Zeeland,  where  in  1601 
Wheeler's  account  and  defence  of  the  company  was 
printed  by  the  printer  to  the  States  of  Zeeland, 

The  Adventurers,  however,  had  proved  themselves 
abundantly  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  the  towns  in 
which  they  made  their  marts:  they  brought  trade 
and  riches  wherever  they  went,  and  the  profit  which 
followed  in  the  wake  of  English  enterprise  was, 
except  in  moments  of  irritation,  a  stronger  attrac- 
tion than  trade  rivalry  coupled  with  race  prejudice. 
Emden  and  Stade  made  it  clear  that  they  would 
welcome  the  Englishmen's  return,"  and  very  soon 
Hambui-g  followed  suit.  In  1603-4  negotiations 
took  place  at  Bremen  between  the  English  govern- 
ment and  the  Hanse  cities,  in  1611  an  agreement 
was  arrived  at  between  the  Senate  of  Hamburg  and 
the  Merchant  Adventurers,  and  this  agreement  was 
The  con-  explained  and  extended  by  a  formal  contract  con- 
Hamburg  cluded  ou  the  2nd  of  June  1618,*  under  which  the 
of  1618.  position  of  the  Adventurers  at  Hamburg  was  assuiod 
in  the  fullest  manner  and  with  the  most  ample 
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upon  occasion  of  the  h-eatij  with  the  Dutch,  3  November  1653  (Ryiiier), 
lit  sup. 

'  Cul.  o/S.  I'.  Dom.,  1655-6,  pp.  334-5. 

■•^  See  Rymor,  8  October  1597  (for  Emden) ;  3  February  1601  (for 
Stade). 

^  Sen  Ihiiiihunih  CompliiintK,  H.  of  C.  Papor  ]><I,  '.'O  April  l><:i5. 
J).  11,  and  t<ir  tln>  contract  itself,  pp.  17-24. 
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privileges.  The  Hansards  in  turn  were  reinstated 
in  possession  of  the  Steelyard,  though  they  were 
never  replaced  upon  the  specially  privileged  basis 
in  the  city  of  London  which  in  old  times  they  had 
enjoyed.  Among  the  many  rights  conferred  upon 
the  Englishmen  at  Hamburg  in  the  many  articles 
of  the  contract  of  1618,  it  need  hardly  be  said  that 
freedom  of  religious  woi*ship  found  a  place. 

In  or  about  this  same  year,  1618,  John  Milton's 
father  engaged  as  tutor  for  his  son,  Thomas  Young,  Thomas 
the  son  of  a  Scotch  Presbyterian  minister,  and  in    """^^ 

1622  Young  went  out  to  Hamburg  as  chaplain  to 
the  English  merchants,  remaining  there  for  some 
six  years,  and  at  a  later  date  becoming  Master  of 
Jesus  College,  Cambridge.' 

From  1618  onwards  the  Adventurers'  operations  Themaits 
were  divided  between  the  Netherlands  and  Hamburg.  Nethcr- 
In  the  Netherlands  their  head-quarters  were  at  first  ^^^^^' 
at   Middelburg,   as    already   told.      In    1621   they 
moved  to  Delft.      About  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
later    they   moved    to    Rotterdam,   and  after  the 
Dutch  War  of  1662-4  they  found  their  final  home 
in  the  Netherlands  at  Dordrecht  or  Dort.     During 
the  greater  part  of  their   stay  at  Delft,  between 

1623  and  1633,  their   deputy  there  was   Edward  Kdwaid 
Misselden,  merchant  and  economist,  author  of  Free  ^x^n. 
Trade  and  the  Means  to  make  Trade  flourish  and  of 

The  Circle  of  Commerce,  a  vigorous  controversialist, 
upholding  the  case  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers 

'  For  Thomiis  Young  nee  Dkt.  S>it.  liioy.,  ».  v. 
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as  against  tlie  Staplers,  whose  champion,  equally 
voluble  in  controversy,  was  Gerald  Malynes.  Un- 
like the  Puritan  Thomas  Young,  Misselden  was  in 
harmony  with  the  views  of  Archbishop  Laud,  which 
were  not,  it  would  seem,  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  Merchant  Adventurers.'  While  the  Adventurers 
were  domiciled  at  Middelburg,  at  Middelburg  was 
the  main  seat  of  government  for  the  fellowship. 
At  a  later  date,  in  the  middle  of  the  century  if  not 
before,  Hamburg  became  the  head  centre,  and 
remained  so  to  the  end :  in  the  earlier  years  the 
principal  residence  and  mart  of  the  company,  in 
the  latest  stages  its  one  and  only  home  beyond 
the  seas.'- 

Meanwhile  the  Adventurers  had  weathered  a 
cancels'  crisis  in  England.  King  James  I  began  his  reign 
the  AU      \yy  renewing  their  chai-ter  on  the  25th  of  May  1604, 

venturers  .      .  J  i 

charter     but  within  ten  years  there  was  trouble  between  the 

and  again  i     ,i        i  •  mi  i      i     n 

renews  it.  Company  and  the  knig.  Ihe  company  had  the 
monopoly  of  the  cloth  trade  with  the  Netherlands, 
and  was  licensed  to  export  cloth,  undyed  and  un- 


King 
James  I 


'  For  Edward  Misselden  see  Diet.  Nat.  Blog.,  s.  v. 

"  The  date  at  which  Hamburg  became  the  scat  of  government  for 
the  fellowship  is  usually  given  as  1650  or  1651.  Dr.  Lingelbach 
{American  Historical  Review,  ut  .'>iip.,  p.  274  note)  says  that  he  haa 
'"en  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  date  when  Hamburg  became  the 
chief  centre,  but  thinks  it  altogether  probable  that  it  became  so 
when  the  Adventurers  shifted  their  Netherlands  residence  from  Mid- 
delburg ti)  the  smaller  town  of  Delft  in  1621.  This,  however,  can 
hardly  hare  been  the  case,  for,  when  corresponding  in  connexion  with 
the  Newcastle  controversy,  the  governing  body  in  1637  were  evidently 
domiciled  in  the  Netherlands.    (See  below,  p.  137.) 
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dressed,  any  statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
*  White '  cloths,  the  undyed  and  undressed  articles, 
formed  the  stivple  of  their  trade,  and  the  dyeing  and 
dressing  took  place  in  the  Netherlands.  That  the 
processes  connected  with  the  cloth  trade  should  be 
carried  out  in  England  and  not  bo  shared  with 
foreign  parts  was  a  not  unnatural  aspiration  of 
trade  selfishness  under  the  cloke  of  patriotism,  and 
arguments  in  favour  of  stimulating  the  dyeing  in- 
dustry at  home  and  raising  a  customs  revenue  on 
the  ingredients  which  would  be  imported  for  the 
dyei-s'  use,  became  familiar.  But  according  to 
the  author  of  The  Request  and  iSulte  of  a  Trw- 
hearted  Etiglishmau,  which  was  written  in  1553,'  the 
English  dyei-s  themselves  had  been  to  blame. 
■'The  dyers  of  England',  he  wrote,  'have  raised  William 
a  foul  slander  upon  the  famous  river  of  Thames,  \f,y\ 
and  all  other  waters  of  this  your  Majesty's  realm ' ;  \^^^^' 
his  allegation  being  that,  to  excuse  their  own  igno- 
rance and  incompetence,  the  dyers  laid  the  blame 
upon  English  waters  as  being  inferior  for  dyeing 
purposes  to  the  waters  of  the  Low  Countries.     His 


'  This  pamphlet  is  printed  in  The  Camiifn  Miscellany,  18o.3:  for 
the  quotations  see  pp.  3,  5,  7,  13,  19.  Reference  is  made  to  it  in 
Froude's  History  of  England,  chap,  xxvii,  1860  ed.,  vol.  v,  p.  280.  The 
contention  that  foreigners  could  not  get  on  without  English  wool  or 
cloth  was  a  very  old  one.  See  the  pojin  of  Edwnrd  IV's  reign  on 
England's  Commercial  Policy  : 

'  For  there  is  no  reme  [realm]  in  no  manner  degree, 
But  they  have  need  to  our  English  commodity.' 
Political  Poein':  and  .S'oiii?.'  from  Edward  III  to  Richard  III,  edited  by 
Thomas  Wright,  1859,  vol.  ii,  pp.  2><2,  &c. 
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(lofenco  of  the  Thames  is  an  echo  of  the  words  of 
Naaman  the  Syrian,  *  Are  not  Abana  and  Pharpar, 
livers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters  of 
Israel  ? '     He  was  William  Cholmeley,  a  Londoner 
and  a  grocer,  of  limited  means,  and  he  had  put  the 
matter  to  the  test.     He  had  brought  over  an  expert 
dyer  from  Antwerp,  and  taking  into  partnership 
a  dyer  in  Southwark,  had  for  three  years  made  his 
venture  pay;    he  then  proceeded  to  wake  up  his 
countrymen.     He  pointed  out  that  'yearly  there  is 
carried  out  of  this  realm  by  English  merchants  and 
strangers  to  the  number  of  150,000  broad  cloths  at 
the   least,  undyed   and  undressed',  and  'that  the 
same  be  all  wrought  in  Flanders,  Holland,  Brabant, 
Zeeland,  Eastland,  and  Dutchland,  to  the  setting  at 
work  of  two  hundred  thousand  persons  and  above '. 
He  contended  that  all  tho  work  should  be  done  in 
England,  and  the  mart  should  be  in  England,  for 
where  the  cloth  is  merchants  must  come :  so  would 
London   take  from   Antwerp  the   immense  trade 
which  was  concentrated  at  the  great  city  on  the 
Schelde.     Setting  up  the  objections  which  were  or 
might  be  raised  to  his  proposals,  he  proceeded  to 
knock  them   down.      One  objection   was,   'If  we 
should  not  have  our  mart  beyond  the  seas  and  let 
them  have  our  cloth  undressed  and  undyed,  they 
would  make  cloth  themselves ;  so  should  we  be  in 
a  far  worse  taking  than  now,  for  then  we  should 
have  no  utterance  of  our  cloth  at  all '.     To  this  his 
answer  was,  'I  grant  they  will  make  cloth,  and 
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thoy  do  make  cloth,  yes  even  as  good  as  any  is 
made  in  England,  but  not  without  English  wool '. 
He  urged  accordingly  that  woikmen  should  be 
brought  over  to  teach  the  English  handicraftsmen 
the  secrets  of  dyeing,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  should  be  charged  'to  see  that  in  the 
City  of  London  all  manner  of  cloth  be  tnily  and 
perfectly  dyed,  after  the  manner  of  Antwerp ',  and 
that  no  cloth  dyed  beyond  the  sejis  should  be  sold 
in  London. 

Notwithstanding  William  Cholmcley  and  his 
cogent  arguments,  the  cloth  trade  kept  on  its 
course,  and  the  Merchant  Adventurers  exported 
the  unfinished  articles.  It  was  a  working  com- 
promise, by  which  England  and  the  Low  Countries 
shared  the  profits  of  the  trade.  In  King  James's 
reign  the  discontent  of  those  who  thought  on 
Cholmeley's  lines  came  to  a  head:  the  English 
dyers  and  clothworkers  raised  a  protest  against 
the  refusal  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  to  export 
dyed  and  dressed  goods :  the  king  and  his  council 
took  the  matter  into  consideration  and  supported 
the  protest:  the  Adventurers  refused  to  comply, 
inasmuch  as  such  goods  commanded  no  sale  upon 
the  Continent :  the  outcome  was  a  Royal  Proclama- 
tion of  22  July  1614  prohibiting  the  export  of 
cloths,  undyed  and  undressed,  after  the  following 
2nd  of  November ;  and  a  further  Proclamation  upon 
the  2nd  of  December  in  the  same  year  '  prohibiting 
the  Merchant  Adventurers'  charter  from  henceforth 
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to  be  put  in  practise  or  execution  either  within  the 
kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas'.' 
Cokayne*  On  the  29th  of  August  1616  a  charter  was  given 
company.  ^^  ^  ^^^  company,  formed  to  carry  out  the  king's 
behest,  and  entitled  'The  Governor  Assistants  and 
Fellowship  of  the  King's  Merchants  Adventurers  of 
the  now  Trade  of  London  '.'^  The  prime  mover  in 
the  venture,  and  the  governor  of  the  new  company, 
was  William  Cokayne,  a  great  friend  of  King  James. 
His  father  had  been  governor  of  the  Eastland  Com- 
pany, he  himself  was  a  Merchant  Adventurer,  an 
Alderman  of  the  City  of  London,  and  shortly  after- 
wards—in 1619-20 — Lord  Mayor.'  But  most  of 
the  members  of  the  new  company  had  not  his 
standing  and  experience.  'The  company',  wrote 
Bacon  on  the  14th  of  October  1616,  'consists  of 
a  number  of  young  men  and  shopkeepers,  which 
not  being  bred  in  the  trade,  are  fearful  to  meddle 
with  any  of  the  dear  and  fine  cloths '  * — words  which 
recall  Sir  Thomas  Gresham's  criticism  of  the  '  New 
Hanse'  in  the  Merchant  Adventurers'  fellowship, 
who  had  been  called  into  existence  by  the  lowering 
of  the  membership  fee.  But,  if  they  had  been  the 
most  experienced  men  in  the  world,  they  would 

'  The  Proclamation  ia  printed  at  pp.  296-9  of  The  Early  Chartered 
Companies,  Cawston  and  Keane,  ui  sup. 

'  This  charter  will  be  found  printed  in  Carr,  Select  Charters  of 
Trading  Companies,  ut  sup.,  pp.  78-98. 

'  For  Sir  William  Cokayne  see  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.,  g.v.  No  mention, 
however,  is  there  made  of  this  episode. 

*  See  Letters  and  Life  of  Francis  Bacon,  by  .Tames  SpeJding,  vol.  vi 
(1872),  p.  83. 


11 


Itl 


OK  ENOLANI) 


!>!» 


have  failed.  Kvon  before  the  chartor  was  K'laiited, 
Cokayne  and  his  aswwiatoH  found  theniHelvcs  wholly 
unable  to  carry  out  the  policy  in  furtherance  of 
which  they  had  supplanted  the  old  company.  The 
objection  which  William  Cholmeley  thought  he  had 
auHwered,  materialized  and  proved  insurmountaV)K'. 
The  result  of  prohi})iting  the  export  of  undyed  and 
undressed  cloth  was  not,  as  had  been  contemplated, 
that  the  Dutch  were  compelled  to  buy  the  dye<l  and 
dressed  cloth  from  England,  but  that  they  set  up 
looms  throughout  the  Netherlands  in  order  to  dis- 
pense with  English  cloth  altogether,  whether  or  not 
they  drew  their  supplies  of  wool  from  England. 
Concessions  were  made  to  the  new  company, 
allowing  them  to  export  a  certain  amount  of  un- 
dressed cloth,  but  without  avail :  the  complaints 
lately  directed  against  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
were  now  directed  Jigainst  themselves,  as  the 
English  clothworkers  felt  the  want  of  trade : 
Gloucestei-shire,  Worcestershire,  Wiltshire,  pro- 
tested :  '  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom  generally ', 
wrote  Bacon,  'have  an  ill  taste  and  conceit  of  the 
new  company.' '  In  a  word,  they  had  a  brief  and 
most  inglorious  existence,  and  on  the  12th  of 
August  1617  appeared  another  Royal  Pi-oclamation 
'  for  restoring  the  Ancient  Merchants  Adventurers 
to  their  former  trade  and  privileges '.-     The  episode 

'  Letters  and  Life  of  Frain'i.i  Bacon,  itt  .-up.,  vol.  vi,  |).  84,  under  date 
14  October  1616. 
"  For  this  Proclamation  see  Cawston  and  Keane  (ut  sup.),  pp.  300-3. 
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is  of  special  interest  in  timt  Francis  Ikcun  advised 
the  government  in  t!ie  difficulties  in  which  they 
found  themselves  involved,  and  the  occasion  called 
forth  the  following  memorable  saying  of  the  great 
man:  *I  dn  confess  I  did  ever  think  that  trading 
in  companies  is  most  agreeable  to  the  English 
nature,  which  wanteth  that  same  general  vein  of 
a  Kepublic  which  lunneth  in  the  Dutch  and  servoth 
to  them  instead  of  a  company.' ' 
Tho  That  King  James  had  (lelivennl  himself  into  the 

ijlj?"  "^  hands  of  the  Merchants  Adventurers  is  very  evident 
from  the  terms  f  the  new  charter,  which  they 
secured  on  the  28th  of  January  1()18,  having,  it 
woulil  seem,  bought  off  the  opposition  of  Thomas 
Howard,  P]arl  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Treasurer  of  England, 
l)y  a  bribe  of  £3,0(K).-  The  charter  makes  a 
plaintive  reference  to  the  good  intentions  which 
had  inspired  the  abortive  Cokayne  scheme,  *to 
establish  and  scale  the  dyeing  and  dressing  of 
woollen  clothes  within  tliis  realm  as  a  work 
specially  tending  to  the  employment  and  main- 
tenance of  a  great  number  of  our  poor  subjects ' ; 

'  Biicon,  III  sup.,  vol.  V  (1869),  p.  259,  under  date  25  February  1616. 
For  tlic  whole  epiaodo  «eo  Baoon'B  Lifi  and  LHter-t,  vol«.  v  and  vi,  rnd 
Gardiner's  Ilisloiy  of  KngUind.  1603-42,  1883  ed.,  vol.  ii,  chap,  xxi, 
pp.  385-90.  Sl'o  alBo  Motley's  I'niied  Nelhirlandx,  chap.  1,  1867  ed., 
vol.  iv,  pp.  433-4.  It  will  lie  seen  that  Motley  traces  the  trouble  to 
dyers  and  clothiers  who  had  emigrated  from  the  United  Netherlands 
to  England.  As  to  the  effect  of  King  .lames'g  action  in  stimulating 
])utcli  oomjietition.  see  below,  pp.  170-3. 

-  ^^ee  the  cliar-^es  against  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  1619.  Liitei->>  and 
Life  nf  Francis  Bacon  hit  sufO,  vol.  vii  (1874),  p.  57. 
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aiul  then  it  pnM'et'ds  to  iiv«t  tin    monopoly  ol"  the 
reHUwcitatcd    Mi'ichant    AdvciituroiH    in    tlif    mo,  t 
whol«8iiIo   fashion.     'To   tlic   ond    that  thi"  secn't 
practice  of  Int<'rloiH.'rH  and  othoix  not  hw  of  the 
said  Fellowship  of  Merchants  Adventiuvrs  of  KiiK- 
land  may  be  tlio  lietter  discovered '  and  tius  inter- 
lo|)crs  restrained  and  snppressed,  tiie  Adventurers 
were  authorized  to  appoint  offictTs  to  he  [)resont  in 
all  the  custom  houses  at  the  various  ports  of  Englanil ; 
to  these  officers  all  exporters  of  woollen  goods  weio 
to  give  true  entries  of  the  conmiodities  of  this  nature 
which  they  were  exporting;  the  masters  of  the  ships 
were  to  give  bond  that  the  goods  would  be  carried 
to  the  places  specified  ;    the  Adventurei-s  were*  to 
have  the  right  of  search  on  all  ships,  power  to  seize 
woollen  goods  l>eing  exported  contrary  to  the  cluw- 
ter,  to  imprison  and  fine  the  otfeiuling  i)arties ;  the 
custom  house  officials  were  not  to  allow  the  export 
of  any  woollen  goods,  unless  they  had  been  entered 
with  the  Adventurers,  and  not  to  accept  any  warrant 
for  export  of  woollen  manufactures  uidess  signed 
by  the  Adventurers'  officers :  in  a  word,  the  whole 
machinery  of  the   government   was   to   be   at   the 
disposid  of  the  fellowship  for  the  protection  of  their 
monopoly.      For  the   rest,  the  Adventurers   wero 
given  full  power  to  levy  reivsonable  taxes  upon  tho 
commodities  in  which  their  members  dealt,  to  hold 
their  meetings  in  England  or  beyond  the  seas,  to 
deal  freely  with  any  prince,  city,  or  state   as   to 
obtaining  and   using   all   manner   of  rights,    juris- 
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dictions,  and  liberties,  and  to  choose  their  places  of 
residence  in  Germany  and  the  Low  Countries,  men- 
tion being  also  made  of  the  town  of  Calais.  A 
comparison  of  this  grant  with  the  original  charter 
of  1407  will  show  how  the  face  of  charters  had 
altered  in  the  two  centuries  which  had  elapsed. 
The  early  charter  was  solely  concerned  with  rule, 
with  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  among  the 
merchants  to  whom  it  applied  :  the  charter  of  1618 
was  mainly  concerned  with  safeguarding  in  the  most 
The         detailed  manner  a  rigid  trade  monopoly.     It  wjis 

strength  •  ,     »  tr     j 

of  the  a  great  triumph  for  the  Adventurers,  and,  inasmuch 
Advent"  '^  by  the  contract  of  1618  they  secured  their  position 
turers.  ^^  Hamburg,  they  were  now  within  their  own  field 
stronger  than  ever.  Their  strength  and  their  vitality, 
as  shown  at  once  by  their  i\  Nations  with  king  and 
parliament  through  the  troubled  middle  yeai-s  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  by  the  bitterness  with 
which  they  were  attacked,  is  more  noteworthy  when 
it  IS  remembered  that  by  this  time  they  were  only 
one  among  various  great  English  companies,  in- 
cluding the  East  India  Company;  that  English 
commercial  enterprise  had  widened  out  into  all 
the  world,  while  they  themselves  were  rather  con- 
tracting than  expanding  the  area  of  their  opera- 
tions ;  that  joint  stock  had  come  into  play  in  other 
companies,  though  not  in  their  own.  No  longer 
were  they,  as  they  had  been  at  once  in  fact  and  in 
name,  '  the  English  nation  beyond  the  sea ' :  the  sea 
no  longer  connoted  the  Narrow  Soa,  the  English 
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Channel :  from  King  James's  time  onward  they 
were  faced  on  the  Continent  in  a  growing  degree 
with  Dutch  opposition  ;  yet  they  held  their  own  in 
a  wonderful  manner. 

The  result  of  the  restoration  of  their  charter  was  Their 

,     .  monopoly 

and  could  only  have  been  to  nitensity  then-  mono-  about 

1622 

poly  of  the  English  cloth  trade  with  the  Netherlands 
and  Germany.  As  they  were  strong,  they  should 
have  been  merciful,  if  they  had  known  the  things 
that  belonged  to  their  peace.  The  charter  of  1618 
was  a  triumph,  but  an  impolitic  triumph.  '  All  the 
trade  of  the  merchants  of  the  staple,  of  the  merchant 
strangers,  and  of  all  other  English  merchants,  con- 
cerning the  exportation  of  all  the  commodities  made 
of  wool  into  those  countries  where  the  same  are 
specially  to  be  vented,  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  only ;  and  it  is  come  to  be 
managed  by  40  or  50  persons  of  that  company, 
consisting  of  three  or  four  thousand.'^  So  wrote 
Gerard  Malynes  in  1622,  probably  underrating  the 
number  of  the  Adventurei-s,  who  in  1648  were 
estimated  at  over  6,000.^  He  wrote  as  an  ardent 
champion  of  the  Staplers,  a  bitter  opponent  of 
the  Merchant  Adventurers.  Staplers  and  Hansards 
alike  had  gone  down  before  the  Adventurers ;  home 

'  The  Maintenance  of  Free  Trade,  &.C.,  by  Gerard  Malynes,  1622, 

pp.  50-1. 

•  A  Discourse  concerning  Freedom  of  Trade,  by  Henry  Parker,  1648 
(ut  sup.),  p.  22.  He  says  that  there  were  at  that  date  '  above  G.OOO 
persons  free  of  our  company  '.  In  1601  Wheeler  wrote, '  they  are  not 
so  few  as  3,500 '  (p.  7ti). 
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rivals  on  the  one  side,  foreign  competitors  on  the 
other,  had  found  them  too  strong. 

But  the  charter  of  1618,  with  its  stringent  and 
irritating  restraints  on  the  cloth  trade,  bore  in- 
evitable fruit.  Through  the  century  we  find  a 
series  of  complaints  from  the  '  Interlopers ',  as  the 
members  of  the  company  styled  the  merchants  who 
were  not  of  their  number ;  free  traders,  as  the  inter- 
loping merchants  would  have  styled  themselves. 
The  Adventurers  took  for  their  text  the  advantage 
to  the  kingdom  of  a  regulated  and  well-ordered 
traffic  through  clearly  defined  channels,  as  opposed 
to  disorderly  and  promiscuous  dealing.  Tlie  Inter- 
lopers harped  upon  the  evils  of  restriction  and 
monopoly,  though  in  the  latter  days  of  the  century, 
when  opposition  was  directed  against  the  East  India 
Company,  proposals  were  made  for  a  regulated  in 
liei'  of  joint-stock  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  on  the 
ground  that  by  establishing  a  regulated  trade,  which 
was  from  first  to  last  the  basis  of  the  Merchants 
Adventurers  company,  '  the  mischief  as  well  as  the 
wrong  of  a  monopoly  will  be  prevented  '.^ 

The  '  Interlopers' '  influence  may  be  traced  in 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  markedly 
hostile  to  the  company,  which  were  passed  in  1624."^ 

'  Prom  an  undated  print,  entitled  Proposals  for  a  more  beneficial 
and  equal  establishment  of  a  regulated  company  to  carry  on  the  Trade  to 
the  Eas'  Indies,  evidently  of  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
B.M.  816  m.  JJ. 

'  30  April  1624  (H.  of  C.  Joumals,  vol.  i,  p.  095).  The  resolutionr< 
were  worded:   'That  the  opinion  of  this  Hou.se  is  that  the  Impost 
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Through  the  century  the  opponents  of  the  Ad- 
venturers, notably  the  clothiei-s  and  merchants  of 
Exeter  and  the  West  Country,  were  vigorous  in 
attacking  them  ; '  yet  on  the  7th  of  December  1634, 
and  again  on  the  5th  of  May  1639,^  the  fellowship 
secured  Proclamations  from  Charles  I  that  cloth 
and  woollen  commodities  should  be  exported  only 
to  the  marts  and  staple  towns  of  the  Adventurers 
in  Germany  and  in  the  Netherlands.  Wise  in  their 
generation,  when  king  and  parliament  parted  com- 
pany, they  sided  with  parliament  as  against  the 
king.  In  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  February  1643,^  there  is  an  entry  to  the  effect 


money,  set  by  the  Merchant  Adventurers  upon  cloth,  is  unlawful, 
unjust,  and  a  grievance  to  the  People ;  iind  to  be  taken  off,  and  no 
longer  to  be  continued  by  them  ' ;  and, '  That  this  House  thinketh  fit 
that  the  Merchant  Advpnturers,  and  all  other  merchants,  may 
promiscuously  ti-ansport  to  all  places  all  northern  and  western 
dosens,  kerseys,  and  new  manufactures '.  See  also  pp.  698-9  and  700 
for  notes  of  succeeding  debates.  On  p.  706  it  will  be  seen  that  on 
19  May  1624  the  House  declared  '  the  Patent  of  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers, as  now  it  is,  a  grievance  both  in  the  creation  and  execution '. 

'  Macpberson  (ii*  sup.),  vol.  ii,  pp.  499,  &c.,  says  that  the  Exeter 
and  West  Country  merchants  and  clothiers  protested  in  1638,  1643, 
1645.  Another  protest  came  in  Februaiy  1662.  The  pamphlet  of 
164.5,  A  Discourse  consisting  of  Motives  for  the  Enlanjement  and  Free- 
dom of  Trade,  ffc,  which  has  been  quoted  above,  p.  12,  is  an  attack 
on  the  Merchant  Adventurers.  Later  in  the  centuiy  (about  1670)  is 
a  similar  pamphlet,  The  Reasons  humbly  offered  to  consideration,  why 
the  Incorpoivting  the  whole  trade  of  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  this 
Kingdom  to  the  Company  callid  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England, 
is  and  uill  prove  mo)V  and  more  detrimental  as  to  the  country  in 
general,  so  especially  to  the  county  of  Deron  ami  rili/  of  Kjcoii,  tic. 
(B.M.  712  g.  1^). 

"  These  proclamations  will  be  found  in  Rymer. 

■  Vol.  ii,  p.  982.    The  date  was  27  February  1642-3. 
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that  the  king .  ad  asked  them  for  a  loan  of  £20,000 : 
the  House  of  Commons  requested  them  not  to  lend 
the  money,  and  thanked  them  for  informing  the 
House  of  the  matter.  In  that  same  year  the  Ad- 
venturers lent  to  parliament  a  sum  of  £30,000,  at 
good  interest,  8  pe.  cent.,  and  for  a  good  purpose, 
the  use  of  the  navy.  They  had  their  reward.  In 
the  autumn  of  the  year  the  Lords  and  Commons 
passed  an  ordinance  which  confirmed  their  rights 
in  the  fullest  manner.'  The  Journals  of  the  House 
about  this  date  are  replete  with  entries  showing  the 
extent  to  which  they  financed  parliament,  and  the 
result  seems  to  have  been  a  load  of  liabiUties  *  which 
hampered  their  future.  The  long  life  of  the  great 
chartered  companies  and  the  influence  which  they 
exercised  upon  English  history  could  not  be 
better  illustrated  than  by  the  case  of  the  Merchant 


>  The  text  of  the  ordinance  will  be  found  in  Rymer,  1725  ed.,  vol.  xx, 
p.  547.  It  is  entitled  '  An  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
Parliament  assembled  for  upholding  the  government  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Merchants  Adventurers  of  England,  to  the  better  maintenance  of 
the  Trade  of  Clothingand  Woollen  Manufacture  of  the  Kingdom '.  It 
provided  '  That  the  said  fellowship  shall  continue  and  be  a  corpora- 
tion, and  shall  have  power  to  levy  monies  ou  the  members  of  their 
corporation,  and  their  goods,  for  their  necessary  charge  and  main- 
tenance of  their  government,  and  that  no  person  shall  trade  into 
those  porta  limited  by  their  Incorporation,  but  such  as  are  free  of  that 
Corporation,  upon  forfeiture  of  their  goods'.  Then  the  fees  art- 
prescribed.  The  H.  of  C.  Journals  make  this  ordinance  with  the 
Lords  amendments  agreed  to  on  11  October  1643  (vol.  iii,  p.  273). 

'  Macpherson  (vol.  ii,  p.  502)  quotes  or  summarizes  them  as  saying, 
in  1661,  '  It  is  true  they  owe  a  large  debt,  occasioned  partly  by  the 
misfortunes  of  the  civil  wars,  &c.,  and  partly  by  the  opposition  of  the 
Interlopers '. 
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Adventurei-s.  At  the  end  of  tlie  liiteeiitli  eeutury 
they  had  been  the  mainstay  of  King  Henry  VII  in 
his  stand  against  the  Flemings.  They  found  money 
for  Queen  EUzabeth  in  the  straitened  early  years 
of  her  reign.  In  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century  they  were  a  powerful  factor  on  the  side  of 
the  Commons  against  the  king. 

In  May  1656  Cromwell,*  a  staunch  supporter  of  Crom- 

W6ll*8 

British  trading  interests,  issued  a  proclamation  up-  Procia- 
holding  the  company  and  their  trade  monopoly,  with  '"**»*'" 
spec'al  reference  to  their  mart  in  the  Netherlands ; 
and   after  the  Restoration,  Charles  II  gave  them 
a  new  charter  confirming  their  rights.     This  seems  The 
to  have  been  the  last  charter  which  they  received,  leei.*"^" 
and  it  simply  confirmed  previous  grants,  with  the 
exception  of  a  provision,  made  in  favour  of  the 
liberties  and  customs  of  London,  that  no  one  living 
in  London  or  within  twenty  miles  radius  should  be 
admitted  as  a  Merchant  Adventurer,  unless  he  were 
free  of  the  City  of  London.^ 

But  the  Adventurers'  fortunes  were  now  on  the  The 
wane.      In    1662   their  West    Country  opix)nents  the  Ad- 
renewed  their  complaints  against  them,  and  in  May  ''^"*"'^*^'^^- 

'  Dr.  Lingelbach  (in  T)ie  Iniental  Organization  of  the  Mtnliant 
Adventurers  uf  England,  November,  1901,  Transactions  0/  the  Royal 
Historical  Society,  xvi,  1902,  p.  40)  points  out  that  the  leaders  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  wanted  Cromwell  to  become  king. 

^  Thisis  the  charter  which  recites  or  mentions  the  older  charters  iu 
S.  r.  Dom.  Charles  II,  1G61,  January,  vol.  xxvii.  The  Hamburg- 
London  Agreement  of  October  22,  1688,  given  in  part  at  the  end  of 
13.  M.  Add.  MSS.  18913,  states  that  the  charter  was  about  to  be 
renewed ;  but,  as  the  cloth  trade  uas  thrown  open,  the  renewal  prob- 
ably did  not  take  idaee. 
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of  that  year  the  export  of  all  woollen  inaiiufactures 
was  thrown  open  to  any  place  except  the  company's 
own  two  marts  at  Dort  and  Hamburg  until  the  follow- 
ing Christmas.  This  Proclamation  was  formally 
revoked  in  April  1663,  as  having  been  ineffectual, 
and  the  company  was  again  granted  the  sole  licence 
to  expoit  woollen  goods  to  Germany  and  the  Nether- 
lands,' but  the  renewal  of  the  monopoly  was  coupled 
with  a  drastic  reduction  of  the  membership  fee.  In 
a  statement  of  their  case  presented  in  the  last  yeai-s 
of  the  century,  the  Adventurers  traced  the  decline 
of  their  prosperity  to  the  fact,  as  they  alleged,  that 
in  Charles  II's  reign  foreigners  had  been  allowed 
to  intermeddle  in  their  trade,  especially  with  the 
Netherlands.'^  The  Dutch  Wars  must  have  told 
sorely  against  them.  Not  only  did  they  close  for 
the  time  entix-ely  one  of  the  two  fields  of  trade,  but 
the  English  sliips  plying  to  and  from  Hamburg 
past  the  cojvsts  of  the  Netherlands  were  in  constant 
danger  from  the  powerful  Dutch  navy.     'Then  to 


S  f 


'  The  entry  in  Cal.  of  S.P.  Dom.  under  date  8  April  16C3  (vol.  1. 
1663-4,  p.  103)  is  interesting,  the  licence  being  to  export  woollen 
goods  to  Germany,  the  United  Provinces,  Calais,  &c.  As  in  the  charter 
of  1618,  Calais  comes  on  the  scene  again,  though  it  had  long  passed 
out  of  English  hands. 

'  See  lieasoits  for  Suppoiiinfi  the  Company  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  England  in  their  Tnide  to  Germani/,  an  undated  print  but  of  the  time 
of  William  III,  after  Queen  Mary's  death  in  1694  (B.M.  816  m.  »J). 
The  print  contains  the  words,  '  It  is  not  proposed  but  that  the  trade 
from  Exeter,  and  all  other  parts  of  England,  to  Holland  and  Flanders, 
may  be  left  open  and  free,  as  it  hath  been  for  »everal  years  past '. 
The  mention  of  Exeter  shows  the  quarter  from  which  the  main 
n]ipoaition  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  came. 


Ill 


OF  ENHLANl) 


1(M> 


the  Cliange,  where  great  the  noise  and  trouble  of 
having  our   Hambrough  ships  lost.' '     This  is  an 
entry  in  Pepys's  diary  on  the  81st  of  May  1665,  the 
Adventurers'  ships  having  run,  it  would  seem,  into 
the  Dutch  fleet  by  mistake  for  their  own.    Strenuous 
sea-fighters  and  privateers  in  war  time,  in  peace  the 
keenest  and   most   unscrupulous  trade  rivals,  the 
Dutchmen  must  have  had  much  to  say  to  the  decline 
of  the  Merchant  Adventurers.     A  little  later,  at  the  Th.;  cloth 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  thrown 
English  cloth  trade  was  thrown  open,  and  the  fellow-  "P^"- 
ship   entered   on  the  eighteenth  century  with  no 
such  monopoly  as  they  had  once  enjoyed. 

When  King  James  I  came  to  the  throne  of  Proposals 
England  and  peace  was  made  with  Spain  in  1601,  tumingto 
restoring  the  old  privileges  which  English  merchants 
had  in  past  times  enjoyed  in  the  Low  Countries,'' 
there  had  been  a  prospect  of  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers returning  to  the  Spanish  Netherlands  on  the 
status  which  they  had  held  half  a  century  before ; 
but,  according  to  their  own  account,  papist  English 
merchants,  resident  at  Antwerp,  '  certain  Jesuited 
EngUsh  merchants  and  priests  together',  worked 
against  their  fellow  countrymen's  interests  and  in 
their  own.'     Later,  in  1649,  the  Adventurers  were 

'  I'epi/s's  Didiij,  edited  by  Henry  B.  Wheatley,  1894,  vol.  iv,  p.  421 
and  note. 

'  This  treaty  of  18  August  1604  between  England,  Spain,  and  the 
Archdukes  is  given  in  Stow's  Antial.'i  (1651  ed.,  pp.  846-5.5).  By 
ArticK  XX  the  old  privileges  were  renewed. 

'  A  Chronological  Deduction  concerning  the  Emjlish  Cloth,  .\c.  (iit 
M(p.),  Rymer,  1652  (1725  ed.,  vol.  xx,  pp.  625-^'). 
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invited  to  go  back  to  Bruges,  and  the  invitation  waH 
renewed  in  1651.  The  invitation  was  attractive  not 
only  because  Bruges  was  their  old  home,  but  also 
liecause  the  outbreak  of  the  Dutch  War  in  1662  for 
the  time  being  cut  off  their  foothold  in  the  United 
Netherlands.  Accordingly,  in  November  1652,  the 
Council  of  State  received  *  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants 
Adventurers  concerning  the  removing  their  company 
from  Rotterdam  to  Flanders'.*  They  asked  that 
three  conditions,  indispensable  to  their  return,  might 
be  laid  before  the  Spanish  government:  the  first 
was  free  exercise  of  the  Reformed  religion,  the 
petitioners  being  content  that  such  free  exercise 
should  be  only  '  within  the  public  house  of  the 
nation,  admitting  only  English ' ;  the  second  was 
security  for  person  and  estate,  past  events  in  Ant- 
werp making  an  assurance  on  this  head  necessary ; 
the  third  was  repeal  of  all  Acts  and  Proclamations 
'  by  which  the  drapery  of  this  land  stands  banished  ', 
and  the  extinction  of  all  payments  by  way  of  licence. 
The  argument  was  used  that  through  the  Spanish 
Netherlands  the  cloth  trade  could  be  carried  on  into 
Germany,  the  trade  through  the  Sound  being  dis- 
turbed by  the  action  of  Denmark.  Nothing  seems 
to  have  come  of  this  petition.  Protestant  merchants 
were  no  doubt  at  a  discount  under  Spanish  rule : 
Flandei-s  knew  them  no  more ;  and,  when  the 
Dutch  War  ended   in   April   1654,  they   confined 

'  This  iietition  is  given  in   Ryiner  (1725  cd.,  vol.  xx,  pp.  623-5;, 
received  and  considered  by  the  Council  of  State  4  November  1652. 
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thomselvcs  to  their  two  marts,  one  in  the  Nethor- 
Iftnds  and  the  other  at  Hamburg. 

One  of  the  grounds  of  the  numerous  complaints  The  two 
against  them  was  that  they  tied  the  export  ot  the  com- 
wooUen  goods  for  he  Netherlands  and  Germany  P"*"^ 
to  a  single  mart  in  either  case.  There  was  a  reason 
for  it :  it  made  the  task  of  regulating  the  trade  more 
easy  by  concentrating  it  at  '  a  staple  established 
under  the  wholesome  government  of  traffic  in  the 
duo  order  and  policy  of  a  fellowship ' ; '  but  it  did 
not  commend  itself  to  the  Interlopers.  The  pamph- 
let of  1645,  which  has  already  been  quoted,  com- 
plained that  '  the  company  ticth  their  numbers  to 
trade  to  two  towns  only,  viz.  Hamburg  and  Rotter- 
dam ' ;  -  and  the  West  Country  protest  of  1670  made 
the  same  accusation,  '  The  company  strictly  ties 
their  members  to  two  towns,  Hamburg  and  Dort '. ' 
It  is  clear  from  the  petition  to  the  Council  of  State 
in  1652  that  their  head-quarters  in  the  Netherlands 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Dutch  War  in  that  year  were 
at  Rotterdam.  When  peace  came  again  in  1654, 
and  trade  relations  were  resumed,  they  failed  to 
re-establish  themselves  at  Rotterdam,  and  came  to 
terms  with  the  citizens  of  Dort,  planting  their  mart 

'  These  words  occur  in  tbc  petition  to  the  Council  of  State  in  1652 
referred  to  above. 

'  A  Discourse  consisting  of  Afotii-es  for  the  Enlargement  and  Freedom 
of  Trade,  especially  that  of  Cloth.  Ac-i  p.  36.    See  above,  pp.  12,  105. 

^  The  Reasons  humhhj  offered  to  consideration,  why  the  Incorporating  the 
uhole  trad  ■  of  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom  to  the  Company 
f (lite  I  the  Merchant  Adnntiirers  of  Kngland,  S,c.,  p.  6.  See  above, 
p.  105  note. 
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Fees  for 
member- 
ship  of 
the  com- 
pany. 


there  in  1655.'  The  terms  were  approved  in 
Ciomwoirs  Proclamation  of  1 656.  All  the  Merchant 
AdventurorH  living  elsewhere  in  the  Netherlands 
:t  that  date  were  ordered  to  move  to  Dort,  and  the 
export  of  woollen  manufactures  from  England  to 
tho  Netherlands  wjvs  confined  to  that  city.  In  spite 
of  interruption  caused  by  tho  Dutch  Wars  of 
Charles  II's  reign,  the  mart  at  Dort  lasted  on  till 
1761,-  but  after  that  date  the  Adventurers  left  the 
Netherlands  altogether  and  confined  themselves 
wholly  to  Hamburg. 

The  redemption  or  entrance  fees  or  fines,  in  the 
case  of  the  Regulated  Companies,  constantly  were, 
or  could  bo  construed  as,  a  grievance  by  outsiders 
who  were  determined  to  find  a  grievance.  Tho  fines 
which  tho  Adventurers  exacted  in  early  days,  led, 
as  has  been  seen,  to  the  Act  of  1496,  and  to  the 

•  Macpherson  (»<  >iup.),  vol.  ii,  p.  432,  says  they  '  removed  their 
foreign  residence  «t  comptoir  from  Delft  to  Dort  in  1647',  but  the 
petition  of  1652  shows  that  they  were  then  at  Rotterdam. 

»  How  extensive  were  the  privilegei  enjoyed  by  the  company  in  the 
Nethcrlandg  is  shown  by  the  following  statement  made  in  a  pamphlet 
of  1701 :  '  The  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  by  treaties  between 
the  kings  of  this  realm,  and  the  States  General,  are  exempt  from  all 
customs  established  by  their  books  of  rates,  as  to  clothes,  bays,  and 
serges,  to  which  all  other  are  liable ;  and  all  goods  belonging  to  the 
said  company,  pass  through  those  countries  free,  by  land  or  water, 
free  from  all  tolls  and  impositions  whatsoever,  due  to  any  city,  town, 
or  royalty  of  any  Lord ;  and  their  factory  are  exempt  from  paying 
any  public  excises,  taxes  for  watch  and  ward,  quarter  of  soldiers,  the 
poll  tax,  the  hundred  or  thousand  penny,  commonly  imposed  upon 
their  own  subjects.'  From  A  Dialogue  belwent  Mr.  .?/»/</»,  Monsifur 
RatioKse,  Menheir  Doiveil,  and  Mr.  Mamel  Texiera.  Anon.,  1701, 
p.  24. 
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mlmi.ssioii  fVo  boiiig  fixed  at  tc^  niurkH,  traiiislatud 
into  C6  Uh.  4,1.  It  is  very  difficult  to  discover 
what  wore  the  exact  variations  of  this  redomption 
or  membership  fee  from  time  i.)  time.  In  a  state- 
ment drawn  up  after  the  Hamburg  compjmy  had 
been  finally  dissolved,  it  is  said  plainly  that  the 
Adventurers  were  *  at  first  permitted  to  exact  only 
ton  marks,  or  £6  13s.  id.,  for  admission,  but 
subsequently  to  increase  this  sum  to  £50,  and 
afterwards  to  £100 '.'  Tlie  fee  was  fixed  at  £60  for 
merchants  of  London,  shipping  from  the  port  of 
London,  and  £25  for  merchants  of  and  shipping 
from  the  outports,  by  King  Charles  I's  Proclamation 
of  1634 ;  but  it  was  doubled,  to  £100  and  £50,  by 
the  Lords  and  Commons  Ordinance  of  1643.  But 
before  these  two  dates,  at  t'^  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  the  fee  .ood  as  high  as 
£200;''  and  the  words  of  the  charter  of  1564, 
which  have  been  quoted  above,  ■  must  be  construed 
as  allowing  the  fellowship  to  fix  whatever  fee  Hiey 
pleased.  The  Proclamation  of  Charles  II  in  April 
1663,  which  gave  them  back  their  monopoly,  at  the 
same  time  cut  down  the  membership  fee  to  20  and 
10  marks,  £13  6s.  8d.  and  £6  135.  id.     If  a  state- 

•  Hambtmjh  Compluinta,  H.  of  C.  Paper  181,  20  April  1835,  p.  3. 

'  Wheeler's  /.nxv,  Cmttoms,  and  Onlinancea  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Meirhants  Adrentiireiv  of  the  Healm  of  England,  1608  [B.  M.  Add. 
MSS.  18913  Cap.  11.  pp.  24  5],  show  that  the  redemption  fee  was  J.'20O 
at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  (see  Dr.  Lingelbach's 
Internal  Otyani^alion  of  the  Merchant  Adrentiirerx  of  Enqland  ut  ««(> 
p.  25). 

'  See  iiOove,  p.  7i>. 
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niont  in  the  Wont  Country  protest  of  or  nl)out  the 
year  1670  is  to  bo  bcliovod,  tho  foe  then  stood  again 
at  £100'  ;  and  yot  ojice  more,  anothor  pamphlet, 
apparently  of  the  very  end  of  tho  sevcntoonth  cen- 
tury, states  that  the  Hamburg  company  voluntarily 
reduced  their  fee  of  admisfiion  from  E1«J  6.?.  8^/.  to 
iOs.^  With  regard  to  the  fee  charged  in  tho  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Adam  Smith  makes 
the  general  statement,  '  The  tonns  of  admission  into 
the  Hamburg  company  are  now  said  to  bo  quite 
easy '.'' 
ihe  When  Adam  Smith  wrote,  the  name  Merchant 

company  Adventurcrs  had  died  out,  and  tho  company  was 
in  the       known   only  as  tho    Hamburg  company.     It   had 
teonth      become,  aa  compared  with  its  past,  a  local  company, 
'^'    a  company   of    English   merchants   trading    with 
Germany  alone  through  tho  one  port  of  Hamburg, 
and  domiciled  at  Hamburg.     At  the  present  day  it 
is  difficult  to  realize  that  in  past  times  Germany 
was  the  one  land  in   Western   Europe   to   which 
Englishmen  could  trade  with  practical  certainty  of 
friendship  and  peace.      It  was   not  so  with   tho 
Netherlands.     If  the  Dutch  were  not  fighting  Eng- 
land on  their  own  account,  they  were  always  liable 

'  Th*  Reaiona  humbly  offered,  &c.  {ut  sup-),  p.  7. 

'  Pamphlet  entitled  The  charge  of  companies  of  luerehants  more 
equal!}!  borne  by  impositions  on  trade  than  fines  for  admissions.  It 
refers  to  the  Act  of  1672  (dating  it  1673),  which  reduced  the  fee  of 
the  Eastland  Company  from  £20  to  40s.  (see  below,  p.  175),  and  was 
apparei  'y  written  about  1700  (B.M.  816  m.  ,y,f). 

'  Wealth  of  Nations,  Bk.  V,  chap,  i,  Pt.  Ill,  Article  I.  The  Wealth 
of  Nations  was  publiihed  in  1776. 
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to  hv  <lniwii  itit<  wnr  nKainnt  hor.  Tho  ju'iu'HHitm 
of  u  liim  of  (icrinan  kind's  to  tho  tliroiio  of  (Jrimt 
Britain  may  well  have  tended  to  mako  the  Adven- 
turers gravitate  wholly  to  (lerniany  ;  that  they 
pained  Hu})stantial  atlvantagt!  from  being  suhJcetM 
of  a  king  who  was  also  Klector  of  ITanovfr  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that,  in  1710,  British  ships  were 
exempted  from  the  tolls  levied  at  Stade  on  vessels 
coming  up  the  EUk)  Stade,  in  the  duchy  of 
Bremen,  being  under  Hanoverian  sovereignty.' 

So   they   settled   down    at  their  single  mart  at  Tlich 
Hamburg,   enjoying   the    extraordinary    P'ivileges ^'[""/f,!^". 
conceded  to  them  by  the  contract  of  1C18,  greater ''""^f 
•rivileges  than  were  possessed  by  the  citizens  of 
Hamburg  themselves.-    Exempt  alike  from  military 
duties  and    from  civil  imposts,  having  civil  juris- 
diction among  themselves,  and  in  cases  in  which 
aliens  wore  concerned,  if  the  aliens  preferred  their 
courts  to  those  of  Haml)urg  ;  having  criminal  juris- 
diction among  themselves,  except  in  serious  crimes — 
murder,  adultery,  and  the  like  ,  having  the  'English 
house '  provided  and  kept  up  for  them,  they  were 
in  a  most  enviable  position  ;  and  if,  as  we  are  told, 
they  were  not  popular,  it  could  hardly  be  expected 
that    aliens   so    favoured    would    be   liked  by  the 

'  Macpberson,  vol.  iii.  p.  225. 

-  See  Dr.  Linf^elbach's  most  excollent  account  of  Tin-  Meivluml 
Adreiitureis  nt  Nambuni.  Amfrican  HiKtorii-al  fierieu;  vol.  is,  1903-4 
{lit  nup.).  He  says  (pp.  27G-7i :  'The  position  of  the  society  at  Ham- 
burg was  very  inucb  that  of  a  state  within  a  state.'  He  ah  says 
that  the  Adventurers  were  not  popular  at  Hamburg. 
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coniniunity  at  large.  'The  English  merchants  in 
particular,  having  extraordinary  privileges  granted 
them  from  this  city  .  .  .  make  a  great  figure  here, 
different  from  those  of  all  other  nations :  they 
appear  as  a  body  with  particular  jurisdict'on  and 
power  among  themselves.  And  as  they  are  called 
in  London  the  Hamburgh  company,  so  they  are 
called  at  Hambiu'gh  the  English  hanse  or  society.' ' 
There  was  no  restriction  on  the  goodf.  that  they 
imported  into  Germany  and  sold  at  their  quarterly 
marts,  though  their  cloth  trade  was,  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  and  with  the  traditions  of  the 
fellowship,  purely  a  wholesale  trade;  and  from 
Ila.-iburg  they  sent  their  wares  into  Upper  Ger- 
many, to  foirs  at  Leipsic,  Frankfort,  and  other 
centres.  Though  no  longer  in  any  sense  what  they 
had  once  been,  'The  English  nation  beyond  the 
sea,'  at  Hamburg  they  still  retained  some  remnant 
of  their  former  greatness.  But  it  was  a  remnant 
only,  '^hrough  the  eighteenth  century  the  average 
number  of  Adventurers  resident  at  Hamburg  was 
very  small  - :  the  volume  of  their  trade  decreased: 

'  rostlothwayt,  Vnirnval  Dictiotnny  nj  Trade  and  Commenr,  ith  ed., 
1774,  under  '  Hamburg  '.  The  writer  t(>lls  us  '  this  factoi-y  is  incor- 
jioratoil  into  a  company,  consisting?  of  Vi  members,  a  governor,  and 
deputy  govornor'. 

'  Dr.  Jjingelbach  in  'J'hf  Mmhniil  Adrcnturerx  at  Hamburg  (iit 
s!(}i.),  p.  279  note,  shows  tliat  in  the  eighteenth  century  the  average 
membershiii  at  Hamburg  was  under  twenty.  He  says  (p.  280)  that 
during  the  late  pnind  of  the  Adventurers'  history  the  governor  of  the 
fellowship  was  npu;i!ly  mit  resident  abroad.  On  the  other  hand,  I'ostle- 
thwayt  writes  '  The  English  are  pretty  numerous  here  '. 
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they  becaiuo  a  sniall  clique  of  merchants,  whose 
privileges  were  a  survival  of  greatness  long  past. 
The  account  given  of  the  British  factory  at  Ham- 
burg, after  it  had  ceased  to  exist,  is  that  the  factoiy 
'  at  its  dissolution,  and  for  many  years  previous, 
had  become  entirely  a  close  insticution'.* 

The  end  came  as  the  result  of  the  Napoloonic 
Wars.  After  Jena  and  Auerstadt,  in  November, 
1806,  French  troops  under  Mortier  took  possession 
of  the  free  city  of  Hamburg.  It  was  not  likely 
that  Napoleon  would  tolerate  the  privileged  existence 
of  an  English  trading  company  in  the  great  com- 
mercial town  of  the  Ell)e.  Under  French  pressure 
the  merchants  were  compelled  to  resign  to  the 
Hamburg  Senate  all  their  special  and  exterritorial 
rights,  to  remain  in  Hamburg  only  on  condition 
of  becoming  citizens  of  Hamburg.  The  renuncia- 
tion was  finally  completed  in  1808 :  the  factory 
was  abolished  and  the  company  was  dissolved,-  the 
final  agreement  of  April  20,  1808,  between  the 
resident  members  of  the  English  company  and  the 
Senate  of  Hamburg,  referring  to  '  the  Court  master 
and  Treasurer  of  The  Eight  Worshipful  company 
of  Merchants  Adventurers  of  England  residing  in 
Hamburg ' '  — a  final  echo  from  bygone  years.  Tims 
after  a  life  of  four  centuries  at  the  least,  the  Mer- 
chant Adventurers  of  Enghind  became  a  memory — 
a  splendid  memory  of  the  past. 


Tlie  I'lul 
of  th.' 
toinpany. 


'   lliniibiiriih  ('oiiijtldhil.'i  ltd  miji.),  \).  .'il. 
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It  has  been  seen  that  tlie  sphere  of  the  company 'h 
activities  beyond  the  seas  was,  until  the  later  years 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  Flanders  and  Brabant, 
with  Calais,  at  any  rate  as  long  as  Calais  was  in 
English  hands  and  possibly  afterwards,  on  the 
southern  side,  the  towns  of  Zeeland  and  Holland 
on  the  north  ;  that  subsequently  their  marts  were 
confined  to  the  Dutch  cities  and  to  Hamburg,  and 
finally  to  Hamburg  alone.  Wheeler  defined  their 
area  in  1601  in  the  following  words:  'The  parts 
and  places  which  they  trade  unto  are  the  towns  and 
poi-ts  lying  between  the  rivers  of  Somme  ii  France 
and  the  Scawe  in  the  German  Sea.''  From  the 
mention  of  LUbeck  in  the  preamble  of  the  charter 
of  16G4,  it  is  clear  that  the  Adventurers  at  that 
date  either  traded  or  contemplated  trading  within 
the  Sound,  and  the  charter  in  effect  confined  them 
to  the  North  Sea,  so  far  as  exclusive  rights  were 
concerned.  On  the  other  hand,  under  the  terms  of 
the  later  Eastland  Company's  charter  of  1579,  the 
two  companies  were  given  concurrent  rights  of 
trading  in  the  lands  between  the  Elbe  and  the 
Oder.^ 

At   home   it  would  seem   that  Adventurers,  or 
groups  of  Adventiu-ers,  were  at  one  time  or  another 

-  p.  23. 

•^  For  the  Eastliiiul  charter,  see  below,  pp.  162 -G.  The  places 
mentioned  in  that  charter  as  being  oj.en  to  both  companie.s  were 
Denmark  ^with  the  exception  of  Copenhagen  and  Elsinore),  Meck- 
lenburg, .lutland,  Silesia,  Moravia,  Liibeck,  Wisniar,  Koitock.  Stetin, 
Stralsund,  and  all  the  river  Oder. 
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to  be  found  in  most  of  tho  large  comnxcrcial  centres 
of  England,  at  any  rate  in  those  which  were  on  or 
near  the  sea.  '  The  company  of  Merchants  Adven- 
turers ',  wrote  Wheeler,  '  consisteth  of  a  great 
number  of  wealthy  and  well  experimented  mer- 
chants, dwelling  in  divers  gi'Ccit  cities,  maritime 
towns,  and  other  parts  of  the  realm,  to  wit  in 
London,  York,  Norwich,  Exeter,  Ipswich,  Newcastle, 
Hull,  &c.  These  men  of  old  time  linked  and  bound 
themselves  together  in  company,  for  the  exercise  of 
merchandise  and  seafare,  trading  in  cloth  kersye 
and  all  other  as  well  English  as  foreign  commodi- 
ties vendible  abroad.' '  They  formed  strong  bodies 
in  various  cities,  as  is  shown  by  the  Kecords  of  the 
Company  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,-  but  their  main 
strength  was  in  London  ;  and  outside  London, 
Newcastle,  York,  Hull,  and  Exeter  seem  to  be  the 
only  cities  whose  names  '-e  as  a  rule  mentioned 
in  the  documents  bearing  on  the  subject.  Further 
reference  will  presently  be  made  to  this  point. 

The  internal  organization  of  the  company  has 
been  admirably  analysed  and  described  by  Dr.  Lin- 
gelliacn  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Boijal  Jlistorical 
Societi/.-'     We  have  seen  that,  unlike  the  Staplers, 


Membei- 
sbip  and 
internal 
organiza- 
tion. 


'  11.  22. 

*  Set'  Kxtnuts  fi;ui  the  l{iconl!i  of  the  Merchant  Adeenturers  of  Seu- 
cKstle-upoii-Tifiu,  editeil  for  the  Suitees  Society  by  F.  W.  Dendy, 
1895,  &c 

''  ut  sup.,  Tninsnctions  of  the  lioyat  IliMoricul  Sneiety,  xvi,  1902. 
Di'-  Lingelbach's  jjaper,  for  which  he  has  consulted,  among  many 
sources  of  information,  Wheeler's  collection  of  jT/if  Loics,  Cu.itoi>is,a)ni 
onlinaiici.-i  of  tin  /'eUoWihip  of  Meirhants  Adveiituiem  of  t^ e  lieubii  oj 
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the  Merchant  Adventurei-s  were  rigidly  and  ex- 
clusively Englishmen.  >  Further,  they  were  required 
to  be  merchants  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  whole- 
sale merchants  not  shopkeepei>s.  The  members, 
other  than  honorary  members,  obtained  the  freedom 
of  the  fellowship  by  patrimony  or  by  apprentice- 
ship—the normal  term  of  apprenticeship  being 
eight  years— or  by  payment  of  the  redemption  fee 
which  ruled  from  time  to  time.  The  words  already 
quoted  from  the  charter  of  1564,  'conditions  and 
distinctions  and  diversity  in  freedom  ',  are  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  there  were  degrees  of  privileges, 
that  the  members  did  not  all  stand  on  one  and  the 
same  footing.  Length  of  yea.s  in  the  fellowship 
brought  with  it  additiomvl  rights;  and,  moreover, 
there  was  a  distinction  drawn  between  what  were 
called  the  Old  and  the  New  Hanse,  the  old  Hanse 
including  those  whose  forbears  had  been  members 
of  the  compan}*,  before  the  entrance  fee  was  reduced 
by  the  Act  of  1496.  Old  and  New  Hanse  together 
formed  a  most  powerful  corpoiation,  envied  and  at 
times  bitterly  hated  by  outsiders,  English  and  Ger- 
mans alike,  monopolists  no  doubt,  but  never  uncon- 
trolled monopolists,  doing  England's  early  work 
beyond  the  seas  more  effectively  than  if  the  carry- 

Enijland  (1608,  B.M.  Add.  MSS.  18913),  is  a  most  able  and  lucid 
analysis  of  a  very  difficult  subject. 

'  See  above,  p.  79.  In  Rymer,  under  date  15  7ebruaiy  1638, 
1632  O.S.,  will  be  found  a  licence  to  the  governor  and  fellowship  (.f 
Merchant  Adventurers  to  readuit  four  men  who  had  been  dis- 
franchised for  marryinjj  foreigners. 
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ing  of  hor  cloth  to  foreign  markets  had  been  left  to 
be  '  a  promiscuous  straggling  and  dispersed  trade '.' 

All  the  members  swore  on  admission  an  oath,  of 
allegiance  to  the  company,  to  be  '  obedient  and 
assisting  to  the  governor,  his  deputy  or  deputies, 
and  assistants  of  the  Fellowship  of  Merchant 
Adventurers  in  the  parts  of  Holland,  Zeeland, 
Brabant,  Flanders,  and  within  the  Crown  and 
marches  of  Calais,  as  jUso  in  East  Frieseland  or  any 
other  countries  or  place  on  this  side  the  seas  where 
the  company  is  and  shall  be  privileged  ' ;  and  there 
was  a  special  proviso  for  apprentices  in  the  following 
terms,  which  testify  to  varieties  in  the  terms  of 
membership  :  '  Provided  that  you  shall  not  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  this  youi-  freedom,  but  if  you  serve 
your  master  well  and  truly  according  to  your  inden- 
ture, or  else  that  you  be  set  over  to  some  other 
pei-son  freeman  of  this  fellowship  coming  in  by  the 
same  Hanse  that  your  first  master  was  made  free 
by,  and  serve  eight  years  complete  at  the  least,  or 
else  this  oath  which  you  have  taken  is  to  be  void.'- 

The  governing  body  to  which  the  members  swore 
allegiance,  and  which  was  first  constituted  by 
Henry  VI  Fs  charter  of  1505,  consisted  of  a  gover- 

'  Wheeler,  p.  13,  '  For  this  vent  of  wool  and  woollen  wares  (the 
principal  commodities  of  the  realm)  it  in  most  profitable  both  for  tiie 
I'rince  and  country  to  use  a  governed  company,  and  not  to  permit 
a  promiscuous  straggling  and  dispersed  trade '. 

^  Dendy,  ut  suf.,  vol.  ii,  p.  18.  Cf.  Lingelbach,  Internal  Ot-ganhx- 
tion,  S;<:,  pp.  30-1.  In  the  version  of  the  oath  given  by  Lingelbach 
for  the  words  -on  this  side  the  seas'  is  read  'on  this  and  that  nidi- 
the  seas'. 
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nor  and  twenty-lour  iissistants,  in  who.so  hands  was 
full  authority,  legiHlative,  administrative,  and  judi- 
cial. They  were  elected  by  the  General  Court  of  the 
fellowship,  that  is  by  the  whole  body  of  the  mem- 
bers at  the  principal  mart  for  the  time  being,  and 
to  this  Governing  Body  and  the  Geneial  Court, 
both  alike  domiciled  beyond  the  seas,  all  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  and  all  the 
groups  of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  in 
all  the  towns  where  such  groups  existed,  whether 
in  England  or  abroad,  were  subordinate,  even  in 
the  matter  of  appointing  their  own  local  officei-s. 
As  late  as  1720  we  read,  '  This  company  is  governed 
according  to  their  charter,  by  the  major  part  of  the 
said  Fellowship  residing  bej^nd  the  seas  ;  where 
annually  in  the  month  of  June,  they  elect  out  of 
the  fellowship  a  governor,  and  deputy  governors, 
for  all  their  other  residencies  and  courts,  both  in 
those  foreign  parts  and  within  England,  as  at 
London,   York,   Hull,   Newcastle,    tfcc' '      Not    in 

'  Stiype,  lit  sut>.,  vol.  ii,  Bk.  V,  p.  260.  Haraburf,'  is  Md  to  be  then 
'  the  chief  court  of  all  the  Fellowship,  residing  both  in  England  and 
beyond  the  seas'.  Wheeler,  writing  more  than  a  century  earlier,  is 
equally  clear.  '  The  saic?  company  hath  a  governor,  or  in  his  absence 
a  deputy,  and  four  and  twenty  assistants  inthe  mart  town  who  ha\e 
jurisdiction  and  full  authority,  as  well  from  Her  Majesty,  as  from  the 
princes  states  and  rulers  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  beyond  the  seas, 
without  appeal.  ...  By  the  said  governor  and  assistants  are  also 
appointed  and  chosen  a  deputy,  and  certain  discreet  persons,  to  be 
associates  to  the  said  deputy  in  all  other  places  convenient  as  well 
within  as  without  the  realm  of  England,  who  all  hold  coriespondence 
with  the  Governor  of  t^a  Company,  and  chief  Court  in  the  mart  town 
on  the  other  side  the  seas  and  have  subaltern  power  .  .  .'  (p.-30).  See 
Lingelbach,  wlio  argues  out  the  (piestiuii  very  exhaustively. 
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London,  not  in  England,  but  beyond  the  hous  were 
the  head-quarters  of  the  fellowship,  wherever  the 
main  mart  wtis  established  at  the  time,  at  Bruges, 
at  Antwerp,  at  Middelburg,  at  Hamburg.  Not 
within  the  realm  but  outside  it,  save  only  when 
Csdaio  was  an  English  port  and  for  a  space  the 
Adventurers  made  it  their  conti'e,  or  the  king  made 
it  for  theni,  on  foreign  soil  not  on  English  ground, 
was  the  seat  of  government  of  '  the  English  nation 
beyond  the  sea '.  So  it  had  been  more  or  lessfiom 
the  beginning  :  the  original  grant  of  Henry  IV  was 
not  a  charter  to  incorporate  an  English  company 
in  England  :  it  was  in  so  many  words  a  grant  for 
the  better  government  of  English  merchants  remain- 
ing and  sojourning  in  the  Netherlands,  Brabant, 
and  Flandei-s,  to  ensure  order  and  justice  among 
them,  to  remedy  and  prevent  al)uses.  No  such 
extensive  powers  as  are  given  in  the  grant  would 
have  been  needed  within  the  realm.  There  was 
this  advantage  too  in  having  the  ultimate  source  of 
authority  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel,  that 
thereby  no  one  English  city  was  set  over  another. 
The  company,  it  may  be  said  in  paradoxical  truth, 
maintained  its  nadonal  character  by  keeping  its 
rulers  expatriated.  Had  the  seat  of  government 
Ijeen  in  an  English  city,  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s 
of  England  might  in  public  estimation  have  been 
narrowed  and  localized. 

Even  as  things  were,  the  charge  Avas  freely  made 
that  the  fellowship  was  in  effect  a  London  company. 
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What  truth  was  there  iii  this  charge?  What 
position  (lid  London  actually  hold  in  the  fellow- 
ship? In  order  to  answer  these  questions  we  must 
further  consider  two  other  questions.  Were  all 
those  who  styled  themselves  Merchant  Adventurers 
in  the  various  cities  of  England  members  of  the 
company  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  ? 
and  Was  the  company  of  Merchant  Adventurers  <»f 
England,  in  fact  iis  in  name,  a  unitary  company  or 
Wiis  it  a  federation  of  companies  ? 

English  traders  with  the  Low  Countries  and 
homes'of  Germany  would  naturally  be  found  mainly  on  the 
Lh?int  '  i^'istern  side  of  England,  facing  the  Channel  and  the 
Adven-  North  Sca  ;  and  Wheeler's  list  of  English  cities 
wherein  Merchant  Adventurers  dwelt,  which  has 
l)een  quoted  above,  includes  only  one  town — Exeter 
— in  the  West  or  South-west  of  England.  Bristol 
is  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  the  list.  The 
names  which  keep  recurring  as  homes  of  Merchant 
Adventurers  of  England,  are,  as  has  been  stated, 
London,  Newcastle,  York,  Hull,  and  Exeter.  It 
may  therefore  be  assumed  that  at  these  centres  the 
company  had  at  one  time  or  another  the  strongest 
following,  though  there  were  no  doubt  members  of 
the  company  not  only  in  the  othor  towns  which 
Wheeler  names,  but  also  at  Leeds,  for  instance,  and 
probably  in  most  cities  of  the  kingdom  which  had 
any  considerable  cloth  industry.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  ])y  no  means  follows  th.  t  all  Merchant  Adven- 
turei-s    were   meml)ers   of    the    fellowship   of    the 
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Moi-chuiit  Adventuroi-s  of  England,  or  tlmt,  whcrt- 
over  thoro  wore  memboiH  of  the  fellowship,  thoro 
was  a  local  branch  or  court  established.  Some  light 
is  given  by  (•omparing  the  conditions  of  three  pro- 
vincial cities— two,  Bristol  and  Exeter,  in  the  West 
and  South-west  of  England  ;  (»no  in  the  North, 
Newcjistlc-upon-Tyno. 

'  The  Master  Wardens  and  Commonalty  of  Mcr-  Th.;  Mrr 
chant  Venturers  of  the  City  of  Bristol '  were  Vont(ir(r» 
incorporated  by  charter  of  Edward  VI  in  1552, '^'^"''"*^'''' 
the  charter  being  subsequently  confirmed  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  1565.  A  clause  in  this  charter 
provided  that  the  suitutes  which  should  be  made 
under  it  should  not  bo  prejudicial  to  '  our  well 
beloved  subjects  the  Governor  Assistants  and  Society 
of  Merchants  commonly  called  Merchant  Adven- 
turers, going  into  and  frequenting  the  coast  of 
Holland  Zeeland  Brabant  and  Flanders  and  other 
regions  lands  and  dominions  to  the  same  parts 
adjoining '.  This  proviso  was  repeated  in  another 
charter  given  to  the  Bristol  company  by  Charles  I 
in  1639  ;  but  four  yeai-s  later,  in  1643,  King  Charles 
gave  a  new  charter  empowering  the  Merchant  Ad- 
venturers of  Bristol  to  trade  freely  into  places  where 
other  companies  operated,  including  '  the  company 
<^f  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London  '.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  '  lie  Merchant  Venturers  of  the  City 
of  Bristol  were  entirely  distinct  from  the  fellowship 
of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England.  Thoro  may 
well  have  been  members  of  the  latter  fellowship 
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living  at  Bristol,  but  there  is  no  sign  of  any  lot-al 
court  of  tho  foUow.ship,  and  the  Bristol  .society  was 
a  wholly  independent  body.  This  was  only  what 
might  be  expected.  Although  Bristol  was  a  great 
centre  of  the  cloth  industry,  yet  Bristol  shipping 
was  not  directed  to  the  Low  Coinitries.  Tho  over- 
seas trade  of  Bristol  was  with  Ireland,  with  Scandi- 
navia, with  Bordeaux,  and  Spain,  north  and  south 
of  the  sphere  of  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s  of 
England.  Bristol  was  no  doubt  jealous  of  London, 
and  in  1669  the  Bristol  Adventurers  tried — though 
vainly — to  induce  the  Newcastle  Adventurers  to 
combine  against  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  Eng- 
land on  account  of  their  London  connexion  ; '  but 
it  is  Exeter,  not  Bristol,  that  figiucs  in  tho  manifold 
West  Country  complaints  against  tho  great  company. 
The  interests  of  the  Bristol  Merchant  Adventurers 
did  not  as  a  rule  collide  with  those  of  the  Merchant 
Adventurei-s  of  England,  and  the  two  corporations 
were  wholly  independent  of  each  othci 

A  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  granted  in  tho  year 
1660,  and  possibly  renewing  an  older  charter  of  1556, 
incorporated  the  '  Governor  Consuls  and  Society  of 
Merchants  Adventurers  of  the  City  of  Exeter,  traffick- 
ing tho  roalm  of  France  and  dominions  of  the  French 
King',  who  were  empowered  to  make  laws  for  their 
trade  and  society  not   repugnant   to   the   laws  of 


•  See  Dendy,  ///  sup.,  pp.  136-7,  and  Preface  p.  xviii.  The  above 
account  has  lieen  mainly  taken  from  Tli>-  Hiatoni  of  the  Merchant 
Venturers  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  by  John  Latimer,  1903. 


Ill 


OK  KN(iLANI) 


127 


Englutid.  No  oitizcii  of  tho  (-ity  or  county  of  ExoUt 
wuM  to  l)o  allowed  to  tnulo  with  Franco,  unloss  ho 
was  a  niombor  of  tho  society.  The  trade  wati  with 
Spain  a.s  well  as  France,  until  a  separate  Kuild  was 
established  to  deal  with  tho  Spanish  trade,  and  tin; 
Society  apparently  came  to  an  I'ud  in  tho  coui-so 
of  the  Civil  War  in  the  seventeenth  century.'  From 
this  it  woidd  seem  that  tho  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  Exeter,  as  would  he  expociod  in  tho  cjuse  of 
a  South-wostcrn  port,  wcie  mainly  concerned  with 
trading  into  regions  south  of  the  sphere  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  ;  and  so  far,  like 
the  Bristol  Adventurers,  they  woiUd  be  wholly  in- 
dependent of  tho  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England. 
But  Exeter,  .-is  has  hoon  seen,  figures  as  one  of  the 
chief  provincial  centres  of  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers of  England;  though  it  wjxs  a  centre  where 
tho  Merchant  Adventurers'  following  died  away  in 
the  course  of  the  seventeenth  century.  In  a  state- 
ment by  the  representatives  of  the  great  company, 
in  the  year  1661,  wo  are  told  'Exeter  once  had  one 
of  their  most  considerable  courts  in  it,  though  now 
there  be  only  one  member  there ','  Jvnd  presumably 
the  hostility  of  the  Exeter  merchants  to  the  Mer- 
chant Adventurers  of  England   resultod   from   or 

'  Taken  from  An  Klizahethan  Guild  nf  th>^  Cil<j of  Kxeter,  an  account 
of  the  proeceiiingn  of  the  Socletif  of  Mcrcli'inl  Adiriitiircra  'luring  the 
latter  half  of  the  nixtemlh  renturi/,  by  William  Cotton,  1k78.  The 
Exeter  charter  was  subsequently  safegimrded  by  Act  of  rarliamcnt, 
4  Jac.  I,  cap.  9. 

'  Quoted  in  substance  by  .Anderson  ii.  118.  and  by  Maoiihcrgon  ii. 
501. 
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r(tiuri(lo<l  with  tho  decay  and  extinction  in  the  city 
of  tho  local  l)ranch  of  tho  fellowship.  The  Exeter 
merchants,  in  nhort,  all  gradually  ciimc  into  tho 
category  of  free  traders  or  interlo|)erH,  fighting  a 
monopoly  of  which  they  had  once  partaken.  The 
catM'  of  Exeter,  then,  resembled  that  of  Bristol,  in 
that  tho  group  of  Merchant  Adventurers  in  the 
city  who  obtair  a  royal  charter,  and  therefore 
stand  out  as  the  typicid  Merchant  Adventuroi-s  of 
Exeter,  were  in  thoir  sphere  of  operations  wholly 
outside  the  area  covered  by  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers of  England,  anr!  therefore  presumably  had 
no  lot  or  pai-t  with  tho  Merchant  Adventurei-s  of 
England.  On  the  other  hand,  it  differed  from  that 
of  liristol  in  that  it  was  at  one  time  the  seat  of  a 
local  court  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England, 
a  court  which,  it  must  be  assumed,  was  wholly 
distinct  from  the  Governor,  Consuls,  and  .Society 
of  Merchant  J  ^dvonturers  of  Exeter  trading  to 
France,  though  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the 
two  bodies  were  largely  composed  of  the  same 
merchants. 

In  1047  King  Edward  VI  gave  a  charter  to  'the 
Merchants  Ad\enturers  inhabiting  within  the  said 
town  and  the  county  of  the  same  said  town  of 
Newcastle  who  now  arc  of  the  Fellowship  of  Mer- 
chants  Venturers  in  Brabant  in  the  parts  of  beyond 
the  seas',  incorporating  them  under  the  title  of 
•Governor  Assistants  Wardens  and  Fellowship  of 
Merchant  Venturers  inhabiting  within  tho  foresaid 
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town  and  county  of  tho  town  of  NcwcuMtlc-uiJon- 
Tyno '.  They  were  eniiM)Wt'red  to  nmko  ordinances 
•o.\ly  concerning;  tluwo  who  are  or  Hhall  Ix?  of  tho 
same  fellowship'.  This  charter  was  confirmed  by 
Queen  Mary  in  1553  and  (^ueon  Eliwibeth  in  1659. 
The  Bristol  charter  incorporated  a  body  of  Merchant 
Adventurers  whom  the  terms  of  tho  cliarter  prove 
to  have  l)een  a  body  wholly  indei)endent  of  and 
distinct  from  the  Merchant  Advonturoni  of  England. 
Tho  Exeter  charter  incorporated  a  body  of  Merchant 
Adventurers  who,  it  must  be  inferred  from  tho 
direction  of  their  trade,  were  also  independent  of 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England ;  but  l)y 
their  side  in  the  same  city  was  a  Court  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England.  Tho  ca.se  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  was  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  other  two  cities.  Her-  tho  local  body  of 
Merchant  Advonturei-s,  which  was  incorporated  by 
royal  charter,  was  composed  exclusively  of  members 
of  ihe  feliowshin  of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  Eng- 
land. Looking  straight  across  tho  North  Sea, 
Newcastle  traded  with  tho  Low  Countries  and 
Germany,  the  field  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  England ;  it  was  natural,  therefore,  that  tho 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  Newcastle  should  all  bo 
members  of  the  great  fellowship.  But  Newcastle 
was  at  the  same  time  the  northernmost  commercial 
centre  in  England,  the  farthest  from  London.  Its 
special  position  as  the  outlet  of  the  far  north  of 
England  was  recognized  by  the  royal  licences  and 
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tho  lawti  which  exempted  Newcastle  citizens  from 
the  rule  as  to  shipping  staple  goods  to  Calais; 
here,  therefore,  if  anywhere,  there  was  likely  to 
be  resistance  to  any  claim  on  the  part  of  London 
to  override  local  independence  in  matters  of  trade. 
From  the  records  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of 
Newcfistle  ve  gain  some  light  as  to  whether  the 
fellowship  of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England 
was  a  unitary  body  or  a  federation,  and  as  to  the 
position  which  London  held  in  the  fellowship. 

In  1519— it  would  seem  because  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  at  Newcastle  were  at  the  time  weak 
and  struggling  -the  main  comi)any  agreed  to  accept 
the  sum  of  £8  per  annum  from  the  body  at  New- 
castle in  composition  for  certain  dues  payable  by 
the  individual  members.     This  was  before  the  local 
charter  had  been  obtained,  but   the  arrangement 
continued  after  that  date  until,  in  1623,  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England 
decided  that  the  Newcastle  Adventurers  must  pay 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  members  of  the  fellow- 
ship at  York.  Hull,  and  elsewhere.      There  then 
ensued  a  controversy,  protracted  over  many  years, 
carried  up  to  the  highest  authorities  in  the  land,  into 
the  merits  of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter 
beyond   noting  the    position   taken   up  by   either 
party.     Tho  Newcastle  Adventurers  contended  in 
effect  that  the  fellowship  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  England  was  a  federation,  that  the  local  bodies 
were  indopexident  one  of  another,  and  that  the 
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source  of  their  complaint  was  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London  to 
dominate  their  brethren  in  Newcastle.  In  1654, 
addressing  the  Lord  Protector  Cromwell,  they 
iii«i;:itined  'That  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of 
IJiigland  consist  of  divers  companies  inhabiting  in 
•livers  other  parts  of  England  as  well  as  in  the 
city  of  London,  and  each  of  them  by  the  law  of 
England  declared  in  Parliament  ought  to  have  free 
trade  and  not  to  be  charged  without  their  consen. 
by  any  of  the  other  with  any  ex>  tion,  tine,  imposi- 
tion, extortion  or  contributioi.  '  hatsoever'.'  In 
the  course  of  the  controversy  they  spoke  of  their 
Newcastle  Society  as  'a  several  and  distinct  com- 
pany'-; they  laid  stress  upon  having  to  support 
their  own  government  as  well  as  to  contribute  to 
the  general  fellowship;  they  pointed  to  their 
charter  as  evidence  of  their  separate  corporate 
existence ;  and  they  charged  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turei-s  of  London  with  having  usurped  the  name  :.f 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England. 

On  the  other  side,  the  governing  body  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  were  very  explicit 
in  maintaining  a  diametrically  opposite  standpoint. 
Here  is  their  contention  in  1637,  formulated  for 
the  King  and  his  Council.  'That  they  were  not 
styled  Merchant  Adventurers  of  London,  as  the 
pai-ties  term  them,  but  Merchants  Adventurers  of 
England,  and  were  in  these  times  dispersed  and 
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'  Denily,  ut  sup.,  vol.  ii,  p.  57. 


-  Dendy,  vol.  ii,  p.  58. 
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dwelt  as  well  in  the  outports  of  this  kingdom,  viz. 
at  York,  Hull,  Exeter,  and  Newcastle,  ixs  at  London, 
though  the  greatest  number  always  dwelt  at  London, 
but  all  of  them  so  dispereed  were  sworn   to  be 
subject  to  one  and  the  same  government  of  trade 
and  to  such  orders  as  should  be  made  by  the  head 
court  of  their  Society,  >vhich  e^■er  was  and  yet  is 
beyond  sea^,  and  not  at  London.' '     In  answer  to 
the  Newcastle  representation  to  the  Lord  Protector 
in  1654  they  wrote :   '  It  is  denied  that  the  said 
fellowship  ever  did  or  now  doth  consist  of  divers 
companies    inhabiting    in    divei-s    other    parts    of 
England,  either  in  the  City  of  London  or  anywhere 
else,  much  less   in   Newcastle.'-'      In  their  corre- 
spondence they  refused  to  recognize  the  governor 
of  the  Newcastle  guild.     '  We  find  by  our  charter 
there    can    be   but    one   governor,   though    divers 
deputies  of  the   fellowship   of  Merchants  Adven- 
turers of  England.' '    So  they  laid  down  the  position 
in  1637,  and  in  1656,  asserting  that  they  had  some 
years  before  assigned  to  Newcastle  a  deputy  and 
subordinate   court  of  the  fellowship,  as   at  York 
and  Hull,  which  Newcastle  had  declined  to  accept, 
they  announced  that  they  would  now  deal  with 
Newcastle  only  '  as  a  generality  of  freemen  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Merchants  Adventurers  of  England 
there  residing'.*     At  a  later  date  they  took  steps 
for  setting  up  a  new  organization  at  Newcastle  to 


'  Dendy,  vol.  ii,  p.  19. 
5  Ibid.,  p.  7. 


»  Ibid.,  p.  59. 
♦  Ibid.,  p.  66. 
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supplant    the    recalcitrant   Merchant    Adventurers 
guild  in  that  city.' 

Here,  then,  were  two  opposite  views  of  the  basis  The  fei- 

1  Ti   11  1  •      lowship 

upon  which  the  Merchant  Adventurers  I'ellowship  of  Mer- 
rested.     There  was  the  Newcastle  view  that  it  was  J,''^"*„. 
a  federation  of  coequal  corporate  bodies,  and  that  ^t^^'^^J^ 
what  purported  to  be  the  central  body  was  only  was  in 

...  ,1         princi)il>.' 

the  London  coinpany  usurping  authority  over  other  one  com- 
kindred  and  federated  associations.  On  the  other  ^'*"J,"^. 
hand,  there  wfis  the  view  held  and  enunciated  with  ^'on. 
the  clearest  emphasis  by  the  representatives  and 
spokesmen  of  the  main  body,  that  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  of  England  were  Adventurers  of 
England  not  of  Londor,  that  they  were  one  com- 
pany not  a  federation  of  companies,  and  that  any 
local  organization  within  tlic  fellowship,  whether 
in  London  or  any  other  English  centre,  possessed 
only  such  authority  as  was  delegated  to  it  by  the 
central  government  ruling  from  beyond  the  seas. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  principle  the  latter 
view  was  the  true  one.  The  fellowship  was  one, 
a  national  fellov/ship,  not  the  creature  of  any  one 
English  city ;  a  fellowship  claiming  the  allegiance 
of  individual  members,  not  a  federation  of  inde- 
pendent groups.  But  it  must  at  the  same  time 
be  admitted  that  there  was  room  for  the  two  con- 
tradictory views  so  long  as  kings  and  queens  gave 
charters  which  might  conflict  with  each  other.  'J'he 
Newcastle  Guild  of  Merchant  Adventurei-s  derived 

'  Ibid.,  p.  107. 
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its  authority  fro  ne  same  royal  source  as  the 
Fellowship  of  M  ,  chant  Adventurers  of  England. 
Their  governor  was  not  in  fact  a  mere  deputy  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of 
England,  he  held  office  in  virtue  of  a  royal  charter, 
equally  valid  with  the  provisions  which  empowered 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  to  create 
local  courts  and  deputies  of  the  fellowship.  The 
truth  is  that  during  the  long  life  of  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  there  were  and  must  have  been  from 
time  to  time  modifications  of  system  and  diverse 
interpretations  of  provisions  and  precedents ;  nor 
is  it  reasonable  to  look  for  clearly  defined  lines, 
consistently  and  logically  upheld  through  genera- 
tions, in  lieu  of  gradual  change  and  evolution ; 
none  the  less  the  one  main  outstanding  fact  is  that 
this  great  fellowship  was  in  principle  one  fellow- 
ship, and  its  government  was  in  principle  not  in  an 
English  city  but  beyond  the  seas. 

But,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  fellowship  was 

one,  unitary  not  federal,  it  might  still  have  been 

a  London  fellowship ;  and  again,  if  it  be  admitted 

that  it  was  not  in  principle  a  London  fellowship. 

The  posi-  it  may  yet  have  been  so  in  actual  practice.     What 

tion  ot  .  p  •   1      t 

London  in  couclusion  can  fairly  be  arrived  at  on  these  points? 

lowship.  Against  the  plain  and  emphatic  denial  that  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  were  really 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  London,  against  the  plain 
and  definite  assertion,  which  was  not  seriously 
controverted,  that  the  seat  of  government  for  the 
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fellowship  was  beyond  the  seas,  must  be  set  the 
following  facts.  London  was  not  only  the  political 
and  commercial  capital  of  England,  it  was  the 
birthplace  of  the  Merchant  Adventurei"s  of  England, 
who  were  children  of  a  London  guild  — the  guild  of 
Mercers.  The  early  predominance  of  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  of  London  is  shown  bv  ho  preamble 
to  the  Act  of  149G,  embodying  the  protest  of  '  The 
Merchant  Adventurers  inhabiting  and  dwelling  in 
divers  parts  of  this  realm  of  England  out  of  the  City 
of  London '  against  '  the  Fellowship  of  the  Mercers 
and  other  Merchants  and  Adventurers  dwelling 
and  being  free  within  the  City  of  London ',  against 
'the  said  fellowship  of  Merchants  of  London  and 
their  confederates'.'  It  was  allowed  that  among 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  '  the  greatest 
number  always  dwelt  at  London '.-  The  letters 
patent  or  charter  of  Henry  VII  in  January  1506 
gave  the  governor  power  to  call  '  Coiu-ts  and  Con- 
gregations of  all  our  Merchant  Adventuroi-s  as  well 
within  our  Ci^y  of  London  at  the  place  of  old 
accustomed  as  elsewhere',  and  a  clause  in  almost 
the  same  words  was  included  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
charter  of  1564.^  When  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
in  November  1653,  at  the  time  of  the  first  Dutch 
war,  laid  before  the  Council  of  State  the  articles 
which  they  wished  inserted  in  whatever  treaty 
might  be  concluded  with  the  Dutch,  one  article 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  Dutch  should  not  prohibit 

'  See  above,  p.  68.  '  Ibid.,  y.  132.  »  Ibid.,  pp.  72,  80. 
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the  Adventurers  from  levying  'such  impositions 
and  duties  upon  the  commodities  of  their  trade,  by 
them  imported  into  or  exported  out  of  the  said 
United  Provinces  of  the  Netherhmds,  which  by  the 
Fellowship  of  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England 
residing  in  London  shall  be,  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  government,  thought  fit  to  be  imposed  or 
levied',' 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  the 
volume  of  trade  into  and  out  of  the  port  of  London 
exceeded  that  of  all  the  outports  put  together,  and 
we  have  seen  that  the  exception  made  in  favour  of 
the  Staplers  and  Merchant  Adventurers  in  the 
Shipping  Act  of  the  first  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
applied  only  to  sailings  from  the  Thames.^  Tlie 
voice  of  London  must  naturally  have  carried  much 
weight  at  all  times.  Were  representations  to  be 
made  to  King  or  Parliament,  the  Londoners,  being 
on  the  spot,  would  be  the  men  to  make  them.  In 
time  of  war,  when  the  marts  beyond  the  seas  were 
closed  or  threatened,  the  fellowship  would  naturally 
gravitate  to  London  as  its  centre.  Thus  at  the 
time   when   the   Adventurers,    in   the   words  just 

'  Sec.  9  of  the  articles.     See  above,  pp.  6.3,  74,  91  notes. 

'  See  above,  p.  77,  and  compare  the  amount  of  wool  shipped  from 
the  port  of  London  in  Edward  Ill's  reign  above,  p.  44  note.  There 
were  about  ten  years  towards  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  in 
which  what  were  called  the  new  customs  were  greater  at  the  port  of 
Boston  than  at  that  of  London  ;  but  the  tables  of  import  and  export 
duties  quoted  by  Misselden  in  The  Circle  o/Comiiime  (162.3,  pp.  121-2 
and  127-9)  for  tL^  years  161.3  and  1622,  show  an  enormous  prepon 
derance  in  the  customs  of  the  port  of  London  over  those  of  all  the 
other  English  ports  combined. 


in 


OF  ENGLAND 


137 


quoted,  spoke  of  'the  Fellowship  of  Merchant 
Adventurers  of  England  residing  in  London ',  the 
Dutch  war  had  closed  their  mart  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  must  have  crippled  their  communication 
with  Hamburg.  In  war  or  peace,  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances,  J.onuon  must  inevitably 
have  given  a  lead  to  the  provincial  cities,  and 
Londoners  would  not  have  been  human  had  they 
not  asserted  and  tried  to  exercise  some  measure 
of  ascendancy, 

Moreover,  there  is  definite  evidence  that  London 
was  on  a  different  footing  from  the  other  Merchant 
Adventurei-s'  centres  in  England,  that  the  London 
Board  at  all  times  specially  represented  in  England 
the  governing  body  beyond  the  seas,  and  had,  at  some 
times  at  any  rate,  a  special  measure  of  influence  if 
not  of  control  in  regard  to  the  governing  body.  In 
the  Newcastle  controversy,  for  instance,  in  1637, 
the  governing  body,  writing  from  Delft  or  Rotter- 
dam, contended  that  they  'have  done  nothing  but 
what  hath  been  thought  reasonable,  and  was  agreed 
upon  with  the  joint  advice  of  the  Courts  at  London, 
Hambrough.,  and  in  this  place ' ; '  while  a  statement 
made  by  the  fellowship  in  vindication  of  themselves 
against  outside  attacks,  in  1661,  asserted  definitely 
that  London  had  an  authoritative  voice  with  regard 
to  the  decisions  taken  at  head-quartei-s.  '  They  all 
meet  together  in  their  marts  abroad,  where  their  con- 
sultations are  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  kingdom 

'  Dendy,  vol.  ii,  p.  6. 
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in  the  clothing  trade,  and  where  a  majority  of  the 
freemen  and  traders  present  governs  in  all  matters. 
Yet  nothing  can  be  conclude^'  in  that  chief  mart 
town  beyond  sea,  but  by  the  concurrence  of  that 
other  court  which  resides  in  the  United  Netherlands, 
and  of  this  here  in  London.  And  this  court  at 
London  maintains  a  correspondence  all  along  with  all 
other  their  distinct  courts,  as  of  York,  Hull  and  New- 
castle.'^  In  1688  the  governing  body  at  Hamburg 
jigreed  that  London  should  choose  its  own  deputy, 
and  that  the  concurrence  of  London  should  be  ob- 
tained in  the  appointment  of  the  governor  of  the 
fellowship,  the  by-laws  which  were  enacted,  and  the 
dues  which  were  levied,  though  the  agi-eement  was 
not  adhered  to  subsequently.^  In  the  matter  of  the 
Newcastle  dispute,  in  1637,  the  two  Lords  Chief 
Justices  of  England  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  in 
their  report  to  the  Privy  Council,  referred  to  the 
fellowship  as  'the  Company  of  London  residing 
beyond  the  seas ' ;  '  and  the  charter  given  to  the 
Merchant  Venturei-s  of  Bristol  by  Charles  I  in  1643 
referred  to  the  'conpany  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  London  '.*  It  cannot  be  doubted  either  that  the 
majority  of  overseas  members  at  any  given  time  were 
Londoners  or  representatives  of  London  merchants, 
or  again  that  the  court  in  London  had  a  dominat- 
ing influence  in  the  fellowship.     Take  a  somewhat 

'  Quoted  in  substance  by  Anderson,  ii.  118,  and  Macpherson,  ii.  501. 
'  Lingelbach,  Internal  Organ'uation,  S^c,  pp.  54-5.     For  this  Agree- 
ment see  tl.e  end  of  B.M.  Add.  MSS.  18913. 
'  Dendy,  vol.  ii,  p.  23.  *  Above,  ji.  \S.j. 
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analogous  instance  at  the  present  day,  the  case  of 
a  great  bank,  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking 
Corporation.  The  head-quarters  of  the  Bank  are  at 
Hongkong,  but  it  would  be  futile  to  contend  that  the 
office  of  the  Bank  in  the  City  of  London  and  the 
London  board  are  on  the  footing  of  an  ordinary 
branch  office  of  a  bank.'  The  conclusion  that  the 
Merchant  Adventurei-s  of  England  were  a  national 
not  a  purely  London  body,  and  that  their  seat  of 
government  was  beyond  the  seas,  is  not  vitiated  by 
admitting  what  is  at  once  prima  facie  probable  and 
proved  by  undoubted  evidence,  that  London  held  a 
predominant  place  in  the  councils  of  the  fellowship. 
We  have  seen  that  it  was  from  the  South-west 
of  England  that  the  fellowship  was  most  bitterly 
and  continuously  attacked,  the  attacks  emanating 
evidently  from  outside  not  from  inside  the  company. 
It  was  the  old  story  of  angry  provincial  resentment 
against  the  growing  overlordship  of  the  metropolis. 
The  West  Country  clothiers  sought  to  overthrow 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  not  merely 
because  they  were  monopolists,  but  also  and  mainly 
because  their  monopoly  enured  to  the  benefit  of 
London — '  London,  the  residence  of  this  company 
(who  ship  most  of  the  woollen  commodities  made 
on  this  side  Trent  from  that  port)  '.^  South  of  the 
Trent   London  was   in   past  times,  as   it  now  is, 

'  The  analogy  is  not  complete,  because  Hongkong  is  a  British 
possession. 

^  From  the  pamphlet  of  1670  (referred  to  above,  j.p.  105,  111,  114), 
p.  i. 
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geographically  the  dominating  centre,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  for  the  North  of  England,  and  the 
trade  with  the  middle  continent  from  the  western 
districts  of  England  tended  to  be  drawn  eastwards 
to  the  great  port  on  the  Thames.  Given  a  city,  at 
once  the  political  centre  of  the  realm  and  the 
greatest  mart  of  commerce,  given  too  the  .act  that 
it  was  most  centrally  placed  for  a  particular  area 
of  overseas  trade,  and  the  wonder  is  that  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  England  were  not  ex- 
clusively a  London  company. 

Perhaps  the  case  may  be  read  as  follows.  Down 
to  the  time  of  Henry  VII  the  Merchant  Adventurei-s 
were  almost  exclusively  Londoners,  though,  as  far 
as  the  government  of  the  fellowship,  following  the 
trade  of  the  fellowship,  was  concerned,  Londonei-s 
sojourning  beyond  the  seas.  The  Act  of  1496,  with 
the  lowering  of  the  membership  fee,  struck  at  the 
root  of  the  London  monopoly :  there  ensued  the 
evils  which  Gresham  noted,  deterioration  of  the 
class  of  merchants  and  of  the  standard  of  their 
commodities.  Failing  to  reverse  the  Act  and  restore 
the  old  order,  it  would  seem  that  Gresham  set  him- 
self to  effect  reform  by  making  the  company  more 
avowedly  and  distinctively  a  national  as  opposed 
to  a  metropolitan  company,  and  thus  the  1664 
charter  was  granted  to  '  the  Merchants  Adventurers 
of  England'.  To  the  company  standing  on  this 
wide  basis  was  conceded  power  to  levy  high  member- 
ship fees  and  to  exclude  retail  traders — the  points 
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which  Groslmm  considered  essential  in  order  to 
restore  the  status  of  EngHsh  cloth  and  English 
cloth  tradei*s.  Thenceforward  the  Adventurers  were 
in  no  sense  a  London  company ;  but  the  pre- 
ponderance in  number  of  Londoners  among  its 
members,  coupled  with  the  early  London  connexion 
and  the  growing  relative  strength  of  London,  as- 
sured to  London  in  any  year  a  special  standing  in 
the  fellowship. • 

What  place  should  be  assigned  to  the  Merchant 
Adventurers  in  English  history?  What  bearing 
had  they  upon  the  Imi)erial  future  of  England? 
Have  they  ever  been  given  their  due  as  pioneers 
of  the  great  destiny  of  a  great  people?  Let  us 
sum  up  the  main  outstanding  features  of  this 
memorable  company. 

If  their  birth  be  dated  from  the  grant  of  1407, 
and  the  claims  to  an  earlier  existence  be  ignored, 
they  had  a  life  of  exactly  four  centuries.  The 
Merchants  of  the  Staple  were  born  before  them ; 
in  a  sense  they  outlived  them ;  but  for  the  greater 
part  of  their  hiotory  the  Staplei-s  were  little  more 
than  a  shadow  without  a  substance.  The  Merchant 
Adventurers  had  a  definite,  continuous,  working 
life,  in  one  phase  or  another,  from  the  central  years 
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'  It  is  only  fair  to  note  that  the  above  view  is  not  supported  by  an 
entry  in  the  Journali  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  May  5,  1624  (vol.  i, 
p.  698).  An  opinion  was  expressed  by  a  member  as  follows :  '  This 
company  like  a  fruitful  tree,  as  long  as  governed  by  parliament  ;  but 
not  since  they  governed  thcmsulves  ;  which  was  6  Eliz. ;  Before  allied 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  now  of  London.' 
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of  thf  Middle  Agt'M  till  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  They  began  with  tho  Ihnim  of 
LunciiMter ;  they  ended,  iw  ho  many  institutions 
ended,  in  the  u[)heaval  of  the  world  at  the  handw 
of  Napoleon.  They  ran  the  courHt;  of  a  mil  long 
life  in  the  fullcHt  human  senwe.  They  rose,  they 
grew,  they  flourished  and  decayed.  They  saw  and 
they  contributt^  in  a  marked  degree  to  the  evolu- 
tion of  English  history.  They  were  themselves 
a  striking  illustration  of  evolution  on  the  lines  on 
which  the  English  race  has  marched  through  the 
centuries.  They  embodied,  to  quote  C'arlylo's  words, 
the  English  instinct  'to  exi)and,  if  it  be  i^ossible, 
some  oKl  habit  or  method,  already  found  fruitful, 
into  new  growth  for  the  new  need'.'  Born  of 
a  guild,  they  became,  as  a  regulated  company, 
a  guild  enlarged  and  expanded  to  meet  wider  calls 
than  those  of  a  particular  trade  in  an  English  city  : 
they  embodied  'the  development  of  national  com- 
merce along  lines  which  were  familiar  in  municipal 
life'.^  That  continuity,  which  has  been  an  out- 
standing feature  of  English  character  and  English 

'  i;ist  anil  I'ltnetit,  Bk.  IV,  chap.  3. 

'  Stlect  Chartem  of  Ti-adiiii/  Companies,  A.  D.  1530-1707,  Selden 
Society,  edited  by  Cecil  T.  Carr,  Introduction,  p.  xii.  Similarly 
Dendy  (lU  sup.,  vol.  ii,  Introduction,  p.  xi)  writes,  '  The  regulated 
companieH  were  merely  a  developenieut  of  the  local  guilds  adapted 
lor  trading  purposes  beyond  the  seas'.  Adam  Smith,  in  the  ttKilth 
of  yatiotts,  emphasize*  the  same  point :  '  Reguiuted  companies 
resemble,  in  every  respect,  the  corporation  of  trades,  so  common  in 
the  cities  and  towns  of  all  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  and  are 
a  sort  of  enlarged  monopolies  of  thy  same  kind'  iBk.  V,  chap.  1, 
rt.  HI,  Art.  I). 
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luMtury,  was  at  *>ncv  illii^itnitiHl  and  uphold  l>y  tho 
Mercliunt  Adveiiturcrs.  It  was  iliustrattKl  in  their 
decay  08  in  their  growth.  Having  emerged  from 
u  guild  into  a  regulated  company,  they  did  not  enter 
ujKjn  the  further  stage  of  Injcoming  a  joint-stock 
company :  u  regulated  company  they  were  to  the  end. 
As  they  had  expanded,  so  they  contracted ;  jus  they 
had  grown,  so  they  decayed  ;  with  no  violent  change 
or  cataclysm ;  flickering  out  as  little  mote  than 
a  small  and  select  English  guild  in  a  German  city. 

Tho  actual  beginnings  of  the  Ovei-seas  Empire  of 
Groat  Britain  coincide<l  roughly  with  the  beginnings 
of  joint-stock  companies,  and  in  the  construction  of 
tho  Empire  joint  stock  played  a  i)art  which  can 
hardly  bo  over-estimated.  It  was  when  companies 
were  formed  to  carry  British  commercial  enterprise 
into  lands  and  countries  unknown,  that  the  driving 
power,  which  comes  from  combining  and  organizing 
financial  effort,  became  needed  and  appreciated  ; 
that  private  citizens,  still  doing  the  work  of  the 
State,  but  doing  it  in  wider,  stranger,  more  distant 
fields,  realized  and  developed  the  strength  of  the 
common  purse.  The  Merchant  Adventurers  had 
no  lot  or  part  in  voyages  to  far-off  lands :  they  did 
not  compete  with  the  later  companies  which  sprang 
from  the  seed  which  they  had  sown.  Operating 
near  home  in  narrower  compass  than  those  who 
came  after,  and  at  an  earlier  stage  in  history,  they 
fuught  their  fight  and  won  their  way  in  the  looser 
framework  of  a  regulated  company. 
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But   for  this  selfsame   reason  they  were  in   a 
more  rea?   sense   a   national    company  than   any 
of  those  that  came  after.     They  were  Merchant 
Adventurers,  not  in  order  to  share  a  common  profit 
but  in  order  to  secure  a  common  safeguard  for 
their  individual  trading.    Every  man  among  them, 
in  Wlieeler's  words,  traded  apart. »     '  There  are  no 
merchants  of  the  kingdom ',  wrote  Misselden,  '  that 
do  more  bid,  and  outbid  cue  another  at  the  market, 
than  they.' '-    Their  bond  was  the  wider  bond  of  the 
guild,  not  the  narrower  bond  of  the  joint-stock  com- 
pany: theirs  was  a  common  brotherhood,  but  not 
a  common  puree.     Each  man  ran  his  own  risk, 
each  man  took  his  own  profit  or  loss,  but  they  were 
linked  together  to  uphold  a  trade  in  which  they  all 
were  interested,  and  that  trade  was  a  national  trade, 
the  greatest  industry  of  England.     The  fact  that 
they  had  members  and  courts  of  members  at  different 
centres,  in  this  English  city  and  in  that,  that  they 
were  not  focused  at  one  English  centre  alone,  that 
Lhey  had  their  head-qu.';rters  in  a  foreign  land,  where- 
by the  cardinal  fact  of  their  English  nationality  was 
emphasized,  made  them  much  more  'the  English 
nation  beyond  the  sea'  than  if  they  had  all  been 
simply  shareholders  in  one  concern,  which  had  only 
one   English  home,    in   London.     'They  count  it 
their  honour ',  said  the  spokesmen  of  the  company 
in  answer  to  their  blasphemers  in  1661,  'that  they 

'  Above,  p.  19. 

'  The  Circle  of  Commene,  1623,  p.  62. 
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are  no  company  of  one  city,  Town,  or  Borough,  but  a 
national  corporation,  and  disposed  all  over  the  King- 
dom.' '  It  has  been  seen  how  exclusively  English  they 
were,  how  rigidly  it  was  prescribed  that  the  fun- 
damental basis  of  membership,  English  nationality, 
should  not  be  weakened  by  foreign  ties.  It  has  been 
seen,  too,  to  what  extent  these  national  merchants 
served  national  interests  and  furthered  a  national 
policy.  It  was  no  idle  boast  that  '  when  either  the 
honour  of  the  nation  abroad,  or  the  necessities 
thereof  at  home,  have  required  the  same,  this 
fellowship,  because  [of]  their  government  was  always 
to  be  found,  were  still  ready  at  hand  '.^ 

As  a  national  company,  not  as  mere  trade  rivals.  The  Mer- 
they  stand    out    in    their   long   contest   with   thoAdven- 
German    Merchants   of   the    Steelyard;    and   thefhe^Ha^e 
measure  of  their  success  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  ^f^*^- 

chants. 

that,  while  they  ousted  the  Hansards  from  their 
privileged  position  in  London,  they  themselves 
secured  a  permanent  home  in  a  Hanseatic  city, 
where  they  retained  special  privileges,  until  French- 
men, not  Germans,  brought  the  end.  Before  the 
present  war  British  commerce  was  pressed  in  a 
growing  degree  by  German  competition :  the  war 
itself  is  a  trial  of  strength  between  German  and 
British  methods :   it  is  well  then  to  recall  a  time 


!| 
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'  These  words  precede  the  words  quoted  from  the  same  passage  on 
pp.  137-8,  above. 

'  From  the  pamphlet  of  ?  1670,  77ic  Advantages  of  the  Kingdom  of 
England,  .\c.  {ut  sup.,  p.  57),  p.  2. 
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when  German  merchants  predominated  in  London, 
with    peculiar   privileges   and    rights,    courted   by 
English  kings,  while  English  merchants  were  but 
slowly  beginning  to  feel  their  feet  in  their  own  land. 
It  is  well  too  to  recall  the  sequel:  the  Merchant 
Adventurers   embodied    the    rise    of  the   English 
merchant,  the  supplanting  of  the  foreigner:   they 
learnt    from    the     German,    and    they    bettered 
their  insti-uction.     The  Hanse  confederacy  declined 
and  fell :  the  Merchant  Adventurers  in  their  turn 
slowly  shrank  into  senility;   but  they  had  done 
their  work,   they   had   found   out  the   machinery 
which  was  adapted  to  the  English  race,  as  it  grew 
outwards    and    onwards,    and    had    handled   that 
machinery  with  conspicuous  success. 

The  machinery  was  the  chartered  company,  but 

the  chartered  company  as  modelled  by  English 

'.     instinct  and  character;   not  the  artificial  creation 

were  tne  i  xu  4.* 

pioneers    of  king  and  ministers,  as  m  France  ;  not  the  nation 
lilh  Xr-  under  the  name  of  a  company,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  Netherlands  East  India  and  West  India  Com- 
panies;  but  the  embodiment  of  private  initiative 
under  the  sanction  of  the  State,  a  working  com- 
promise such  as  the  English  love,  whereby  English 
citizens  combined  with  one  another  to  serve  at  once 
their  own  interests  and  those  of  the  nation,  at  times 
and  places  and  in  ways  of  their  own  choosing.     In 
these  latter  days,  supposed  to  be  days  of  greater 
moral  scruple  than  their  predecessors,  we  fix  our 
eyes  too  exclusively  upon  the  obvious  shortcomings 
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of  cha'tered  companies,  the  evil  things  which  have 
soiled  their  history,  the  possibilities  which  they  have 
offered  for  buying  and  selling  the  welfare  of  lands  and 
of  men.  Wo  should  see  straighter,  and  interpret 
English  history  more  correctly,  if  more  was  thought 
and  more  was  told  of  these  companies  as  the  special 
means,  whether  good  or  evil,  which  the  English, 
above  all  nations,  devised  and  perfected,  on  their 
own  peculiar  English  lines,  for  making  an  Empire. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  after  some  finality 
in  expansion  had  seemed  to  be  obtained,  after  the 
East  India  Company  had  been  brought  to  an  end, 
and  the  territories  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
had  been  merge*^'  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  there 
came  to  birth,  less  than  forty  years  ago,  a  new  crop 
of  chartered  companies,  and  with  them  came  ex- 
tension of  territory  and  widening  of  influence  as 
never  before.  To  pass  a  right  judgement  upon 
English  chartered  companies.  Bacon's  words  must 
still  be  borne  in  mind :  '  I  did  ever  think  that 
trading  in  companies  is  most  agreeable  to  the 
English  nature,  which  wanteth  that  same  general 
vein  of  a  Republic  which  runneth  in  the  Dutch 
and  sei-veth  to  them  instead  of  a  company.'  This 
wise  man  saw  truly  that  the  chartered  company 
appealed  to  the  practical  English  nature  as  being 
better  in  the  working  than  the  *  general  vein  of  a 
Republic'.  As  the  British  nation  is  a  democracy 
under  the  forms  and  in  the  dress  of  a  monarchy, 
so  the  chartered  company,  as  the  English  moulded 
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it,  has  been  the  incarnation  of  private  enterprise 
under   State  licence  and   modified    State   control. 
With  all   its    defects,   the    system    has    had   the 
great    merit    of    elasticity:     it    has    been    better 
adapted  to  a  process  of  evolution,  of  continuous 
growth,  than  any  product  of  the  direct  action  of 
the  State.     Moreover,  it  has  had  a  further  merit. 
Though,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
in  tlie  seventeenth  century,  English  chartered  com- 
panics,    or   their   leading   members,   in   times   of 
domestic  strife  in  England,  may  have  allied  them- 
selves for  the  moment  with  one  party  or  another, 
they  have  in  their  essence,  from  their  naiuro,  and 
by  reason  of  their  interests,  in  the  main  stood 
outside  party,  they  have  stood  for  continuity,  and  in 
the  lands  where  they  have  operated  they  have  not 
represented  a  king  or  a  parliament:    they  have 
been  in  fact  '  the  English  naiion  beyond  the  sea '. 
The   more  the  overseas  history  of  Great  Britain 
is   studied,    the    more    potent   this    machinery   of 
chartered   companies  is   seen  to  be — as   handled 
by  Englishmen ;    and  the  pioneers  of  it  all  were 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England.     'Out  of 
it',  wrote  Wheeler  of  the  fellowship,  '(as  out  of 
a  plentiful   nursery)  have  sprung  and  proceeded 
almost  all  the  principal  merchants  of  this  realm ; 
at  least  such  companies  as  have  arisen  since,  have 
for  the  most  part,  fetched  their  light,  pattern,  and 
form  of  policy  and  trade  from  the  said  society  to 
the  inestimable  good  and  commoditie  of  this  realm. 
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our  native  country.'  ^  When  he  wrote  in  1601,  the 
great  Tudor  companies  had  como  to  birth  ;  but,  had 
he  written  in  later  days,  the  children  who  came 
forth  from  the  nursery  would  have  astounded  him 
as  much  by  their  numl)er  as  by  their  growth. 
In  good  truth  his  com j^,  any  was  a  plentiful 
nursery,  for  the  forerunner  an^  ancestor  of  all  the 
chartered  companies  was  the  Tsllowship  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers :  they  '■.lade  the  first  experi- 
ments and  took  the  first  risks  :  *  one  day  still  being 
a  schoolmaster  unto  the  other',''  they  gradually 
evolved  the  machine  which  built  up  the  British 
Empire. 

The  first  embryo  of  the  chartered  company  is  no 
less  important  and  no  less  interesting,  in  its  bearing 
upon  the  Empire  that  was  to  be,  than  the  growth 
and  evolution  of  the  system.  We  have  seen  of 
what  sort  was  the  earliest  charter  to  the  Merchant 
Adventurers.* »  It  was  not  a  charter  to  give  a  trade 
monopoly,  it  was  a  charter  to  grant  a  constitution, 
a  charter  to  enable  Englishmen  sojourning  in  foreign 
parts  to  govern  themselves.  The  preamble  sets  forth 
the  mischief  that  has  occurred  and  is  likely  to  grow, 
'  through  want  of  good  and  discreet  rule  and  govern- 
ment ',  unless  the  king  intervenes  '  for  the  procuring 
of  better  government '.  With  this  end  in  view,  the 
charter  prescribes  that  the  merchants  '  may  freely 
and  la^^'fully  assemble  and  meet  together',  when 


The  first 
charter 
of  the 
Merchant 
Adven- 
turers. 


The  be- 
ginning of 
eelf- 
govern- 
ment 
beyond 
the  seaa 


'  Wheeler,  pp.  6-7. 

'  For  the  charter,  see  Appendix. 
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and  where  they  please,  to  elect  governors  '  in  those 
parts  at  their  good   liking'.    The  governors  are 
empovrered  to  rule  and  administer  justice  to  all 
English  merchants    resorting    to    those  parts,   to 
adjust    disputes    among    the    English    merchants 
themselves,   and   disputes    betv^een    English   mer- 
chants and  the  merchants  of  the  soil,  to  punish, 
to  enforce,  '  and  by  the  common  consent  of  the 
aforesaid   merchants    our   subjects,   to  make  and 
establish  statutes,  ordinances  and  customs  as  shall 
seem  expedient  in  that  behalf  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  state  of  the  said  merchants  our  subjects '. 
There  is  no  word  of  incorporation,  no  mention  of 
trading  rights  or  monopolies,  no  reference  to  trade 
in  any  form,  except  that  merchants  are  specified. 
The  one  and  only  object  of  the  charter  is  better 
government,  and  the  way  in  which  better  govern- 
ment is  to  be  attained  is  by  granting  self-government. 
The  king  knew  well,  and  the  merchants  knew  well, 
that,  given  law  and  order,  EngUsh  trade  would 
prosper  without  government  assistance ;  regulated 
companies  were   the    early   companies,   regulated 
trade  is  what  they  stood  for,  as  opposed  to  pro- 
miscuous and  disorderly  traffic.     The  king  knew 
well,  and  the  merchants  knew  well,  that  among 
Englishmen  the  golden  road  to  law  and  order  is  to 
give  them  definite  authority  to  govern  themselves, 
to  choose  their  own  rulers  and  make  their  own  laws. 
Exactly  two  hundred  years  later,  in  1606,  the  con- 
tinuous history  of  the  British  Empire  beyond  the 
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seaa  began  with  the  grant  of  a  royal  charter  to  the 
Virginia  Company  ;  the  charter  which  was  given 
to  the  English  merchants  in  the  Low  Countries  for 
their  better  government  in  1407  might  almost  have 
been  a  model  for  the  founding  of  English  colonies 
in  America. 

There  were  these  two  points  of  difference.  The 
Merchant  Adventurei-s  were  temporary  colonists, 
sojourners  only.  The  charter  of  1664,  intent  on 
preserving  the  English  citizenship  of  Englishmen 
in  foreign  parts,  placed  a  ban  on  the  Adventurer 
who  'shall  for  himself  or  for  his  wife  inhabit  out 
of  the  said  realm  '.  Further,  they  were  sojourners  Ti»e  be- 
in  the  dominions  of  Christian  princes :  they  held  of  ex- 
their  tenure  there— to  quote  the  charter  again —  privi- 
'  according  to  the  privileges  and  authorities  granted  ^^^*" 
unto  them  by  the  Lords  or  Governors  of  the  parts 
aforesaid '.  Like  the  German  merchants  in  London, 
they  acquired  in  some  sort  ex-territoiial  privileges, 
and  to  regulate  this  little  imperium  in  imperio  the 
English  king  gave  them  their  charter.  When 
nations  were  not  fully  consolidated,  when  nationa' 
governments  were  in  their  infancy,  small  communi- 
ties within  larger  communities  were  the  order  of 
the  day ;  the  Statute  of  the  Staple  constituted 
such  a  body  in  England  itself.  But  the  record 
of  ex-territorial  rights  in  the  story  of  the  British 
Empire  is  of  unique  interest  as  illustrating  the  strain 
of  continuity,  the  perpetual  evolution  which  has 
marked  English  history.     In  the  beginning  extra- 
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ordinary  privileges  in  foreign  parts  were  given  by 
the  rulers  of  those  parts  to  English  citizens,  and 
the  English  kings  recognized  those  privileges  and 
delegated   to  the  possessors  of   them  powers  of 
government  and  jurisdiction.   English  citizens  went 
on  into  further  foreign  parts,  outside  Christendom, 
and,  at  Constantinople  in  particular,  ex-territorial 
rights  grew  up.     Then  the  British  government,  as 
the  centuries  went  on,  took  up  the  rights  which 
their  subjects   had   acquired,  and  exercised  them 
directly  on  their  behalf.     Thus,  in  the  words  of  the 
Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  'by  treaty,  capitulation, 
grant,  usage,  sufferance,  and  other  lawful  means 
His  Majesty  the  King  has  jurisdiction  within  divers 
foreign   countries'.     British  citizens  went  on  yet 
further,  into  lands  where  no  government  was  known, 
and  by  this  same  Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act  '  where 
a  foreign  country  is  not  subject  to  any  government 
from  whom  His  Majesty  the  King  might  obtain 
jurisdiction  in  the  manner  recited  by  this  act.  His 
Majesty  shall  by  virtue  of  this  act  have  jurisdiction 
over  His  Majesty's  subjects  for  the  time  being  resi- 
dent in  or  resorting  to  that  country '.   Students  of  the 
history  of  the  British  Empire  know  well  how  potent 
and  far-reaching  has  been  the  application  of  this 
provision,  how  it  has  operated  in  the  Protectorates, 
bringing  rule  under  the  guise  of  protection,  it  may 
be  in  Pacific  islands,  it  may  be  in  the  continental 
areas  of  Central  Africa.    The  seeds  of  it  were  in 
bygone  times,  when  there  were  English  Merchant 
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Adventurers  resident  in  or  resorting  to  Brabant 
and  Flanders.' 

When  the  Merchant  Adventurers  were  persecuted,  Welcome 
or  threatened  with  persecution,  in  one  city,  they  fled  fiirMer- 
to   another ;   but  such  persecution  or  restraint  of  ^j*"^ 
trade  as  fell  to  their  lot  emanated  not  so  much  from  t"™™  >»» 
the  cities  themselves  as  from  the  political  overlords  cities. 
of  the  cities  for  the  time  being.     It  is  most  note- 
worthy how,  with  rare  exceptions,  one  foreign  city 
after  another  coveted  their  presence,  and  urged  their 
return.     '  Procession  and  great  joy '  attended  their 
return  to  Antwerp  in  Henry  VH's  reign.     Emden 
was  at  pains  to  explain  that  the  Emperor  Rudolfs 
prohibition  was  not  the  doing  of  Emden.     Stade 
wanted  them  back  again.     Time  and  again  Bruges 
would  have  had  them  back.     '  In  man's  memory ', 
writes  Wheeler,    'they  proffered   a   great   sum  of 
money  unto  the  said  merchants,  with  offer  of  more 
ample  privileges  and  immunities  than  ever  they  had 
before  in  Bridges,  or  anywhere  else,  yea  in  a  man- 
ner they  proffered  a  blank  to  tie  them  to  what  the 
English  thought  good  to  have  the  traffic  again  in 
their  town.'=«    So  it   had  been  before   Wheeler's 


'  See  the  very  interesting  note  on  p.  iliii  of  the  Introduction  to 
i'fljfy  Voyages  and  Travels  in  the  Levant  (Hakluyt  Soc.  Series,  1893), 
in  which  Mr.  Albert  Gray,  K.C.,  C.B.,  now  President  of  the  Hakluyt 
Society,  traces  the  Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act  from  the  Act  of  1825, 
which  wound  up  the  Levant  Company  and  transferred  the  duties 
which  had  been  performed  by  the  Company's  consuls  to  government 
officer*. 

'  p.  16.  See  the  attestations  from  various  cities  in  favour  of  the 
Adventurers  printed  at  the  end  of  Wheeler's  book.    See  also  Parker's 
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time,  so  it  was  in  later  yeai-8.     Bruges  wanted  the 
English  back  at  almost  any  price.      It  was  only 
under  pressure   from   the    French  that   Hamburg 
cancelled  their  privileges.     Is  there  any  such  con- 
tinuous evidence  in  favour  of  merchants  of  other 
nations?    Yet  the  English   have   never  been   an 
ingratiating  race,  never  popular  in  the  ordinary 
sense.    These  merchants  created  in  the  cities  where 
they  sojourned,  wealth,  employment,  industrial  and 
financial    prosperity,  and  therefore,  with    reason 
they  were    welcome.      But    why  did   these  good 
things  come  in  their  train?     Because   they   ex- 
hibited  and   developed   the  special  qualities  and 
characteristics,  difficult  to  analyse  and  to  define, 
which  aftei-wards  ensured  to  their  countrymen,  as 
traders  and  as  colonists,  permanence  and  success  in 
wider  and  more  distant  fields.     We  read  of  them 
at  Hamburg  that  '  their  judgements  are  so  just  and 
summary,  that  the  burghera  generally  make  appli- 
cation to  them,  when  they  have  demands  upon  any 
of  the  British  factory,  preferring  their  decisions  to 
any  other  court  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city'. 
As  at  Hamburg  in  the  eighteenth  century,  so  long 
before  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  so  in  lands  which 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  never  knew,  in  India  or 
in  China,  the  peoples  of  the  soil  trusted,  even  if 

Ducourse  cottctniing  Freedom  of  Trade  (ut  nup,).     Allowing  for  exag- 
geration on  behalf  of  partisans  of  the  fellowship,  there  is  incon- 
testable evidence  of  the  value   attached  to  the   presence   of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  by  the  foreign  cities. 
'  Postlethwayt  (««  »up.),  s.v.  Hamburg. 
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they  did  not  like,  the  English.  Tliere  han  been 
in  them  something  more  than  mere  capacity  for 
making  money.  TrustworthineHS  in  dealing,  love 
of  fair  play,  practical  common  sense,  applied  from 
day  to  day  in  business  and  in  living,  have  made 
them,  as  sojourners  or  as  citizens,  a  valuable  asset. 

Whatever  elements  in  the  character  of  our  race 
contributed  to  this  result,  a  field  was  given  to  them 
and  a  training-ground  in  bygone  days  and  in  foreign 
lands  near  home.  It  all  enured  to  the  coming  time. 
From  city  to  city  the  merchants  went :  they  adjusted 
themselves  and  their  little  machinery  of  self-govern- 
ment, their  courts,  their  settlements  of  disputes, 
their  giving  and  taking,  to  one  set  of  conditions 
in  this  place,  to  another  in  that.  When  the  time 
came  to  play  the  human  drama  on  a  gi*eat  scale  far 
beyond  the  seas,  the  way  to  play  it,  on  sound 
business  lines,  without  overacting  the  parts,  had 
been  taught  by  the  Merchant  Adventurers  of 
England. 


■.\'\ 


CHAPTER  r. 
THE  EASTLAND  MERCHANTS 

The  long  continuity,  which  marked  the  life  of 
the  Merchant  Adventurers  of  England,  was  wanting 
in  the  case  of  the  Eastland  Company.  The  charter, 
which  Queen  Eliziibeth  gave  to  the  company  in 
1579,  made  no  mention  of  previous  royal  grants, 
extended  and  renewed.  Yet,  like  the  Merchant 
Adventurers,  the  Eastland  Merchants  claimed,  and 
could  in  some  sort  substantiate,  an  ancient  ancestry. 
Antiquity  j^  a  representation  which  the  company  made  to 
Cromwell  in  January  1656-6,  they  asserted  that 
they  had  discovered  the  trade  to  the  Baltic  seas 
301  years  earlier,'  that  is  in  1354  or  1355,  about 
the  date  when  the  Statute  of  the  Stiiple  was  passed. 
In  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  with  the  Hanse  cities  in 
1474,  which  included  Dantzic  and  the  Prussian 
trade,  it  was  provided  that  the  dues  to  be  levied 
should  not  be  higher  than  had  existed  a  century 
or  more  before.^  We  are  told  that  ships  from  the 
port  of  Hull  traded  to  the  Baltic  in  1372,  the 
northern  and  eastern  ports  of  England  being,  as 
was   natural,   always   specially   concerned   in   this 


Baltic 
trade. 


'  Cal.  S.  P.  Don,.,  1655  6,  4  January,  p.  97 
-  See  Bjrmer,  under  date  20  July  1474. 


{See  below,  p.  174.) 
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nurth-oiwturn  trade;'  and  the  pages  of  Ilakluyt' 
give  abundant  evidence  tlint  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  at  any  rate  from  the  time  of  Edward  III, 
tlealings,  or  rather  disputois,  between  English  and 
Prussian  merchants  and  i  ifarers  were  constant  and 
manifold.  Hakluyt  gives  an  agreement  concluded 
in  1H88  between  representatives  of  the  King  of 
England  and  of  the  '  Master-General  of  the  land 
of  Pnissia',  the  head  of  the  Teutonic  Knights, 
which  was  confirmed  by  Richard  II  in  1890,  and 
renounced  again  by  the  Master-General  in  1898. 
The  Prussian  representatives  spoke  of  wrongs  done 
to  their  countrymen  by  the  English  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III,  and  of  a  recent  outrage  in  which 
the  English  had  replied  to  Prussian  complaints,  *  Lo, 
in  your  own  country  of  Prussia  there  are  English 
merchants, and  goods  sufficient,'and  had  bidden  them 
take  in  comi)ensation  two  for  one.  A  little  later,  in 
H04,  King  Henry  IV  writes  to  the  Master-General 
of  'the  ancient  friendship  and  love,  which  hath 
continued  a  long  time  between  our  realm  and  your 
territories  and  dominions',  though  the  antiquity 
was  probably  exaggerated,  as  well  as  the  love  ~ 
after  the  manner  of  kings  in  the  olden  time.  The 
Baltic  towns  which  figure  in  these  early  negotia- 
tions are  T>antzic  and  Elburg,  later  called  Elbing ; 

'  As  an  il  ation,  in  the  Act  of  1566  incorporating  anew  tlie 
Russia  Company,  special  reference  is  made  to  York,  Newcastle,  Hull, 
and  Bo:jton. 

•  See  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii,  pp.  12,  &c. :  the  quotations  given  are  on 
pp.  15  and  42. 
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these  two  towns  were  always  most  prominent  in 
the  record  of  the  Eastland  Merchants,  Dantzic  being 
chief  among  the  easternmost  cities  of  the  Hanseatic 
League. 
Henry  IV      Henry  IV,  while  still  only  Henry  of  Bolingbroke, 
Eastland.  Earl  of  Derby,  before  he  ousted  his  cousin  King 
Richard  H  from  the  throne  of  England,  had  in  the 
years  1890-2  gone  crusading  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Teutonic  Knights.     He  therefore  knew  the  East- 
land   with  a   personal    knowledge,   and   after   he 
became  king,   at  the  beginning   of  the   fifteenth 
century,   we    find   various    agreements    with    the 
Master-General  in  1405,  1407-8,  1409,  and  grants 
to  the  English  merchants  wh     traded  into  tb 
Baltic;   but  the  first  grant  of  the  kind  which  is 
recorded  was  made  by  Richard  H  on  the  17th  of 
January  1391,  and  no  doubt  followed  upon   the 
king's  confirmation  in   the   previous  year  of  the 
agreement  which  had   been   concluded   with  the 
Prussian  representatives.    It  was  a  grant  or  licence 
confirming  the  election  of  John  Bebys,  a  citizen  of 
London,  as   governor    of  the   English  merchants 
sojourning  in  Prussia,  the  regions  of  Lescone  and 
the  Sound,  and  the  dominions  of  the  Hanse,  and 
giving  the  merchants  authority  to  elect  a  governor 
annually.' 

In  the  year  1689  Nathaniel  Tench,  *  a  very  grave 
intelligent  and  worthy  citizen  and  merchant  7  who 

'  See  Rymer  under  the  date  given. 

■  Ciiype's  edition  of  Stow'g  Smret/,  vol.  ii,  Bk.  V.  pp.  262  3, 


The 
charter 
of  1391 


tfalilini 
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had  been  for  many  years  governor  of  the  Eastland 
Company,  wrote  a  'very  rational  tract','  giving 
an  account  and  justification  of  the  company.  '  The 
trade  of  this  nation ',  the  pamphlet  says,  '  was 
formerly  (as  it  were  entirely)  in  the  foreigners' 
hands,  viz.  the  members  of  the  Hans  towns,  who 
were  incorporated  into  a  society  by  the  name  of 
the  Merchants  of  the  Dutch  Hans.  .  .  .  About 
the  time  of  King  Henry  IV  the  English  began  to 
trade  themselves  into  the  East  parts',  and  the  king, 
*  for  the  better  encouragement  of  his  own  subjects, 
did  in  the  5th  year  of  his  reign  grant  his  first 
charter  to  the  merchants  trading  into  the  East- 
land '.-  This  dates  the  Eastlanders  from  1404.  The 
The  grant  of  the  6th  of  June  in  that  year  speaks  of  "j  40™ 
of  the  merchants  sojourning  in  the  parts  of  Prussia, 
of  Scone,*  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Hanse ;   and 

'  See  note  2  on  previoug  page. 

'  The  pamphlet  ii  entitled  Reattona  humhhj  offered  by  the  Oovemor, 
A»ti»tant$,  and  Fellotcthip  rf  Eautland  Merchants  against  the  giving  of 
a  general  Khertg  to  all  persons  lehaUoever  to  export  the  English  woollen 
manufactures  tohither  they  please.  It  is  among  the  tracts  on  wool  at 
the  British  Museum,  712.  g.  16.  According  to  Cawston  and  Keane 
(p.  61  note),  the  Eastland,  or  the  East  country,  in  old  records 
meant  the  region  beyond  the  Vistula.  Anderson  (i.  420)  speaks  of 
the  East  country  as  '  a  name  of  old,  and  still  given  by  mercantile 
people,  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  but  more  especially  in  Prussia 
and  Livonia'.  See  also  Hakluyt  (vol.  i,  p.  15),  '  Wolstan's  navigation 
in  the  East  Sea ',  where  the  East  Sea  is  taken  in  the  marginal  note  to 
be  'within  the  Sound  c'  Denmark',  and  Eastland  is  identified  with 
Lithuania. 

*  Sconia  and  Sconeland  will  be  found  referred  to  in  Hakluyt  (vol.  ii, 
pp.  42,  44,  46,  69),  and  was  apparently  important  in  connexion  with 
the  herring  fishery.  Presumably  it  was  Scania,  now  Sk&ne  (German 
Schonen)  in  the  south  of  Sweden,  which  was  Danixli  territorv  until 
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of  1408,  there  is  a  thii-d  charter,  dated  the  Ist  of  March 
1408,  applying  to  the  English  merchants  in  Nor- 
way, Sweden,  and  Denmark.*  This  last  charter 
was  granted  in  the  year  after  Henry  IV  gave  the 
Merchant  Adventurers  their  charter,  to  which  it 
refers,  and  all  these  grants  of  1391,  1404,  1407, 
and  1408  are  on  the  same  lines :  they  made  pro- 
vision for  good  government,  and  were  not  concerned 
with  trade  monopoly.  The  charter  of  1404  was 
confirmed  by  King  Henry  VI  on  the  20th  of  June 
1428;  but  the  Eastland  Company,  as  known  to 
history,  did  not  come  into  existence  until  the  year 
1679,  when,  on  the  7th  of  August,  Queen  Elizabeth 
incorporated  'The  Governor,  Assistants,  and  Fellow- 
ship of  Merchants  of  Eastland  '.* 


of  1428, 


and  of 
1579. 


ii 


the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Possibly  Landskrone  may 
have  something  to  do  with  Lescone. 

•  As  given  in  Rymer,  the  grant  of  1391  applies  to  '  mercatores  regni 
nostri  Angliae  in  terra  Pruciae,  et  in  partibus  de  Lescone,  Sounde,  et 
ill  dominiis  de  Hansa  comraorantes ' ;  the  grant  of  1404,  to  '  mer- 
catores etc.  in  partibus  Prussiae  et  de  Scone  ac  in  aliis  partibus  de 
Hansa commorantes' ;  the  grant  of  14'"S,  to  '  mercatores  etc.  in  partibus 
Norwegiae,  Sweciae  et  Daciae  commorantes'.  Henry  VI's  charter  of 
1428  purports  to  recite  and  confirm  the  grant  of  1404,  but  recites  it 
as  '  in  partibus  Pruciae,  Daciae,  Norweiae,  Hansae  et  Swechiae  com- 
morantes', thus  combining  the  charters  of  1404  and  1408.  Hakluyt 
(ii,  pp.  106-10),  professing  to  give  the  1404  charter,  gives  in  the  body 
of  the  charter  the  1428  version  ;  but  gives  in  the  heading  a  slightly 
different  version  again,  '  Carta  Henriei  Quarti  anno  quinto  regni  sul 
concessa  mercatoribus  Anglioe  in  partibus  Prussiae,  Daciae,  Nor- 
wegiae, Swethiae,  et  Qermaniae,  de  gubernatore  inter  ipsos  ibidem 
constituendo '. 

.•  A  long  extract  from  this  charter  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  to 
The  Acts  and  Ordinances  of  Ihe  Eastland  Company,  by  Miss  Maud 
Sellers,  Royal  Historical  Society,  1906,  pp.  142-51.   Miss  Sellers's  book 


^:^m- 


TV 


THE  EASTLAND  MERCHANTS 


161 


Eastland,  tlie  Eastlands,  the  East  countries,  de- 
noted the  towns   and    regions   bordering  on   the 
Baltic,    reached   by   trading   vessels   through   the 
Sound,  the  generic  name  being  borne  by  Esthland 
or  Esthonia.    There  is  a  charter  given  by  Charles  I  to 
the  City  of  London  in  October  1638,  in  which  the 
Eastland  Company  is  referred  to  as  '  the  governors 
and  assistants  of  the  English  merchants  trafficking 
in  the  Baltic  Sea'.     The  complaint  against  the 
London   Merchant  Adventurers,   embodied  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Act  of  1496,  enumerated  Danske 
(Dantzic)  and  Eastland  among  the   'divers    coasts 
and    parts    beyond    the    sea',    to    which    English 
merchants    freely  plied    their   trade.     When   the  Condi- 
Eastland  Company  came  into  being,  political  con-un^lr 
ditions  in  the  Baltic  were  widely  different  from ':'"'^'> '''^ 
those  of  the  present  day.     Russia  was  not  then  '  579  was 
a  Baltic  power,  and  Prussia  was  in  infancy.     Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Poland  and  Lithuania,  the  Hanse 
cities,  were  leading  on  the  shores  or  in  the  islands 
of  these  Eastern  seas.   Leiffland,  Livland,  or  Livonia 
Pommern,  Pommerland,  or  Pomerania:  stood  for 
more    than,    as   now,    the    names    of  Russian   or 
German  provinces.     Meanwhile,  in   England,  the 
Muscovy  or  Russia  Company  had  received  a  charter 
from  Philip  and  Mary  in  1555,  and  had  been  incor- 
porated by  Act  of  Parliament '  in  Queen  Eliziibeths 

is  invaluable,  as  the  only  book  which  gives  full  and  accm-ate  infor- 
mation on  the  subject,  of  the  Eastland  Company  ;  the  aoconnt  given 
in  the  text  is  mainly  derived  from  it. 
'  8  Eliz.,  cap.  17  (on  lloll  in  Chancery).    An  Act  for  the  corpomtion 
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reign,  in  1566.    In  1664  the  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  England  had  received  a  now  charter;   and  in 
1578  Queen   Elizabeth  had   finally  cancelled   the 
special  privileges  which  the  Hanse  merchants  had 
almost  from  time  immemorial  enjoyed  in  England. 
All  these  conditions  were  reflected  in  the  terms  of 
the  Eastland   charter  of   1579;    it  was  designed 
to  strengthen  Enghsh  trading  enterprise  against 
the  foreigners,  by  combining  the  English  merchants 
concerned,  who  had  received  separate  charters  in 
Henry  IV's   reign,  while  safeguarding  the  rights 
of  existing  combinations. 
The  scope     The   preamble   shows  that  it  was  a  voluntary 
Ealuand  union  or  federation  of  all  the  English  merchants, 
charter,    ^j^^  ^^^j.  ^-^j^  ^^iB  lands  and  peoples  within  the 
Sound,  other  than  the  Muscovy  merchants.     All 
these  merchants,  so  the  charter  alleged,  desired 
to  form  'one  fellowship  and  commonalty  and  to 
be  one  body  incorporate  and  politic  in  deed  and 
in  name',  as  well  for   the  better  government  of 
themselves  as  for  the  honour  of  England  and  her 
queen.    There  were  the  merchants  '  trading  the  East 
parts   commonly    called    the    Dantzick   merchants 
or  merchants  trading  in  or  through  the  Sound'; 
there   were    the   merchants    trading    through    the 
Sound  to  Norway,  Sweden,  Poland,  to  '  Letto  and 
Leifland   under    the    dominions    of    the    King  of 
Powle  Prussen',  to  Pomerland  eastward  from  the 

of  Merchant  AJvcnture.-s  for  the  discovery  of  new  trades.   The  Act  will 
be  found  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii,  pp.  83  91. 
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OJer,  to  specified  Baltic  ports,  to  Copenhagen  and 
L'lsinore  in  Denmark;  there  were  the  traders  to 
various  islands  within  the  Sound,  among  which 
Finland  was  included,  for,  in  spite  of  many  years 
of  trading,  the  geography  of  the  Baltic  lands  was 
indifferently  known  in  England  at  this  date.  From 
Narva  on  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  with  the  territories 
belonging  to  it,  the  Ejistland  Company  was  ex- 
cluded ;  for,  though  not  then  belonging  to  Russia, 
those  territories  had  been  placed  within  the  sphere 
of  the  Russia  Company,  in  order — so  it  was  said 
— to  obviate  the  mischief  caused  by  Interlopei-s, 
'a  number  of  straggling  merchants  and  unskilful 
traders,' '  who  had  put  in  an  appearance  at  Narva 

I  '  See  the  pamphlet  of  1689,  I{ea6ons  hiDiihly  ,>ff,,ed,  .\r.  (ut  sup.), 

I  pp.  5-6.     Parker.in  A  Discouise  conceniiiig  t'>vf<li>m  of  Trade  (iit  iitp.i, 

I  p.  13,  writes:   'The  English  had  at  the  Narre  in  Leiflaml  a  good 

i  ti-ade,  and  good  sales  for  our  native  commodities  for  a  while,  but  about 

j  1565  divers  straggling  merchants   resorted  thither  out  of  England 

I  and  80  brought  themselves,  and  their  wares,  into  great  contempt.' 

Hence,  he  says,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  at  the  next  Parliament  were 
obliged  to  include  '  the  Narre  '  within  the  Muscovy  Company's  charter. 
Hakluyt  gives  'A  letter  of  M.  Henrie  Lane  ',  in  which  it  is  said  'the 
first  traffic  to  the  Narve  in  Livonia'  was  in  1560  (iii,  p.  J35).  He  also 
tells  us  that  in  1567  Anthony  .lenkinson  secured  from  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  privileges  for  English  merchants  to  trade  at  Narva,  which 
were  renewed  in  1569  (iii.  93  •"..  109,  117).  In  1576  it  was  said  that 
'the  traffic  at  that  place  standeth  upon  the  agicfment  and  likin^'  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  with  the  King  of  Sweden  '  liii.  207).  Narva 
was  a  border  town  and  territory,  which  was  constantly  passed  from 
one  hand  to  another.  Apparently,  at  the  time  of  the  Eastland  Com- 
pany's charter,  it  was  umler  Sweden,  though  belonging  in  right  to 
Russia.  Thus  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Trade  and  Navigation  in 
.lune  1656  recommended  that  the  town  and  territories  of  Narva, 
which  were  not  in  the  former  charter  (the  Eastland  charter  of  1579), 
as  then  belonging  to  Russia,  and  thenfore  grante<l  to  the  Muscovy 
Company,  should   be   now  granted  to  the   Eastland   Company,  as 
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in  the  previous  year,  caused  disturbances  and 
spoiled  the  trade.  The  interests  of  the  Merchant 
Adventm-ers  were  safeguarded,  as  has  been  told,' 
by  constituting  all  Denmark,  with  the  exception 
of  Copenhagen  and  Elsinore,  together  with  the 
lands  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  neutral 
ground  open  to  both  companies.  The  Eastlanders 
were  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  Elbe  for  the  transjjort 
of  their  goods,  but  they  were  not  to  break  bulk  or 
conduct  any  sales  along  that  river  or  at  Hamburg. 

The  rules  laid  down  for  membership  are  most 
difficult  to  understand  :  there  are  so  many  qualifica- 
tions and  exceptions.  All  the  members  of  the 
company  were  to  bo  British  subjects  and,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  merchants 
in  the  true  sense,  '  mere  merchants ',  not  retailers 
nor  handicraftsmen.  Apparently  the  original  mem- 
bers were  to  consist  of  such  merchants  as  had 
traded  through  the  Sound  before  the  Ist  of  January 
1668.  As  to  new  membei-s,  the  general  rule  was 
to  be  that  no  merchants  were  to  be  admitted  to  the 
fellowship  who  were  '  free  of  any  other  company  or 
society  trading  merchandise  beyond  the  seas '.  All 
merchants  who  did  not  belong  to  other  companies 
were  to  be  admitted  on  application,  if  they  had 

belonging  to  Sweden  {Cal.  S.  /'.  Po»i.,  ICm  6,  p.  346.  See  below, 
pp.  174-5).  For  the  changes  in  the  Baltic  provinces,  see  Freeman's 
Historical  Geogniphij  of  Europe.  According  to  Freeman's  mapa  Niuvii 
would  seem  to  have  been  in  Ksthland  ;  but,  as  seen  above,  Parkeridncd 
it  in  Leittand  or  Livonia,  and  ao  did  the  letter  fiom  Henry  Lane. 
'  See  above,  p.  118,  and  note. 
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traded  to  the  Eastland  through  the  Sound  in  any 
one  year  since  the  1st  of  January  1568  and  applied 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  on 
payment  of  £6  135.  id.,  otherwise  on  payment  of 
£20 ;  and  in  the  case  of  merchants  resident  in 
Bristol.  Exeter,  Barnstaple,  Lyme,  Dartmouth, 
Plymouth,  Bridgewatcr,  Seaton,  and  Totncs,  these 
provisions  were  to  apply,  whether  they  belonged 
to  another  company  or  not.  Evidently  those  who 
inspired  the  charter  wished  to  conciliate  the  cloth- 
making  interest  of  the  West  Country  and  the 
Western  ports,  at  a  later  date  so  prolific  of  com- 
plaints against  London  and  against  the  Merchant  Sieciai 
Adventurers.      The    Merchant    Adventurers,   and  for 


10V1810II 

for  Mer- 

merchant  traders  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  received '^'('v" 


vtn- 


preferential  treatment — those  at  least  among  them  *"'■^'^• 
who  had  traded  through  the  Sound  since  1568  : 
they  were  to  bo  admitted,  if  they  applied  within 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  on  payment 
of  £10.  These  same  merchants,  if  not  thus  qualified, 
were  to  be  admitted  on  payment  of  40  marks,  a 
larger  sum  than  the  ordinary  foe  for  merchants 
not  being  members  of  any  other  company  trading 
beyor'l  the  sea.  The  general  prohibition  against 
memb~"s  of  other  companies  was  rendered  practi- 
CiiUy  nugatory,  partly  by  the  exceptions  already 
specified,  partly  by  further  provisions  to  the  effect 
that  a  member  of  another  company  trading  to 
foreign  parts  might  become  an  Eastlander,  either 
by   piiying  tu   the   Eastland   fellowship  the   same 
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redemption  or  udmission  fee  as  his  own  company 
exacted  from  new  members,  or  by  giving  up  his 
own  company  in  exchange  for  the  Eastland  fellow- 
ship, or  by  reciprocity  if  ho  procured  free  admission 
of  an  Eastlander  into  his  own  company  as  against 
his  own  admission  into  the  Eastland  Company,  the 
second  and  third  alternatives  being  provisions  for 
admission  without  any  entrance  fee.     It  must  in 
charity  bo  supposed  that  the  original  draft  of  the 
charter   was   not  so  complicated  and  inept  as  its 
final  form  ;   that  it  started  with  a  clear  exclusion 
of  members  of  other  companies,  unless,  perhaps, 
they  were  Merchant  Adventurers ;  that  one  interest 
and   another  procured   exceptions,   and    that    the 
eventual  result  was — perhaps  as  the  best  solution 
under  the  circumstances — hardly  intelligible.' 
Organiza-      The  courts  of  the  company  might  be  held  '  as 
prWifeges  ^ell  witlun  some  convenient  place  within  our  city 
of  the       Qf  London  or  elsewhere  within  our  dominions  as 

company. 

also  within  the  said  realms  and  dominions  of  the 
East  parts  aforesaid',  and  the  government  was 
vested  in  a  governor  and  twenty-four  assistants, 
who  were  empowered  to  make  laws  for  and  levy 
dues  upon,  not  only  members  of  the  fellowship, 
but  also  all  British  subjects  trading  to  the  same 
parts,  provided  that  the  laws  were  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England,  and  did  not  conliict  with 
treaty   rights   and   obligations.      To   the   company 

'  These  inoviKions  will  l.o  found  on  pp.  lit.  9 of  Miss  Sellers's  book, 
iinil  her  comments  on  pp.  xv-xvi  of  the  Pietitce. 
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thus  constituted   and   organized   was  granted   the 
monopoly  of  the  Eastland  trade. 

Cloth,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  wivs  the  main  The  Kast- 
English  export  to  the  Baltic,  though  skins  and  t^o. 
other  articles  were  exported  too.  '  Neither  is  hero 
to  bo  omitted  that  company,  which  is  called  the 
Eastland  Company,  whoso  principal  trading  also 
consists  in  the  same  commodity  of  woollen  cloths, 
by  which  they  do  furnish  all  those  Eastern  coun- 
tries about  the  Baltic  Sea.'  This  was  written  as 
late  as  1676,  and  the  writer  breaks  into  doggerel : 

'  And  all  the  Eastlands  o'er  such  is  the  trade 
For    Woollen    clothes,    in    England    which    are 
made.' ' 

Imports  play  a  more  prominent  part  in  the  records 
of  the  Eastland  Company  than  in  those  of  the  Mei- 
chant  Adventurers.  Everything  that  is  told  of 
the  Adventurers'  trade  is  concerned  with  the  export 
of  cloth :  all  the  complaints  brought  against  them 
deal  with  the  export  traffic  only.  But  in  the  Baltic 
the  Eastlanders  were  trading  with  lands  of  raw 
products  rather  than  with  manufacturing  centres, 
and  what  they  brought  into  England  was  at  least 
as  important  as  what  they  took  out.  William 
Cholmeley,  in  his  pamphlet  of  1563,-  writes  of 
'  masts,  waynescotb.  hemp,  pitch,  tar,  ashes,  wax, 

'  An  Essnif  to  the  lestoriny  of  our  Dec<ij/ed  Tmde,  \(-.,  by  Joseph 
Trevere,  1675,  pp.  9,  58. 

'  The  RequeM  and  Suite  of  a  Tnieheaiitd  Emjlinhman,  p.  10.  See 
above,  pp.  96-  7. 
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flax,  copper,  iron,  and  corn  which  coineth  mo 
plenteously  out  of  Poland',  '^imber,  tallow,  and 
cordage  were  brought  back  in  the  English  ships, 
and  Eastland  corn  fed  the  markets  both  of  England 
and  of  the  Low  Countries.' 
The  mart  The  company  prospered  for  a  while,  but  only  for 
a  short  while.  Wo  are  told  that  in  the  reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  James  I,  and  Charles  I  it  was 
known  as  the  Royal  Company.^  Elbing,  on  a 
small  river  running  into  the  gulf  of  Dantzic,  oast 
of  the  delta  of  the  Vistula,  was  chosen  to  be  the 
head-quarters  and  distributing  centre  in  the  Baltic, 
and  the  Eastianders  were  known  as  the  merchants 
of  Elbing.'  As  Stado  gained  an  abnormal  and 
transitory  prosperity  by  becoming  for  a  few  years 
the  home  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  so,  in 
Camden's  words,  Elbing  owed  'a  great  part  of  its 
beauty  and  splendour,  and  the  vast  confluence  of 
people  thither,  purely  to  the  trade  and  intercourse 
of  the  English'.*     Apparently  it  was  intended  to 

'  See,  e.g.,  for  the  importance  of  the  Kostliind  corn  trade  in 
Henry  VIll's  reign,  Slate  Bapem  Kiiuj  Ihitnj  VIII,  vol.  xi,  1852, 
l>p.  75,  80,  92.    Seo  above,  p.  83. 

•  '  Heretofore  thf  East  Country  company,  above  all  other-.  wa«  the 
most  flourishing;  and  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  Jume«,  and  King 
Charles  I,  termed  the  Royal  Company,  for  it  .supplied  Muscovy, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Poland,  and  Lifeland  with  our  woollen  manu- 
faetures,"  &c.  Eiujlaitds  ///i/)»vtywifn/«,  Tuatiae  111,  by  Koger  Coke, 
1675,  pp.  32-3. 

'  'The  company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East  country,  cullel 
commonly  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  the  merchants  of  Elbing, 
because  there  they  first  seated  themselves.'  Strype,  ut  sup.,  vol  ii, 
Bk.  y,  p.  262. 

*  Camden's  llistoiij  of  Qiiten    h'lUfibeth  in  A    Complete  History  of 
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be  the  sole  tnart  in  the  Eastlands  for  the  imj>or- 
tation  of  English  wares;  but  tlie  river  was  small, 
a  more  commodious  centre  was  desired,  and  in 
1622  an  Order  in  Council  was  passed  authorizing 
the  removal  from  Elbing  to  Dantzic  or  elsewhere 
in  the  Baltic.  From  this  dat<'  onward  there  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  any  one  centre  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  others.  Though  Dantzic  was  probably 
the  most  important  mart,  Konigsberg,  Kiga,  Kevel, 
and  other  places  wero  important  too. 

But  already,  in  King  James  I's  reign,  the  East- 
landers  showed  signs  of  distrtbs.  On  the  2t>th  of 
June  1620  they  {>etitioned  the  king  that  the 
importation  into  I'ngland  of  the  goods  in  which 
they  dealt  might  bo  prohibited  in  any  but  English 
ships,  which  meant  excludiig  all  ships  but  their 
own.  They  averred  that  tlie  Hollanders  had  en- 
grossed the  trade  by  the  cheapness  of  their  freights, 
and  that  the  sale  of  English  cloth  in  the  Eastland 
had  fallen  in  value  from  £200,000  to  £70,000  or 
£80,000  jier  annum.'  Their  representations  carried  Th.'  Pro 
weight,  and  on  the  21st  of  July  1622  the  kingI,f'2'iVuiy 
issued  a  Proclamation  prohibiting  *  the  bringing  in  '''■^' 
of  any  commodities  traded  by  the  Eastland  mer- 
chants into  this  kingdom,  as  well  by  subjects  as 
strangers,  not  iree  of  that  company ',  and  enforcing 

Fiiglaiid,  1706  ed.,  vol.  ii.  \\  GOl.        i  this  passugo  Ciimdoii  tells  iis 
tliiit  Geur^ji'  Ciirew,  on  a  puiitical  i:  isainri  to  the  Baltic,  visitpil  Klbin^ 
111  1598.       Hi-re  he  had  the  ^'o    !  lui  k  to  coinprnmiau  matters  in  some 
iia'asuro  b;'tweiii  the  citizriis  ul  that  place  aii'l  the  Knglisli  Tiictory.' 
'  .See  Cal.  S.  i:  Dom..  1619-23,  i    157.  26  June  11.20. 
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7  March 
1629. 


the  old  Navigation  Acts,  iw  Ix-ing  '  divorH  k(kkI  iintl 
politic  lawH,  made  ngaiiiHt  tliu  shipping  of  iiur- 
chandiHcti  in  strangorH  Ijottonis  '.  One  notable  oxce|> 
tion,  however,  wan  made.  It  was  provided  'that 
the  imiwrtation  of  corn  and  grain  1)0  left  free  and 
without  restraint '.  So  ncosnary  to  England  were 
food  Mupplie.s  from  overeeas,  even  in  the  early  years 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  so  important  was 
the  corn  trade  of  the  Baltic'  This  Proclamation 
dealt  with  imports  only.  In  the  following  reign, 
however,  on  the  7th  of  March  1029,  it  was  renewed 
and  enlarged  so  as  to  include  exports  also.'  Again 
the  Navigation  Acts  were  enforced,  and  again  the 
free  imj)ort  of  corn  wjis  safeguarded. 

King  James,  who  came  to  the  company's  aid  with 
his  Proclamation  of  1022,  had  been  indirectly  in 
great   measure   the   cause   of  its  dilKculties.     The 
Eastlanders   traded    farther  afield   than   the   Mer- 
chant Adventurei"s,  and  ran  correspondingly  greater 
risks.     Four  months  wtis  given  as  the  average  time 
for  a  trading  voyage  to  the  Baltic.^     They  trailed 
through  the  Sound,  and  for  the  security  of  their 
vessels    and   cargoes  they  depended  largely  upon 
The  dyt'.i  the  goodwill  of  Denmark.     But  what  troubled  them 
troverly    most  Was  Dutch  competition.     This  had  either  been 
compete'*  called  into  being,  or  at  any  rate  greatly  stimulated, 


tion. 


'  These  Proc'iatnationiiare  printed  in  the  .^pjiendices  to  Mi«i  SollersV 
hook,  i>p.  161-3,  and  l.'>8-5. 

'  Si'e  Enijhinil'g  liiijinnrmint"  ml  ^h;). i,  Trcitiso  IV,  "How  tlie 
Nuvigutiun  oi  Ku(;iaiid  uiuy  bu  increased,'  &c.,  p.  9b. 
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by  the  kiijgM  ill-adviHtd  and  ill-i'ated  attempt, 
already  noticed,'  to  Mubstitute  a  iiev/  company  ff>r 
the  Merchant  Adventureiu  In  the  charter  which 
he  gave  to  his  new  comjiany  lie  carefully  .safe- 
guarded the  rights  of  'the  merchants  commcnily 
called  the  merchants  of  E;istland '.  Vet  non* 
Kuffr  i  -nore  firm  the  policy  which  the  charter 
en  .  i\;a  tha'"  ♦hese  selfsame  Eastland  merclirats, 
ji  i  J' otection  are  no  new  terms.  The 
•  1  Free  Tradi-rs  and  Protectionists 
'n ''.I  I  .11  the  centuries  and  all  the 
i  I  !  ,ans  have  taken  one  name  and 
',  .  put  forward  pleas  deduced  from 
•  "..lie  and  place  :vnd  trade.  The 
t  •  j'ace  a  growing  cry  that  English 
c  Lept  in  England,  to  fostnr  English 
instead  of  foreign  manufactures.  Tiie  Merchant 
Adventurers,  in  turn,  had  to  face  a  similar  conten- 
tion that  all  the  processes  connected  with  the  cloth 
trade  should  bo  perfected  in  England,  before  the 
cloth  was  shipped  abroad,  so  as  to  employ  English 
and  not  alien  handicraftsmen.  Both  before  King 
James's  time  and  afterwarils  the  question  as  to 
how  far  the  exjKjrt  of  English  cloth  should  be  con- 
fined to  dyed  and  dressed  cloth  wtis  argued  back 
and  fore  ;  and  the  preference  which  it  was  desired 
to  give  to  dyed  cloth  can  be  traced  in  the  Eiist- 
land  charter,  in  which  no  limit  was  placed  upon 
the  amount   of  coloured    and  dressed  clotli  to  be 

'  .■?fc  above,  ii>.  97-100. 
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exported,  whereas  the  export  of  white  dressert 
cloths  was  limitt.  J  to  200  per  annum.'  There  were 
strenuous  upholders  of  the  policy  of  insisting  upon 
the  export  of  dyed  cloth,  and  they  were  no  lovers 
of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  who  were  in  the 
other  camp.  '  All  the  companies  of  the  land 
transport  cloths  dressed  and  dyed  to  the  good  of 
the  kingdom  (except  the  Merchant  Adventurers), 
whereby  the  Eastorland  and  Turke^  merchants 
with  other  companies  do  increase  customs  by  bring- 
ing in  and  spending  dyeing  stuffs  and  setting  people 
on  work  by  dressing  and  dyeing  afore  they  trans- 
port them.'  ■  This  was  the  view  of  a  pamphleteer 
in  1650.  But,  as  has  been  seen,  King  James's 
attempt  to  prohibit  the  export  of  undyed  and  un- 
dressed cloth  had  only  the  effect  of  bringing  the 
Dutch  into  competition  with  English  cloth  makers 
and  cloth  exporters  ;  and,  even  as  Flemish  immi- 
grants into  England  taught  the  English  the  making 
of  cloths,  so  English  immigrants  into  the  Nether- 
lands, Nonconformist  families  from  East  Anglia, 
men  and  women  such  as  freighted  the  Mayflower 
for  North  America,  taught  the  Dutchmen  in  turn. 

Dutch  competition,  coupled  with  the  Civil  Wai-s 
in  England,  coupled  too  with  the  fact  thj,t  the  East- 
land pecples.  'hemselves,  ISilesians  and  Polar.ders, 

'  Till?  restriction,  juiiginj^  from  the  tennis  of  the  charter,  was  also 
iinposfd  in  the  interestH  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  who  were  not 
so  n'Btrictcd. 

■'  From  A  ilemnnil  eriiltnt  tinij  Jdv  inncliiiig  Ih'  nalioiis  aj'  En;ilii>nl 
iiiiil  Inltind,  1660,  )i.  13. 


I    i 


IV 


THE  EASTLAND  MERCHANTS 


173 


I 


took  to  making  their  own  cloths,  brought  a  speedy 
decHne  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Eastland  Company. 
'  We  send  into  the  East  kingdoms  yearly  but  100 
ships ',  says  the  writer  of  1650  who  has  been  quoted 
above,  '  and  our  trade  chiefly  dependoth  upon  three 
towns,  Elbing,  Kingsborough,  and  Dantzick.  .  . . 
The  Low  Countries  send  into  the  East  kingdoms 
yearly  about  3000  ships,  trading  into  every  city 
and  port  town.' '  A  later  account,  published  in  or 
about  1670,  states  that  the  English  Eastland  .rade 
had  fallen  by  half,  the  Dutch  had  increased  ten- 
fold * ;  and  yet  another  of  five  yeai-s  later  is  to  the 
effect,  '  Whereas  before  the  year  1640  the  Eastland 
Company  vended  yearly  20000  broad  clothes,  they 
now  do  not  4000  ;  of  60000  kerseys,  now  not  6000  ; 
of  40000  Doubles,  now  not  2000.'  '  According  to 
this  last  authority,  Roger  Coke,  Suffolk  and  Essex, 
especially  the  district  round  Ipswich,  to  which  in 
tie  reign  of  King  James  I  the  Eastland  trade 
had    brought   prosperity,   at  the  time    when    he 

'  A  clear  and  evident  irai/,  c\c.  (iif  sup.),  p.  8. 

'  Sir  Josiah  Child's  statement,  which  was  writtiMi,  Imt  not  imblishetl, 
in  1665,  quoted  by  Macpbemon,  ii.  544. 

'  Englatid'n  Inipivremeiits,  Treatise  HI,  by  Roger  Coke  (iit  "np.), 
II.  H3.  See  also  Treatise  II,  Kenmns  of  the  Incivust  of  the  Dutch 
T/a(/(,  by  the  same,  1671,  in  which  he  writes  ij,.  Ill):  The  Dutch, 
finding  theiiiBeives  hereby  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  dyeing  and 
dnsaing  our  white  clothes,  fell  into  the  way  of  making  cloth,  and  set 
up  looms  and  fulling  mills  at  great  charges  ;  and  procured  workmen 
from  England,  Flandi-rs,  and  other  places  ;  whereby  in  a  few  years 
thi'y  BO  improved  these  manufactures  iit  home,  that  they  made  most 
of  the  fine  cloth  used  in  these  parts  of  Europ",  besides  great  f(uanti 
lies  ol  coarse  cbth.  and  innumerable  jjieces  of  stufls  of  all  sorts." 
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wrote,  1675,  participated  in  its  decay.  Seeing 
that  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century 
was  marked  by  three  wars  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Netherlands,  English  vessels  trading 
through  the  Sound  must  have  suffered  much  at  the 
hands  of  De  Ruyter's  countrymen.  Pepys  tells  us 
in  August  1665  of  '  the  good  news  that  all  our 
ships,  which  were  in  such  danger  that  nobody 
would  ensure  upon  them,  from  the  Eastland,  were 
all  safe  arrived',  which  he  considered  a  great 
piece  of  good  luck  in  view  of  the  loss  of  the 
Hamburg  fleet  in  the  previous  May ;  and  in  October 
of  the  same  year  he  writes  that  the  Dutch  fleet 
was  reported  at  the  Texel  *in  expectation  of  our 
Eastland  ships  coming  home  with  masts  and 
hb-ip,  and  our  loadon  Hambrough  ships  going  to 
Hambrough '.' 
The  latter  There  is  little  more  to  be  told.  From  about 
the  com-  1656-60  the  company  was  in  a  state  of  suspended 
pany.  animation.  In  January  1656  we  find  them  petition- 
ing Ci'omwell  for  confirmation  of  their  privileges 
and  for  further  regulation  of  the  Baltic  trade,  in 
order  to  put  an  end  to  '  a  licentious  and  confused 
kind  of  commerce'.-  In  June  of  that  year  the 
Council  of  State  was  favourable  to  renewing  their 
charter,  and  made  the  suggestion  that  the  Protector 
should  use  his  personal  infiuence  to  transfer  Narva 
to  them  from   the   Russia  Company,  as  the   East- 

'   Pepifs's  Ditiiy  {iit  sup.    See  above,  p.  109),  vol.  v  ( 189.")),  i)|).  ,',7,  100. 
'  Vol.  S.  /'.  Di,m..  1055-G,  pp  97  (-oe  above,  p.  1V>)  an<l  346. 
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landers  had  long  traded  to  Narva  by  connivance.' 
In  1661  Charles  11  renewed  the  charter,-  but  not 
the  failmg  fortunes;  and  by  an  Act  passed  inTheAd 
1672  his  parliament  dealt  a  crushing  blow  to  the  ^^  '*'^' 
unfortunate  company.  The  Act  provided  that,  from 
the  1st  of  May  1678,  the  trade  with  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  Norway  should  be  thrown  open  to 
all,  whether  British  subjects  or  aliens,  and  that 
all  British  subjects  should  be  admitted  to  the 
fellowship  of  Merchants  of  Eastland  on  payment 
of  a  sum  of  forty  shillings.-  Thus  Scandinavia  was 
eliminated  altogether  from  the  company's  monopoly, 
and  permission  to  trade  with  the  regions  where 
the  charter  still  held  good  could  bo  obtained  for 
a  nominal  sum.  In  spite  of  this  blow,  however, 
the  company  still  retained  some  life.  The  pam- 
phlets of  1676,  which  have  Ijoen  quoted,  show 
that  if,  according  to  one  account,  it  v  :is  then  in 
a  state  of  decay,  according  to  another  it  still  busily 
supplied  the  Baltic  lands  with  English  cloth.^     Its 

'  See  note  2  on  iirevious  page. 

'  20 February  16(51.  16()1  is  thedate  assigne.l  by  the  Biitiah  Mufeiiiii 
to  the  undated  pamphlet,  Itea.-ons  nf,  red  by  th,-  Merchants  Ailventutrrs 
of  F.iighind  and  h'tistland  Menhuiitu  resiilinij  hI  llidl  for  the  prrsenHilion 
of  their  noci'tie.i  and  nyuliitlons  ax  btiii>i  naaoiiablf  Just  and  neitsmri/ 
to  the  liberal  and  profitable  vent  of  our  natir,  manuficture.i  in  the 
foiviijn  j,a>1s  limit>d  to  thew  by  their  charters  (B.  M.  816  m.  ,\,'„l. 

'  '25  Charles  H,  tap.  7.  sees.  5,  6.  The  Act  ig  entitle.l,  '  An  act  for 
the  incouraKenii'iit  of  the  lireenland  and  EaRtl.nid  Trades, and  for  the 
better  securing  the  Plantation  Trade  '. 

'  (' ,Titra.st  the  ((uotation  given  from  Hoget  Cuke's  England's 
l»tj,rofemenls.  on  p.  ITU,  with  th.it  frMiii  Jo.^^eidi  Trevers^.l/i  Essay  to 
'h-  lit  sturiiiy  of  our  Delayed  Trade,  on  p.  107. 
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charter  is  Hafegiiardod  in  an  Act  of  1688,  the  first 
year  of  William  and  Mary ; '  and  we  have  seen 
that  in  the  following  year,  1689,  its  governor 
powerfully  pleaded  its  cause.-  Strypo  tells  us  that 
the  courts  were  held  at  the  Founders  Hall  in 
Lothbury ;  that  tlio  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  twenty-four  assistants  were  annually  chosen  on 
the  first  Wednesday  after  Michaelmas  Day,  and 
he  enumerates  the  articles  exported  and  im- 
jx)rted,  from  which  it  must  be  inferred  that 
the  membei-s  of  the  fellowship  still  did  some 
business  at  the  time  when  he  published  hia  edi- 
tion of  Stow,  the  year  1720.'  But  in  the  course 
of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Eivstland  Company  be- 
came no  more  than  a  name  :  and  when  Macpherson 
published  his  AntutJs  of  Commerce  in  1805,  he  re- 
corded that  '  they  do  not  now  exist  commercially, 
or  otherwise,  but  in  name  only,  which  it  seems 
they  still  keep  up,  by  continuing  to  elect  their 
annual  officers ;  and  having  (like  the  Merchants 
t>f  the  Staple,  another  company  in  similar  circum- 
stances) a  little  stock  in  oiu-  public  funds,  the 
interest  thereof  defrays  the  expenses  of  their 
annual  meetings  ".♦  Like  the  Staplers,  the  East- 
landers  faded  away,  but  when  their  existence 
finally  came  to  an  end  is  not  known. 

'  1  Will.  .111.1  M.,  cii)).  32,  s.>c,  \;\.  'An  act  for  tlin  better  pre- 
venting thf  exiiortatiou  of  wool  iiiid  enootiraging  tho  woollen 
iiiaiiiifai-tiarH  of  tliia  kingiloin.' 

'   Uriisoii^  h:iinhli/  ujlfreil.  >\i'-  utt  -'i'/j.i,  ji|).  1'">H  i'. 

'   Itk.  V,  p.  262.  *  Vol.  ii.  p.  lti.">. 
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Many   of   the    Ea«tlanders,    probably   the   large 
majority,  were   Merchant  Adventurers  also.     The 
terms   of   the   Eastland    charter    imply   that   this 
was  contemplated  ;  and  we  read  of  joint  meetings 
of  the  memlxji-H  of  the  two  fellowships,  especially 
when  the  local  patriotism  of  a  provincial  city,  in 
which  both  Ejistlandors  and  Merchant  Adventurers 
were    represented,    was    aroused    against    London. 
The    two   companies   too,    though   wholly   distinct 
from  one  another,  had  various  features  in  common  : 
and    no   doubt,    when    the    Eastland   charter    was 
drafted,    those  who   inspired    it    had    in    view  the 
Merchant    Adventurers'    charter    of    1564.      The 
governing    body    in    either    case    consisted    of    a 
governor   and    twenty-four    assistants.      In   cither 
case  the  main  strength  t)f  the  fellowshij)  wjus  in 
London,  and  outside  London  the  membei-s  of  either 
fellowship  were   to   lie   found  in   much  the  same 
cities,  principally  in  the  north  and  east  of  England. 
There  was  the  same  stiuuling  feud  between  the  pro- 
vincial centres  and  London,  and  in  the  year  1616 
the  Eastland  Merchants  of  the  coast  towns,  the '  Cojist- 
nien '  jis  they  were  termed— York,  Ipswich,  Newcastle, 
and  Hull  being  specially  mentioned— procured  an 
important  decision  froiu  tlu;  King's  Council  to  the 
effect  that  by-laws  and  constitutions  for  the  fellow- 
ship were,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  to  !)e  passed 
only  once  a  year  at  a  Court  in  Loudon  at  which  the 
coast  towns  were  to  be  rt-prfsentcd,  though  without 
the  right  of  voting ;  and  the  ordinances  or  by-laws 
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were  to  be  approved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  Treasurer,  and  two  Chief  Justices. 

But,    if    there    were    points    of    similarity   be- 
tween   the    companies,    there    were    also    funda- 
mental  differences.     Whatever    influence   London 
enjoyed    in    the   counsels    of    the    Merchant    Ad- 
venturers— and    its    influence    wjis    ^reat — it    has 
been  seen  that  the  governing  body  was  resident 
The  Bwt-  beyond  the  sea.     The  J^astland  Company,  on  the 
pTnyw^iu  contrary,  was  governed  avowedly  and  exclusively 
from"***  from  London,  with  no  diversities  of  frot'dom,  no 
London,    graded    privileges    among    the    membei-s.      There 
were  local  bodies  of  Kastlnnders,   '  residences '  as 
they  were  termed,  in  other   English   towns,   and 
deputy   governors  wore   api)ointed   to   them ;    but 
the  appointments  were  made  from  London,  though 
local  nominees  wore   in    the   ordinary  coui-se   ap- 
pointed.    The  right  of  having  a  Court  of  Assistants 
was  denied  to  tho  provincial  residences,  the  refusal 
leading  to  a  protracted  controvei-sy  })etween  York 
and  London.     The   deputy  governors  beyond  the 
seas  had  the  right  of  choosing  twelve  assistants, 
Vnit  they  and  their  assistants  were  entirely  under 
London   control.     The   oath   which   the   membei-s 
of  the  fellowshi[)  took  bound  them  to  have  respect 
to   'the   mind  an<l  agreement  of  the  governor,  or 
his  deputy,   and  assistants   resident    in    London'.' 
London  wjus  the  fount  of  all  authority,  the  centre 
of  all  control. 

'  See  Uendy  (ul'iup.),  ii.  Itil. 
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Nor  had  tho  general  Ixxly  of  tho  fellowship,  an<i  the 
inside  London  or  outside,  at  any  rate  in  actual  f*jv'*f 
practice,  the  same  jiower  a.s  was  possessed  by  tlu'  [','^^{,'i'_ 
ffeneral  body  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers.     The  '"»J  "o 

IIOWIT. 

Eaatlandei-s  outside  London  Inul  no  vote  at  the 
general  meetings,  and  the  general  meetings  seem 
to  have  been  com|M)sed  mainly  of  tho  governing 
body.  'The  jxjwer  of  ruling  the  whole  company, 
of  making  by-laws,  and  appointing  officers  is  by 
the  charter  vested  in  the  Court  of  Assistants  only, 
and  if  all  the  generality  of  the  company  were 
pre.sent,  they  could  have  no  voice  in  any  (question.' ' 
This  was  the  pronounceim-nt  of  the  London  auto- 
crats to  the  recalcitrant  men  i>f  York.  They  might 
have  added  that  the  Covut  of  Assistants  in  etfcrt 
elected  themselves,  for  this  seems  to  have  Ixrn 
the  ca.se.  No  such  despotic  regime  existed  among 
the  Merchant  Adventurers,  juid  this  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  head-<iuarters  were  not  in  London. 

The  Kjustlanders  were  Hritish  merchants  and  wne  Th.'  Kaat 
therefore  required  to  be   Hritish  subjects,  but  the  i,'),"''.!'"' 
stringent  conditions  against  marrviiiL'  forei«n  wives  "'^^"'"■'' 

_  _  ./on  (■cinipiiiiy 

and  holding  foreign   property,   l)v  which   tho   Ail- '" ""' 

11  11  •         "fiis''  ot 

venturers  wen'  hound,  s«cm  to  liavi-  been  wanting  tl.e  Met- 
in  the  other  cjise.    Tiic  Kastland  Fellowship,  in  short,  A.iv.'.n- 
ha»l  little  of  th(>  national  character  which  gave  width  '"""• 
and  greatness  to  the  Merchant  Adventunrs  ;  and,  as 
compared  with  the   long  unbroken   history  of  the 

'   l.i'tti'i-  from  I.oiiil'iM  to  ^■|]l■k. '-'O  I'l'iu.uv  ir.'.tl.     Sflli'ig  (k/ ,mi/.,i, 
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AdventurerH,  fow  and  for  tho  most  part  evil  were 
the  days  of  the  Eastlanders'  working  life.  Yet  they 
must  be  given  a  place  in  any  account  of  the  begin- 
nings of  English  enterprise  beyond  the  seas,  seeing 
that  they  or  their  forbears,  in  trading  to  the  Baltic, 
carried  the  wares  and  the  name  of  England  far 
afield,  and  that  the  first  clear  and  definite  mention 
of  a  governor  being  elected  by  English  citizens  in 
foreign  parts,  and  of  his  election  being  confirmed 
by  an  English  king,  was  when  the  Eastlander 
John  Bebys  was  approved  by  Richard  II  as  governor 
of  the  English  merchants  sojourning  in  Pmssia. 
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Such  wcrc  the  boginniuKS  of  English  overseas 
eiiterpriso  ;  and  out  of  it  caino  in  fiiUnt'ss  of  time 
the  Bi'itiHh  Empire.  We  are  toid,  in  our  histories, 
of  the  wars  which  the  EngHsh  waged,  for  a  hundred 
ycai"s  more  or  less,  to  keep  their  holil  on  France. 
Cre^-y,  Poitiers,  Agincourt,  stand  out  in  our  annals 
for  the  fame  which  they  brought  to  the  fighting 
men  of  England.  But  they  were  no  more  thau 
glorious  incidents  in  a  complete  though  most 
salutary  failure,  the  inevitable  failure  of  an  island 
people  to  work  out  a  destiny  on  continental  lines. 
We  are  not  told  how  niennwhile  the  future  of  Great 
Britain  was  beginning  to  Ije  sha|>ed  in  wholly 
different  fashion  ;  how  the  merchants  were  teaching, 
better  than  they  knew,  that  it  was  to  bo  a  future 
of  penetration  by  trade  and  settlement  not  by  con- 
(juest,  that  it  was  to  bo  the  work  of  English  citizens 
not  of  English  kings,  not  the  result  of  definitive 
State  policy,  not  of  strong  action  by  determined 
rulcra  and  resolute  governments,  l>ut  a  slow  process 
of  compromise  between  war  and  pojicc,  between 
private  initiative   and  State  control,   such  a  com- 
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proiniso  jw  c<>mmoiule<l  itsolf  day  by  clay  to  the 
practical  iuwtinctH  of  a  liberty-loving  inland  race. 

Because-  the  EnKli^h  Hvod  on  an  island,  thorefort) 
they  failed  when  they  attempted  jiggrandizoment 
jw   though  they  wore  on  a  continent,  as  though 
the  Straits  of  Dover  had  no  oxistcnce.    But  beciuiBe 
they  lived  on  an  island,  when  they  recognized  that 
they  must   move  forward  in  other  directions  and 
on  other  lines  than  continental  p'oples,  the  island 
home  enabled  them  to  do  so  with  a  security  denied 
to  jdl  the  other  i>eoples  of  tho  world.     Hence  has 
come  the  wonderful  continuity  of  English  history, 
the  evolution,  the  growth,  the  perpetual  widening 
out.     Continuity  of  geography  does  not  necessarily 
make  for  continuity  of  history:    rather  it  makes 
iigainst   it.     The   histories   of  continental   nations 
luive  rart'ly  run  the  course  prescribed  by  nature. 
They  have   been   hurried   or   hindered,   forced   or 
stunted,  turned  out  of  the  straight  road  by  conflict 
with    or    contagion    from    adjacent    rival    peoples. 
Alone    among    the    older    nations   of    the    world, 
England    has  grown   in   unbroken   continuity,   on 
its    own    natural    lines   in    its   own    human   way. 
Alone  in  all  the  centuries  it  has  grown  from  an 
island  into  an  Empire,  even  as  the  acorn  becomes 
the  oak,  and  tliis  island  Empire,  the  only  island 
Empire  that  tho  world  has  so  far  seen,  is  unique  in 
kind,  an  Empire  in  name,  in  fact  a  greater  England. 
This  central   truth   of   continuous  growth   should 
be  the  rock  on  which  our  histories  are  built.     It 
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8houltl  bo  an  llu)  stone  thrown  into  l\w  water, 
tlio  centre  of  ever-widening  civeloH.  The  puHt 
should  bo  wi-itton  and  read  jw  the  prehido  to  the 
Empire,  and  tlio  lirst  pioneers  of  the  Empire  will 
be  found  not  amon^  the  con<iucrinK  kin^x  of  the 
Middle  Agea  but  in  the  Merchant  Advouturors 
of  England. 


^'4.:,^^:  rj     r  ~r\ 


-i  -      ,.. . 


MltROCOPY   RESOIUTION   TEST   CHART 

(ANSI  ond  ISO  TEST  CHART  No   2) 


LilJiS      |Z5 

12.2 


13.6 


b 
u 


1.8 


_J  /APPLIED  ItvVIGE     Inc 

S7-  16^3   tast   Ma.n    Streel 

g"-g  flochestef.    New    York         14609       USA 

■^SZ  (716)    482  -  0300  -  Phone 

^S  (716)    288  -  5989  -  Fa« 


\t^-- 


"if. 

1 

Mr    ' 

■  '   ■ 

B 

'  (■■  ' 

9m' 

i 

« 

H 

ji 

n 

:  1 

[H^ 

?| 

'  1 

J 

APPENDIX 

CHARTER  (;RANTED  HY  llENRV  IV  TO  THE  ENciLlSH 
MERCHANTS  IN  HOLLAND,  ZEELAND,  URAHANT. 
AND  FLANDERS,  FEBRUARY  oru,  1406  7. 

Transli'leil  from  Rymer's  Foe<Ier     viii.  464. 

On  behalf  of  the  mercJianls  of  IMhuuL 

Hexky  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England  and 
France  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whona  these 
present  letters  shall  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that, 

Whereas,  according  as  we  are  informed,  through 
want  of  good  and  discreet  rule  and  government, 
sundry  damages,  strifes,  oppressions  and  wrongs 
oftentimes  heretofore  have  been  moved  and  com- 
mitted among  the  merchants  of  our  kingdom  of 
Ergland,  and  of  other  of  our  dominions,  remain- 
ing and  sojourning  in  the  parts  of  Holland,  Zeland, 
Brabant  and  Flanders,  and  in  whatsoever  other 
parts  beyond  the  seas  being  in  amity  with  us,  and 
greater  hereafter  (which  God  forbid)  are  feared  to 
be  like  to  fall  out,  unless  an.  .speedily  put  to  our 
helping  hands  for  the  procuring  of  better  govern- 
ment to  be  maintained  among  the  said  merchants. 

We, 

Heartily  desiring  to  prevent  the  perils  and  dangei"s 
which  are  like  to  fall  out  in  this  case,  and  that  the 
said  merchants  and  othei-s  which  shall  travel  out  of 
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our  said  realm  and  dominions  into  tho  parts  afore- 
said may  justly  and  faithfully  be  ruled  and  entreated, 

Do  will  and  grant,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents, 
to  the  said  merchants,  that  they  may  freely  and 
lawfiilly  assemble  and  meet  together,  as  often  and 
whensob/er  they  please,  in  some  convenient  and 
iittmg  place,  where  they  shall  think  good,  and  that 
they  may  choose  and  elect  among  themselves  cer- 
tain sufficient  and  fit  persons  for  their  governors  in 
those  parts  at  their  good  liking  ; 

And  furthermore  we  give  and  grant  to  the  said 
Governors  which  are  in  such  sort  to  be  chosen  by  the 
aforesaid  merchants,  as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  special 
power  and  authority  to  rule  and  govern  tdl  and 
smgular  the  merchants  our  subjects  remaining  in 
those  parts  and  which  hereafter  shall  come  and 
repair  to  those  parts,  either  by  themselves  or  by  their 
sufficient  deputies,  and  to  do  unto  them  and  every 
one  of  them  in  their  causes  and  quarrels  whatsoever, 
which  are  sprung  up  or  shall  hereafter  spring  up 
among  them  in  the  parts  aforesaid,  full  and  speedy 
justice. 

And  to  reform,  seek  to  amend,  redress,  appease 
and  pacify  all  manner  of  questions,  contentions, 
discords,  and  debates  moved  or  to  be  moved  between 
the  merchants  our  subjects  and  the  merchants  of  the 
parts  aforesaid, 

An(i  to  redress,  repair,  restoie  and  amend  all 
transgressions,  damages,  misprisions,  outrages,  vio- 
lences and  injuries  done  or  to  be  done  by  the 
aforesaid  merchants  our  subjects  against  the  mer- 
chants of  tho  parts  aforesaid, 

And   to   require,   demand  and  receive   the  like 
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restitutions,  reparations,  restorations  and  amends 
of  the  merchants  of  the  parts  aforesaid  or  of  their 
deputies, 

And,  by  the  common  consent  of  the  aforesaid 
merchants  our  subjects,  to  m..ke  and  estabhsh 
statutes,  ordinances  and  customs  as  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient in  that  behalf  for  the  better  government  of 
the  state  of  the  said  merchants  our  subjects, 

And  to  punish  reasonably  according  to  the  quantity 
of  their  offence  in  that  behalf  all  and  singular  the 
merchants  our  subjects  which  shall  withstand,  resist 
or  disobey  the  aforesaid  governors  so  to  be  chosen, 
or  their  deputies,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  of  the 
aforesaid  statutes,  ordinances  and  customs, 

Moreover  we  do  ratify,  confirm  and  approve,  and 
as  ratified,  confirmed  and  approved  we  command 
firmly  and  inviolably  then  to  be  observed  all  just 
and  reasonable  statutes,  ordinances  and  customs 
which  shall  be  made  and  established  by  the  said 
governors,  so  to  be  chosen,  in  the  form  aforesaid, 

And  also  all  just  and  reasonable  ordinances  made 
and  established  by  the  aforesaid  merchants  our 
subjects,  with  the  common  consent  of  the  said 
merchants  for  this  their  government  iv  the  parts 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  privileges  and  authorities 
granted  unto  them  by  the  Lords  or  Governors  of 
the  parts  aforesaid,  together  or  singly, 

Or  which  shall  be  made  and  established  by  the 
aforesaid  governors,  now,  as  is  moutioned,  to  be 
chosen  according  to  the  aforesaid  privileges  hereto- 
fore granted,  or  other  privileges  hereafter  to  be 
granted,  to  the  said  merchants  our  subjects  by  the 
aforesaid  Lords  or  Governoi-s,  together  or  singly  ; 
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And  furthermore,  by  the  tenor  of  these  pi'esents, 
we  straitly  command  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid 
merchants  our  subjects,  that  they  attend,  advise, 
obey  and  assist,  as  it  becometh  them,  the  said 
governors  so  to  be  chosen,  and  their  deputies,  in  all 
and  singular  the  premisses  and  otlu-r  reasonable 
things,  which  any  way  may  concern  in  this  behalf 
their  rule  and  government. 


Given  in  our  Palace  at  Westminster  under  the 
testimony  of  our  great  Seal,  the  fifth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  of  the  Lord  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  six,  and  in  the  eighth  of  our  reign. 
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Companyj  to  rnrri/  an  Ihr  Tniile 
to.  104  »i. 
Ea»tprlinj{s  (Hansards),  the,  H<>. 
Ftwtland,  69. 
Description  of,  150/1.,  161. 
DyeinR  in,  96.  ' 

Ksthland  (KHthland-Esthonui  , 
lt;i,  164  «. 
Eastland  Company,  see  KiiHtlantI 

Merchants. 
Kastland   Merchant^  the  (Ka«t- 
land    Company),     5.5 «..     >*9, 
91.1.,  9.S.  118,  1.5C.  80. 
Acts  of  1672  and  168H,  17.5  6. 
Charlenland,  Ifit.  168,  168  „. 
Charles  11  and.  17.5. 
Charterof  1391,  158:  of  1404. 
157    1.59:    of  1408,   H'.O ;    of 
1428,  160;  of  1579,   ^l.  ll-', 
llHrt.,15C.160  6;  of  1638. 161: 
of  1656,  174;  of  1661.  17.5. 
Claimed   an  ancient  ancestry 
and  to   have  discovered    tlie 
Baltic  trade,  156. 
Cromwell  and,  156,  174. 
Decline  of  the  company,  172  4. 
Dispute    between     York     and 

London,  178,  179. 
Dyed    cloth    controversy    and 
Dutch  competition,  170-2. 
Early  history,  15  19. 
Eastland    Company     did    not 
come     into    existence     until 
1579,  160. 
Eastland  trade,  167-8. 
Elizabeth  and,  s<r  Elizabeth. 
End    of   their    existence    not 
known,  176. 

CJcneral  body  of  the  fellowship 
had  no  power.  179. 
Governed  from  London,  178. 
Head-quarters  atKlbing,  168-0. 
Henry  IV  and.  157  9. 
Imports  play  a  more  prominent 
^art   in   records   of  Eastland 
Company  than  in  those  of  the 
Merchant  Adventurers,  167. 


Eantland  Merhants  iamtinunh 
.lames  1  and.  168,  lOM  n.,  169. 
Known  as   the    merchants   of 
Elbinn    and    as    the     Royal 
Company,  168,  168 /i. 
Latter  .hiys  of  the   company, 

174- .5. 
London  and,  177-80. 
Merchant     Adventurers     and, 
165-6,167,  177  80. 
Merchants  of  Staple  and.  176. 
Not  a  n.itional  company  in  the 
sense    of  the    Merchant    Ad- 
venturers, 179  80. 
OiKaniiation  and  privileges  of 
the  company,  166  7. 
Petition    to    .lames    !    (1620), 
169. 
Privy  Council  decision  of  1616, 
177  8. 

Proclamation  of  1622,  169  70  ; 
of  1621),  170. 

Quilifications  for  menil«rahip, 
164  6. 
Special  provision  for  Merchant 

Adventurers,  165  6. 
Traded  farther  afield  than  the 
;  Merchant  Adventurers,  170. 

See  oho  Sellers,  M.  ;  Tench,  N. 
Eastland tmde.  the,  167-8. 
Edjrar,  Kinir,  10. 
Eilward  I,  Kinj,'.  -2".,  24  6,  5i, 

57  ». 
Edward  II,  Kinft,  20  »-.,  26  9,  30, 

60  :  «»"«  (ilio  Tout.  Professor. 
Edward  III,  King,  136  »..  157. 
Calais  taken  by,  40. 
Clothmaking  and,  13-15. 
Merchant  Adventurers  and,  59, 
I         61  n.,  62  >,. 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  and, 

22».,23,30,  31,32«.,:^6,36m., 

37. 37  n.,  38,  38  (I.,  43  ii.,  50, 60. 

i       Statute  of  the  Staple.  16  n.,  30. 

I         30».,  31».,  32».,  32  ft-..  44.1., 

St-e  <il-(i  Wright. 
Edward  IV,  King,  the  Hansards, 
!         and    the   Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
89. 

Merchant  .Vdventurcrs  and,  53, 
62,62)1. 
Merchants  of  tlie  Staple  and 
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Edward  IV,  Kinf;  (eonlinufd) 
23»i.,  36,  89,  39».,  41,  41  n., 
44  ».,  53. 
Ser  al»o  Wright. 
Edward  VI,  Kinjf— 

Hantarda  and,  89,  90,  90  «. 
Merchant  Adve'itureriand,  75. 
Merchant  Adventurer*  of  New- 
iMtleon-Tyne  and,  128. 
Merchant  Venturers  of  Bristol 
and,  125. 
Staplers'  petition  to,  44  «.,  47. 
Ehrenburg,  87  n. 
Elbe.  riTer,  81,  87,  88,  115,  117, 

118,  164. 
ElbinR(Elbur(f),89, 157, 168-9,173. 
Elburjf,  .'ee  Elbinj?,  157. 
Elizabeth,  Queen — 
EaHtland  Merchants  and,  156, 
160,  168,  168  «. 
HanKards  and,  91. 
Merchant  Adventurers  and,  53, 

73,  75,  77-83,  107,  135,  136. 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  Exe- 
ter and,  126. 

Merchant  Adventurers  of  New- 
castle and,  129. 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  and, 
20,  39  n.,  47-8,  51,  53.  136. 
Russia  Company  and,  161. 
See  also  Camden. 
Ellis     and     Speddin;;,    Bacon's 
History  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  VII,  67,  67  n.,  68,  68  n. ; 
see  also  Spedding. 
EUinore,  118n.,  163,  164. 
Emden,    Merchant    Adventurers 
at,  85,  85  n.,  86,    88,    88  n., 
91  n.,  92,  9'<J  «.,  153. 
England,  staple  towns  in,  29, 33. 

Commercial  Policy  of,  95  n. 
English  bottoms,  an  Act  for  the 

shipping  in,  1558-9,  77. 
English  Economic  History,  Select 

Documents,  see  Bland. 
English  Historical  Review,  29  n. 
English  Mercantile  Associations, 

13. 
Essex,  50  n.,  173. 
Eathland,  see  Eastland. 
Europe,  Northern,  42. 

Western,  10. 
Exeter,  30  n.,  33,    38,    50,    105, 


Exeter  (coHtinued) 

108  n.,    119,    124,    125,    126. 
182. 
Eastlanders  and,  165. 
Merchant  Adventurers  of,  126- 
8.  1-29. 
See  also  Cotton,  William. 
Exports  and   Imports,  167,   170  ; 

see  also  Wool. 
Extru-territorial  rights,  151-3. 

Fees,  112  14,  165. 
Pels,  see  Woolfels. 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  74. 
Fines,  69,  69  ».,  112. 
Finland,  163. 
Fish,  83. 
Flanders   - 
Calais  the  staple  for,  40-1. 
Dyeing  in,  96. 

English    anil   Protestant   mer- 
chants in,  84. 
First    staple    market    perhaps 
held  in,24,  24>i.,  25w. 
Merchant  Adventurers  in,  59  n., 
61  n.,  62  «.,  63,  66,  69,  72,  73. 
77,78,  118,  121,  123,  125. 
Merchant      Adventurers      ex- 
cluded from,  88. 
Merchant     Adventurers,     pro- 
posals for  return  to,  109-10. 
Promiscuous    sale    of   English 
wool  in,  26. 
Prospective  marts  in,  48. 
Stoplemart  in(1561),  49. 
Staple  moved  from  (1337),  31  n. 
Suggested     establishment     ot 
wool  staple  in,  28. 
Wool  traide  with    and    cloth- 
working  in.  11. 
Flanders,  Louis  Earl  of,  59. 
Flanders,  Matilda  of,  14. 
Flax,  168. 

Flemings,  the,  13-15,  67,  68,  70. 
Flesh,  83. 
Foreign   Jurisdiction    Act,    152, 

153  n. 
France.  9,  11,  118,  126-7. 
Frankfort,  116. 

Free  trade,  69,  73,  85  «.,  171 ;  tee 
also  Interlopers ;  Malynes, 
Gerard  ;  Misselden,  Edward  ; 
Parker,  Henry. 
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Fri<«man,  Hittorieal  Ofograpttjf  of 

Kurop*,  164  t. 
Frie»land,  81  ;  ««<•  aUo  Kut  and 

Wdit  Frieiland. 
Frouiit',  HUlory  of  England,  60  n., 

"(> «.,  95  n. 
Fuller'*  WoHhien,  86. 

Gairdner,     .Tame*,     Tht     I'aiton 

Lttt^rB,  40  /I. 
Gardiner,    Ili»'->r^    o)    England, 

100  n. 
Gaul,  9. 
Genoa,  42. 
German  competition  and  German 

merchanti  in  Iiondon,  145-6. 
German  Han*e  mercbanta,  25  n. ; 

;«  also  Hpnuardi. 
Geimun  Sea,    18. 
Germana,  aa  arbitrator*  of  the 

ataple,  34. 
Germany — 
Certainty  of  peace  with,  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  114. 
Merchant     Adventurera     and, 
102,  105,  108,  108  «.,  no,  111, 
114-15. 
Merchant  Adventurers   driven 
from,  91. 
Merchant  Adventurera'  trading 

righta  in,  81. 
Newcaatle    Adventurers    and, 

129. 
Reasongfor  Supporting  tht  Com- 
panu  of  Merchant  Adventurers 
of  England  in  their  Trade  to 
Germany,  108  n. 
Gild  Merchant,  The,  see  Gross. 
Glouceatershire,  50,  99. 
Gray,  Albert,  Karig  Voyages  and 
Travels  in  the  Levant  (Hakluyt 
Society  Series,  1893),  153  n. 
Great  Yarmouth,  33. 
Green,  Mrs.  J.  R.,  Tou-n  Life  in 

the  Fifteenth  Century,  24  «. 
Gresham,     Sir     Thomas,    royal 
agent     at     Antwerp,    74-6, 
76  n.,   78,    80,    86,    98,    140, 
141. 
Life  and  Times  of,  see  Burgon. 
Gresham,  William,  governor  at 

Antwerp,  74. 
Groningen,  92. 


Groas,  TV  Oild  Merehanl,  '. 

25  n.,  35  n. 
Guild,  the,  expansion  of,  10. 
Guildhalla  Teutonicorum,  89. 


!2fi., 


Ilainault,  63. 

Hakluyt,  10  n.,23  n..  27,  27  n.,  62. 
62)».,63»i.,  157,  1.^7  «.,  159  «., 
160  n.,  162  n.,  163  N. 
See  also  Carolua  Magnus. 
Hakluyt  Society,  153  n. 
Ha'ifai,  50  n. 
Hamburg,  154,  154  m. 
Agreement  of  1611.  76,  92  3 ; 
of  1618,76.92-3,102.  115-17; 
of  1688,  107  n.:  of  1808, 117. 
Company,  the,  114-16. 
Eaitlanunra  pnd,  164. 
English  houae  in,  83,  87,  88  n., 

115. 
Freedom  of  religious  worahip 
in,  93. 

Merchant  Adventurera  and,  79, 
81, 86, 86 n..  87, 88,88 «.,  92, 93, 
94,  94  n.,  108,  111,  112,  115. 
115n.,    116,    117,    118,    123, 
137. 
Senate,  76,  87«.,  88».,  92-3. 
See  also  Lingelbach,  Dr. 
Hamburgh  Complaints,  87  n.,  92  w., 

113».,  117,  117n. 
Hampton,  see  Southampton. 
Hansards,  the,  25  n. 
in  London,  27  n..  87  n.,  89-91, 
93. 

Merchant     Adventuicrs     and, 
65  n.,  89,  103.  145-6. 
Special    privileges    cancelled, 
162. 
Hanae,  or  fee,  19. 
Dominions  of,  158. 
English,  116. 
Merchants,  see  Hansards. 
New,  76,  98. 
Old  and  new,  120. 
Hanseatic  L,eague,  158. 
Harness,  83. 
Haverfield,  TTie  Romanization  of 

Roman  Britain,  9  n. 
Hemp,  167.  174. 
Henry  I,  King,  14. 
Henry  II,  King,  14,  24. 
Henry  III.  King,  23-5,  25  n. 
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Henry  IV,  King,  39. 

KaHtlan(l(>ri  and,  157-0. 

Merchant  Adrpntutprx  and,  45, 
60,61  n,  62,  71,  123. 
Henry  V,  King.  39.  42h.,  62»i. 
Henrv  VI,  King 

Calais  itaple  and,  37h.,  39, 
39  n,  41,  41m..  42... 

Merohunt  Adventurers  and.  .'i3. 
62«.,63. 

Herchanta  of  the  Staple  and. 
45.  53. 

WoolhounpRat  Wetitmin»tor,  45. 
Henry  VII,  King 

Haniardi  and,  H9. 

Merchant  AdventurerR  and,  45, 
53.6.5.  66,  6M,i.,  70  8,  77,  7S. 
107,  121,  13.5. 

MerchanU  of  the  Staple  and, 
45,  53. 

Sff  also  Hacon,  Campbell,  and 
Pollard. 
Henry  VIII,  King,  63,  74,  00. 
Hides,  29. 

Holinshed,  Chroniclrs,  90  «. 
Holland - 

Act  of  1558-9,  77. 

Dyeing  in,  96. 

Merchant     Adventurers     and, 

61n.,  63,  66,  69,  73,  78,  118, 
121,  125. 

Sef  aho  Netherlands. 
Hongkong,  139,  139  n. 
Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking 

Corporation,  139. 
Honey,  64  n. 
Horteg,  83. 
Howard,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Suffolk, 

100. 
Hudson  Bay  Company,  147. 
Hull- 
Baltic  trade  and,  156. 

Eastlanders  and,  17V. 

Merchant     Adventuicrs     and, 

119,  122, 124,  130,  132,  138. 

Russia  Company  and.  157  n. 

Staple  town,  13  «.,  33,  38,  43. 

Imports  and  Exports,  167,  170. 

India,  78,  154. 

Intercursua  Magnus,  63,  68,  68..., 

70, 
Int'rcursus  Malus,  73. 


'Interlopers',    tlio,    104  7.    HI 

12K,  163. 
Ipswich,  lilt,  17.3,  177. 
Ireland,  11,  29.  33,  3H,  .54  «.,  12«'. 
Iron,  9,  168. 

Jam«H  I,  King 

Kastlandcis    and,    168,    ICH  n., 

169. 
Exports  in  time  of,  11. 
Mircliant      Advciiturem     aiul, 
94  «.,  97  10:«,  Km, 
Mcichantu  of  the  Staple  and, 
20,  49  51,  .55. 
Jemi.  117. 

Jenkinson,  Anthony,  163  w. 
.loanna  of  Castile,  ^3. 
.John    II,    Duke   of  Brabant,  an 
Brabant,  John,  Duke  of. 
I   Johnson,  Kev.  A   H.,  /lintoiyo/lh' 
Worxhipful    Compaiiij    of   O.r 
i  lira/iei-a  of  Lomltin,  Mi  n. 

I  Joint-utock  companies,  19,  19  «.. 

Journals  oflhf  House  of  Comnioits, 
104 «.,  105,  105.1.,  lOtWj., 
113n.,  141  n. 

'  Justicers ',  63. 

Justices  o"  the  Staple,  35  ii. 

Jutland,  118/1. 

Keane,  »te  Cawston. 

Kendal,  50. 

Kerseys.  86  «.,  105  m.,  119. 

Kingsborough,  173. 

Kingsford,  C.  L.,  Stow's  Survey  of 
London,  22,  22  «.,  23,  23  «.,  24, 
24  «.,  37,  ,37  «..  38,  38 /..,40m., 
44  «.,  54 ».,  56  M. ;  see  also 
Strype. 

Kin^ton-upon-HuU,  38. 

KOnigsberg,  169. 

Lancashire,  50 ;». 
Landskrone,  KiO  m. 
Lane,  M.  Henri.  163 h. 
Lappenburg.   England  undir  thf 

Anglo-Saxon       Kings       (trs. 

Thorpe).  10  m..  15  «. 
Latimer.  John.  The  History  of  the 

Merchant  Ventunis  of  tin  City 

of  Bristol,  126/1. 
Laud,  Archbishop,  94. 
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Law  merchant,  29,  3S. 

Lead,    9,    12,   23,  33,  33  n.,  54, 

54  n. 
Leadenhall,  see  London. 
Leather,  12,  26,  33,  37«.,  41  n., 

54,  54  n. 
Leeds,  124. 
Leiffland,    Livland,    or    Livonia. 

159  »..  161,  162,  163  «. 
Leipsic,  116. 
Lescone,  158,  160  «. 
Letto,  162. 
Levant      Company,      19  n.,     80, 

153. 
LiM  of  English  Policy,  the,  40«., 

63-4. 
Lier,  Court  of,  84  n. 
Lincoln.  30  ».,  33,  38,  43,  r,0. 
Linffelbach,  Dr.- - 

Th''   Internal    Organi:atioh       f 
Ihf    Merchant    Adventurers   (if 
Eufilanil,    in    Transactions    of 
the   Royal    Historical  Society, 
107 «.,     113  n..     119.     119  «., 
121  «.,  122  «.,  138/1. 
The   Merchant  Adrpnture>s     it 
Ifaiiihiirg,    in    American    His- 
tnrical     fierieir.     88  (i.,     89«., 
94«..  IVin..  116  «. 
Lithuania.  159  «.,  161. 
Littleton,  see  Coke. 
Livland,  see  Leiffland. 
Livonia,  see  Leiffland. 
L&iabards  as  arbitrators,  34. 
London — 
Anfjlo-Saxon,  10. 
Dowgate  Ward,  89. 
Kastlanders  and,  177-80. 
Fire  of,  58,  58  «. 
Freeman  of,  107. 
Hamburg-London  agreement  of 
1688,]07».;  .■ice a/,to Hamburg. 
Hansards  in,  27  m.,87  <».,  89-91, 

93. 
Hart  Street,  40  n. 
Holborn  Hars,  44  n. 
Inn  of  Chancery  (Staple  Inn), 
44  Ji. 
King's  Merchants  Adventurers 
of  the  New  Trade  of  London, 
the,  49,  9S-100  :  .see  also  Mer- 
chnnt  Adventurers. 
Leadenhall,  40,  44  n.,  50. 


London  (continued) 

Lothbury,  176. 

Mark  Lane,  40. 

Merceis'  Hall,  58  ». 

Merchant  Adventurers  and,  66, 
68,69,77,  119,  122,  124. 

'  Merchant  Adventurers  of  Lon- 
don '  and  their  dispute  with 
the  Adventurer*  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  94  n.,  130-3,  137, 
138. 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  and, 

48,  49,  51. 

Port  of,  27,  30  n.,  33,  38,  43, 
44».,  67. 

Position  of  London  in  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Merchant  Ad- 
venturers of  England,  134- 
40. 

Riot  of  1493.  90. 

Roman  London,  9. 

St.  Olave's  church,  40  n. 

St.  Olave's  parish,  40. 

Southwark,  96. 

Staple  town,  13  n.,  30  n.,  50. 

Volume  of  trade  into  and  out 
of  the  Port  of  London  at  be- 
ginning of  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, 1.36.  136  «.. 

Weavers  one  of  the  oldest  of 
London  guilds,  14. 

Fre  also  Kingsford,  Maitland, 
Merchant  Adventure rs,Strype, 
Westminster. 
Louis,  Karl  of  Flanders,  59. 
Low  Countries — 

Kastlanders  and,  173. 

English  and  Protestant  mer- 
chants in,  84. 

Merchant  Adventurers  and,  45, 
46,  59,  62,  63.  67,  69,  70,  73. 
74,  74  «.,  77,  78,78 n.,  88, 102. 
109. 

Merchant  Adventurers  of  New- 
castle and,  129. 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  and, 

49,  50,  51. 
Lubeck,  79,  118,  118  n. 
Lyme,  165. 

Macpherson,  Annals  of  Commerce, 
15n.,  27n.,  35  n.,  42  n.,  55  n., 
61)1.,    87  n.,     105  n.,     106  n.. 
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Macpherson,  &c.  {continufd) 
112n.,   115n.,   127 «.,   138n., 
176. 
Ma^na  Cbarta,  14.  14  n.,  16  n. 
Maitland,    History    of    London, 

22n.,  44«.,57»». 
Maiden,  H.  E.,  TTie  Cehj  Papers ; 

see  under  Cely  Papers. 
Malmesbury,  see  William  of  Mal- 

mesbury. 
Malynes.Gerard,  52-3, 55, 61  h.,  94. 
Center  0/ the  Circle  of  Commerce, 
13«.,  46,  45  n.,  46,46  n.,  49/1., 
53  n. 
Maintenance  of  Free  Trade,  the, 
13  M.,  103,  103  «. 
Margaret,  Lady,  Dowager  Duchess 

of  Burgundy,  67. 
Marseille:),  9. 

Mary,  Queen,  40,  90,  91,  108  «., 
129 ;      see    also    Philip    and 
Mary. 
Masts,  167,  174. 
Matilda  of  Flanders,  14. 
Mayfiotcer,  the,  172. 
Mayor  of  the  staple,  30,  34,  35, 

36  n.,  37. 
Mayor  of  staple  town,  35. 
Mayor  of  the  town  of  Calais,  37. 
Mecklenburg,  118  ». 
Mediterranean,  42. 
Melcombe,  Dorset,  42  n. 
Mercers'  Company,   57,  58,   65, 
68-9,  74,  136. 
Hall,  58  n. 
Records,  58  n. 
Merchant  Adventurers  — 
Antiquity  and  origin  of,  22  «., 
23,  57,  60. 
Antwerp. and,  see  Antwerp. 
Brabant  and,  see  Brabant. 
Bruges  and,  see  Bruges. 
Calais  and,  see  Calais. 
Caxton  a  governor,  65-6  ;  see 
also  Caxton. 
Charles  I  and,  105,  106,  113. 
Charles  II  and,  62n.,  63n.,107, 

108,  113. 
Charters,  Proclamations,  Licen- 
ces, &c.,  granted  to  or  refer- 
ring to  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers (1248).  59,  62  n.  ; 
(1296),    22«.,     57;      (1358), 


Merchant  Adventurers(ouH/inM«(/) 
69;  (1359),  32  n.,  69  «.,  61  «., 
62  n.;  (1405,  the  'first  char- 
ter'),  61  H.,  02,  62».,  71,  102, 
141,  149-51,  translation, 
184-7;  (1413),  62  n.;  (1420j, 
62  n.;  (1428),  62  h.;  (1446l, 
69,  63,  74;  (1462),  23  «.,  62, 
02».,  63,  65  ;  (1486),  66-7; 
(1496),  68,  58  «.,  63,68-9.  71, 
75;  112,120,136, 140;  (1505), 
45-7,  54  «.,  70  2,  73,  80,  121 ; 
(1506),72,  73,  135;(1507),73; 
(1620),  74,  74«. ;  (155§),  77; 
(1563-74),  86  n.,  86  H.;  (1564), 
73.78-81,  87,  113,  118,  120, 
135,  140,  151,  162,  177  ; 
(1579,  Eastland  charter),  81, 
118,  166-6  ;  (1582),  91  n.\ 
(1686),  78,  81-3;  (1687),  89  m., 
91 ;  (1696),  89  n.  ■  (15!t7),  91  ; 
(1598),  91;  (16041,94;  (1614J, 
97;  (1617).  99;  (1618),49-5u, 
76,  100-3,  115;  (1624),  104  »/., 
105  «.;  (1634),  106,  113; 
(1643),  106,  106  M.;  (1652J, 
110,  111)1.,  112  n.;  (1656), 
107,  112;  (1661,  the  'last 
charter"),  62  «.,  107;  (1662), 
107-8;  (1663),  108,113. 

Cloth  trade  and,  1^,  13,  78  n.. 
94,103,116. 

Cokayne's  rival  company,  98- 
100. 

Complaints,  111,  161. 

Cromwell  and,  see  Cromwell. 

Decline,  107,  108,  116-17. 

Dispute  about  dyed  and  dressed 
goods,  97-8. 

Dortand,93,108,lll,ll'2,112»,. 

Driven  from  Germany  to  the 
United  Netherlands,  91-2. 

Early  history,  15-19 ;  32  n.  (in 
1369). 

Eastlanders  and,   165-6,    ld7, 
177-80. 

Edward  III  and   IV  and,   set 
Edward  III  and  IV. 

Edward  VI  and,  75. 

Elizabeth  and,  see  Elizabeth. 

Emden  and,  see  under  Emden. 

End  of  the  company,  117. 

English  homes,  124-6. 
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Merchant  Adventurerg  (continued) 

Englishmen,  Adventurerg  rig- 
idly and  exclusively,  120. 

Extra-territorial  privileges,  be- 
l^inning  of,  151-3. 

Flanders  and,  .see  Flanders. 

Flemings  and,  67-8,  70. 

Foreign  cities  and,  153-4. 

Foreign  sphere  of,  118. 

Germany  and,  gee  Germany. 

Governing  body  of,  and  its 
head-quarters,  121-4. 

Gresham'a  plans,  76 ;  see  also 
under  Gresham,  Sir  Thomas. 

Hamburg  and,  see  Hamburg. 

Hansards  and,  see  under 
Hansards. 

Head-quarters,  64-5,  67,  111, 
121-4;  see  also  undernames  of 
towns  (Antwerp,  Calais,  &c.). 

Henry  IV,  VI,  and  VII  and,  see 
Henry  IV,  VI,  and  VII. 

Holland  and,  see  Holland. 

Home  sphere,  118-19. 

Hull  and,  see  Hull. 

James  1  and,  see  under  James  I. 

London  and,  see  under  London, 
and  see  also  helow. 

Longevity,  141-3. 

Low  Countiies  and,  see  under 
Low  Countries. 

Made  to  finance  the  Crown,  75. 

Marts  of  the  company,  111-12. 

Membership  fee,  71,  75-6,  98, 
108,  112-14. 

Membership  and  internal  or- 
ganization, 119-21;  see  also 
Lingelbach,  Dr. 

Membership,  oath  of,121,121n. 

Merchant  Adventurers  not 
necessarily  members  of  the 
fellowship  of  Merchant  Ad- 
venturers of  England,  124-5. 

Merchant  Adventurers :  term 
comes  into  official  use,  66,71. 

Merchant  Adventurers  of  Eng- 
land ;  title  of,  received  by,  79. 

Merchant  Adventurers  of 
Exeter  and,  127. 

Merchant  Adventurers  of  Lon- 
don, 67,  68,  69,  69  n.,  125. 

Merchc  it  Adventurers  of  New- 
castle and,  126, 130-3,  137-8. 


Merchant  Adventurers  (continued) 

Merchants  of  the  Staple  and, 
45-6,51-6,69,60,70,94,103, 
119,  141. 

Middelburg  and,  tee  Middel- 
burg. 

Monopoly,  12-13,  94,  103-4, 
108,  108  n. 

National  company,  a,  144-5. 

Netherlands  and,  see  Nether- 
lands. 

Newcastle  and,  gee  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Numbers,  103, 103  n. 

One  company  in  principle, 
133-4. 

Opponents  and  rivals,  45-6, 
61-6,  68,  70,  89.  94,  98-100, 
104-5,  105  n.,  107, 108»».,  126, 
127,  130-3, 1.37,  i:W,  139. 

Pioneers  of  English  chartered 
companies,  146-9. 

Place  in  English  history,  141-65. 

Privileges,  99,  112  ». 

Prosperity,  83-4. 

Pntest  against  fellowship  of 
Mercers  and  others,  68-9. 

Question  of  first  grant  some- 
what obscure,  61  n. 

Reasons  humbly  offered,  &c. 
(pamphlet  attacking  the  Ad- 
venturers), 105 «.,  Ill,  illn., 
114  n.,  139  «.,  163  ». 

Reasons  offered  by  the  Merchants 
Adventurers  of  England  and 
Eastland  Merchants  residing 
at  Hull,  &c.,  176  n.,  176,  176  n. 

Retailers  excluded,  76. 

Self-government  beyond  the 
seas,  beginning  of,  149-61. 

Stade  and,  see  under  Stade. 

Treaty  with  the  Dutch  (1653), 
63n.,  91  n.,  92  n. 

Was  it  a  unitarycompany  ?  124. 

Wheeler's  account  of,  59-60 ; 
see  also  under  Wheeler. 

William  and  Mary  and,  109. 
Merchant  Adventurers  of  Bristol, 
Exeter,  and  Newcasile-on- 
Tyne,  see  Bristol,  Exeter, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Merchants  of  the  Staple,  see 
Staple. 
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Merchants  of  the  Steelyard,  see 

Steelyard. 
Merchants  of  the  West,  42. 
Middelburg        (Middleborouch), 

24  n.,  39,  39  n.,  49. 
Merchant  Adventurers  and,  59, 

64,  66,  68  n.,  89  >..,  92,  93,  94, 

94  n.,  123. 
Middleborough,  see  Miildelburg. 
Milton,  John,  and  his  father,  93. 
Misselden,  Edward,   52-3,   61  «., 

93-4. 
Circle   of   Commerce,    the,   93, 

136  n.,  144,  144  n. 
Free   Trade  and  the  Means  to 

make  Trade  flourish,  93. 
Mommsen,  Provinces  of  the  Roman 

Empire,  9  n. 
Moravia,  118  n. 
Mortier,  117. 

Motley,  United  \-.\ertands,  lOOn. 
Muscovy    Company,    see    Russia 

Company. 

Naaman  the  Syrian,  96. 
Napoleon,  117. 
Napoleonic  Wars,  VJ. 
Narre.Narva,  orNarve,163,  163m., 

174. 
Navigation  Acts,  77,  136,  170. 
Navy,  the,  1U6. 
Netherlands — 
Dyeing  and  dressing  in,  95, 
Eaglish  merchants  in,  23,  23  «., 
63  n. 

Looms  set  up  in,  99. 
Merchant    Adventurers     and, 
93, 94, 107, 108, 111,1 12  n.,  123. 
See  also  Holland,  Motley. 
Netherlands  East  India  Company, 

146.  i 
New  English  Dictionary,  20  n. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne — 
Bristol,  Exeter,  and  Newcastle 
Adventurers  contrasted,  129. 
Citizens  exempted  from  rule  as 
to  shipping  staple  goods  to 
Calais,  130. 
Eastlanders  and,  177. 
Merchant    Adventurers    and, 

119,  122,  124,  125. 
Merchant  Adventurers  of,  126, 
128-30,  137,  138. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne  (continued) 

Newcastle    controversy,    94  n., 
130-3,  137,  !38. 

Russia  Company  and,  157  n. 

Staple  town,   13  n.,  30  n.,   33, 
37,  38,  41,  41  n. 

See  also  Dendy. 
Norman  Conquest,  11,  14. 
North  Sea,  the,  10,  118. 
Northallerton       (Northalderton- 

shire),  41  n. 
Northampton,  50  n. 
Northamptonshire,  50  n. 
Northumberland,  41  n. 
Northumberland,  Duke  of,  76, 76  n. 
Norway,  160,  161,  162,  175. 
Norwich,  30  n.,  33,  38,  50,  119. 

Obray,  William,  63  n. 

Oder,  river,  81,  118,  118  n.,  163, 

164. 
Offa,  King  of  Mercia,  see  Carolus 

Magnus. 
Old  noble,  61,  61  n. 
Oswestry,  50  n. 
Over-seas  trade,  9-12,  16. 
Oxfordshire,  50. 

Parker,  Henry,  A  Discourse  con- 
cerning Freedom  ofTrade.81  n., 
88n.,91n.,  103n.,  153n.,  163  n. 

Parma,  Duchess  of,  see  Parma, 
Margaret  of. 

Parma,  Prince  of,  88. 

Parma,  Margaret  of,  84,  85,  86  n. 

Paston,  Sir  John,  40  n. 

Paston  Letters,  40  n. 

Patent  Rolls,  27  n.,  48  n.,  49  n. 

Pepys,  Samuel,  Diaty,  see 
Wheatley. 

Philip,  Archduke,  King  of  Castile, 
73. 

Philip,  King  of  France,  27. 

Philip  II,  84-5  ;  see  also  Philip 
and  Mary. 

Philip  the  Good,  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, 59,  63,  74. 

Philip  and  Mary,  77,  161. 

Pitch,  167. 

Plague,  the,  84,  85,  85  n. 

Plymouth,  85,  165. 

Poland,  161,  162,  168. 

Political  Poems,  &c.,  see  Wright. 
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Pollard,  The  Reign  of  Uenry  VII 
from  Contempomry  Souixes, 
67n.,  68«.,  73n. 

Pomerania  (Pommerland,  Pom- 
mem),  Ifil,  162. 

Portugal,  69,  165  ;  KinR  of,  40  n. 

Po8tlethwayt,r«/rer. ,  D'tionary 
of  Trade  and  Comnn  ve,  116  «., 
154. 

Powder,  83. 

Protection,  171. 

Prussia,  relations  between  Eng- 
land and,  167-8. 

Queenborough  (Quinborough),  38. 

Rapin,  History  of  England,  90  n. 

Ratsdale,  see  Rochdale. 

Reading,  50  n. 

Red  herring,  54  n. 

Regulated  companies,  19,  20, 
143. 

Revel,  169. 

Rhine  country,  9. 

Richard  I,  King,  14. 

Richard    II,  King,  33  n.,  36,  39, 
39n.,  41,  42,42n.,  53,  77,  157. 
Eastlanders  and,  158,  180. 

Richard  III,  King,  ste  Wright. 

Richmond  (Richmondshire),  41  n., 
50  m. 

Riga,  169. 

Rochdale  (Ratsdale),  50  n. 

Roe.SirThomas,  78:  seao/so Rowe. 

Roman  Britain,  see  Haverfield. 

Rostock,  ll>*n. 

Rotterdam,64,93,110,lll,112n., 
137. 

Rowe,  or  Roe,  Thomas,  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  78. 

Royal  -Historical  Society,  21  «. ; 
see  also  Lingelbach,  Dr.  ;  Sel- 
lers, Maud. 

Rudolf,  Emperor,  91,  153. 

Russia,  101. 
Rui-sia      Company      (Muscovy 
Company),  19  m.,    80,    157  n., 
161,  163,  163  m.,  174. 

Rymer,  27  «.,  28  m.,  31  m.,  39  n., 
40  m.,  44«.,  59  n.,  61  n.,  63  m., 
68  n.,  74  n.,  85  m.,  92  m.,  105r,., 
106  m.,  109  m.,  110  m.,  120 »., 
156  m.,  158  m.,  160  m.,  184. 


St  Augustine,  1 1. 

St.  Botolph's,  see  Boston. 

St.     Margaret,    parishioner!    of, 

24  n. 
St.  Omer,  28. 
St.  Thomas  of  Aeon,  or  Acars, 

24  m. 
St. Thomas  Becket,  23, 23  «.,  24  m., 

58,  59,  61  M. 
Salop,  see  Shropshire. 
Salzmann,  English   Industries  of 

the  Middle  Ages,  15  n. 
Sandwich,  33,  38. 
Scandinavia,  10,  126,  175. 
Scania,  see  Skane. 
Scawe,  118. 

Schelde,  river,  86  ».,  96. 
Schonen,  159  m. 
Scone,   Sconeland,   and   Sconia, 

159,  159  m. 
Seaton,  165. 
Seine,  river,  28. 
Selden  Society,  see  Carr,  C.  T. 
Sellers,  Maud,  The  Acts  and  Or- 
dinances of  the  Ecmtland  Com- 

p«My, Royal  Historical  Society, 

160  M.,     166  m.,     170  m.,    179, 

179  ». 
Serges,  112  m. 
Shanghai,  see  Hongkong. 
Sheldon,  John,  governor,  72. 
Sherborne,  50  n. 
Shipping  Act,  see  Navigation. 
Shrewsbui-y,  50  m. 
Shropshire  (Salop),  50  m. 
Silesia,  118  m. 
Skane  (Scania),  159  m. 
Skeat,    Etymological    Dictionary, 

20  n. 
Skins,  50,  167. 
Slave  trade,  10,  11. 
Smith,  Adam,  Wealth  of  Nationt:. 

114,  114  M.,  142  M. 
Somersetshire,  50  n. 
Somme,  river,  118. 
Sound,  the,  158. 
Southampton   (Hampton),   13«., 

33,  38,  42. 
Spain,   64,  65,   69,   83,  88,  109, 

109  M..  126,  127.  166. 
Spanish  Armada,  83. 
(irold  intercepted,  85. 

Netherlands,  109. 
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Spanish  Armada  (continued) 
Subjects  arrested  in  England, 
85. 
Wool,  47. 

Spedding,  Jameii,  L*tlers  and 
Life  of  Francis  Bacon,  98,  98»i., 
99,  99  ».,  100,  100  n. ;  see  also 
Ellis  and  Spedding. 

Spinners,  51. 

Stode,  88n.,  89».,  92,  92  n.,  115, 
153,  168. 

Stamford,  15  n. 

Staple — 
Constant  use  of  the  term  illus- 
trated   in    Libel    of    English 
Policy,  63. 
I.jn  (Inn  of  Chancery),  44  n. 
Markets,  changes  in,  37. 
Meaning  of  the  term,  20,  20  n., 
21,  21  n. 

Merchants  of  the  Staple,  20- 
56  ;  become  home  merchants, 
60 ;  developing  into  a  com- 
pany, 46  ;  did  not  deal  only 
in  wool,  13  ;  Eastlanders  and, 
176;  Edward  III  and  IV  and, 
see  Edward  III  and  IV ;  Ed- 
ward VI  and,  47 ;  early  history, 
15-19  ;  Elizabeth  and,  see 
Elizabeth  ;  end  of  the  Sta- 
plers, 55-6;  Henry  VI  and 
VII  and,  see  Henry  VI  and 
VII ;  James  I  and,  see  James  I ; 
Malynes  as  a  champion  of, 
103  ;  not  a  company  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  20 ;  origin, 
obscurity  of,  22  ;  officers,  29, 
34,  35,  35  ».,  43,  44,44  n.,  48; 
oldest  of  mediaeval  com- 
panies, 22,  22».,  23,  23  n.; 
see  also  Merchant  Adven- 
turers. 
Ordinances,  Statutes,  &c.,  re- 
ferring to  the  Staple  or  the 
Merchants  of  the  Staple 
(1296).  23/j.,  57;  (1320),  27; 
(1326).  29,  30,  151  ;  (1327), 
30;  (1328),  31;  (1337),  31  n.; 
(1338),  31  n.;  (1341),  31  n.  ; 
[1347),  31  n.;  (1353,  the 
Statute  of  the  Staple),  16  n., 
30,  30  n.,  31  n.,  32  n.,  32  ff., 
44  n.,  156;  (1354),43n.,44«. ; 


Staple  (continued) 

(1357),  36.  36  n.;  (1359),32«.. 
59  H.,  61».,  62n. ;  (1360-1), 
36,  36».;  (1362),  35».,  37n.  ; 
(1363),  37,  37».;  (1363-4), 
36,  36«..  37/1.;  (1369),  33»., 
36,  36w.,  37,  37».,  38,  38  ». ; 
(1370),  38,  38».;  (1376).  .39; 
(1378),  nn.,  39,  42;  (1388), 
39;  (1390),  36.  36 »..  39; 
(1397-8),  .39,  .54  n.;  (1414), 
42/).;  (1423),  37/1.. 39n.,  41/.., 
42/..,  54/1.;  (1427),  42 /i. ; 
(1429),41.41/..;  (14.57-8),  45; 
(1463),  36,  36/..,  39/..,  41//., 
44/..;  (1464-5),  39/..,  41  ».  ; 
(150.5),  45-7,  54/..,  70;  (1.558- 
9),  77;  (1561),  39/..,  48-9, 
49/,.;  (1584).  49,  49/..; 
(1615),  49;  (1618),  49-50; 
see  also  Merchant  Adventurem. 
Products,  export  prohibited,  33. 
System,  21,  24-5. 
Town,  40,  43. 

Towns,  30/1.,  33,  38;  see  also 
under  name  of  each  town. 
State  authority  and  private  enter- 
prise, 55. 
State  Papers,  Domestic — 
Charles  II  (1661),  45 »..,  62/.., 
70  /..,  72  /..,  81  /..,  107  /.. 
Edward  VI,  44/1.,  47/.. 
Elizabeth,  47  /.. 
Henry  VIII,  74 n. 
Steelyard.  90,  91. 
Hansards  and,  89,  93. 
Merchants  of,  79  /».,  145-6. 
Stetin,  118 /.. 
Stow,  Annals,  109  n. 
Survey  of  London,  see   Kings- 
ford,  Strype. 
Stralsund,  118 »». 

Strype,  Stow's  Survey  of  London, 

21/..,   22,  22  n.,  44/..,   57/.., 

90/1.,    122/..,    158/1.,    168/.., 

176, 176  /.. ;  see  also  Kingsford. 

Stubbs,  Constitutional  History  of 

England,  20  n.,  25  /.. 
Suffolk,  173. 
Suffolk,  Thomas  Howard  Earl  of, 

100. 
Surtees  Society,  see  Dendy,  Dr. 
Sweden,  159  n.,  160, 161, 162, 175. 
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Is       ; 


Tacitui,  9  ;  Annals,  10  n. 

Tallow,  54  n.,  168. 

Tar,  167. 

Taunton  (Taunton  Dean),  50  n. 

Tawney,  see  Bland. 

Tench,  Nathaniel,  governor  of 
theEastlandCompany.RMSOMa 
humbly  offei-ed  by  the  Governor, 
Assistants,  and  Felloicship  of 
Eastland  Merchants  against  the 
giving  of  a  general  liberty  to  all 
persons  whatsoever  to  export 
English  woollen  manufactures 
whither  they  f  least,  158, 
158  «. 

Texel,  the,  174. 

Thames,  river,  67,  77,  89,  95,  96, 
136. 

Thorpe,  see  Lappenburg. 

Timber,  168. 

Tin,  9,  12,  23,  29,  33  n.,  54,  54«., 
64. 

Totnee,  165. 

Tout,  Professor,  The  Place  of  (he 
reign  of  Edward  II  in  English 
History,  16  m.,  25n.,27n.,  28  n. 

Trent,  river,  28,  IPO. 

Trevers,  Jos-'ph,  An  Essay  to  the 
restoring  of  our  Decayed  Trade, 
&c.,  167,  167  n.,  175  n. 

Tutehill,  see  Tothill  under  West- 
minster. 

United  Netherlands,  110. 
Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  89,  156. 

VanLyere,  HStel,  84n. 
Venice,  42. 

Virginia  Company,  151. 
Vistula,  river,  159  n. 

Wakefield,  50  n. 
Wales,  29,  33,38,  54  n. 
Walewayn,  John.  59  n. 
War  munitions,  83. 

Present  war,  the,  145. 
Warbeck,  Perkin,  67. 
Waterford,  33,  38. 
Wax,  167. 
Waynescote,  167. 
Weavers,  14,  15  «.,  30. 
West  Country,  the,  105,  139. 
West  Friesland,  79. 


West    India   Company,    Nether- 
lands, the,  146. 
Westminster,    13  n.,   24  n.,  30  n., 
33,  38. 

Bridge  Street,  43. 
Temple  Bar,  43,  43  m. 
Tothill   (Tutehill)   Fields,    43, 
43  n. 

St.  Mary  and  St.  Stephen's, 
dean  o^  45. 

St.  Stephen's  church,  45. 
Woolhouses  at,  45. 
Wooistaple  at,  24,  43  flF. 
Westmoreland,  41  n.,  50. 
Wheatley,  Henry  B.,Pepys'i  Diary, 

109,  109  n.,  174,  174n. 
Wheeler,  John,  63,  124. 

Account  of  Merchant  Adven- 
turers, 19,  59-60  ;  and  see 
below. 

Bruges  and,  64-5. 
Laws,  Customs,  and  Ordinances 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Merchants 
Adventurers  of  the   Realm   of 
England,   113  n.,   118,   118  n., 
119,119n.,121«.,122n.,138n. 
Treatise  of  Commerce,  19,  19  w., 
59  n.,  60  n.,  63,  65  n.,  66,  68  n., 
84  n.,   85  n.,   87  >».,   88,   88  n., 
91».,  92,  103  m..  144,  144  m., 
148,  149(1.,  153, 153  n. 
William  of  Malmesbury,  lOn. 
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